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To meet the goal of improving the conditions of our schools, the Capital Projects Division created guidelines and manuals used to maximize the funding received from the Ministry of Education and to 
ensure that all new school builds, additions and renovations are consistent across the Board’s inventory.

Annual Capital Plan

The Capital Plan originated back in 2016, with annual updates and revisions presented to Trustees. These updates and revisions include for industry standard changes, ministry initiatives and aligning 
projects to support the Multi-Year Strategic Plan.

The Capital team continues to improve the learning and working environments across the system with a focus on ‘Building a Sustainable Education System.’ Projects will focus on responsible fiscal 
management, investing equitably in accessible and sustainable facilities, and supporting a robust workforce.

Staff will continue to allocate projects utilizing the Guiding Principles for Capital Projects, as previously approved by Trustees:

Annual Allocation of Funding Current Projects

HWDSB continuously strives to improve and maintain the best quality and conditions of its school facilities 
to support the learning environment for students and staff, and for the use of schools by the greater 
community. 

This webpage provides information regarding current major school capital projects that are underway. 
Typically, the status of new school construction, school additions and major alteration work projects are 
reported on this website.

A list of capital projects since 2012 funded through capital priorities, school consolidated capital, full-day 
kindergarten and childcare funding can be viewed on page 4 to 6 of this section.
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The following are components of the Capital Plan which have been in development since its 
approval.

School Renewal
Staff will continue to improve our learning and working environments across the system to align with 
the Multi-Year Strategic Plan with a focus on Building a Sustainable Education System while 
delivering renewal projects.

Renewal projects will continue to be planned and delivered, using our 19 categories that include 
such renovation around improving accessibility, energy efficiency, HVAC updates etc. across the 
system. Projects will also be planned to utilize existing funding received through the School Facilities 
Fund, through Core Education, and improve the overall Facility Condition Index (FCI) data.

School Design Guideline
Since 2013 the Long-Term Facilities Plan included for the creation and ongoing updates to the 
HWSDB School Design Guidelines for both elementary and secondary schools. These guidelines 
were initiated as a detailed standard for implementing school design for new school construction. 
The School Design Guidelines continue to be updated with the evolving educational system and 
industry design standards.

The purpose of the School Design Guidelines is two-fold: to create a framework and set of guiding 
principles to enable all of HWDSB’s facilities, both new and existing, to better support new trends in 
educational delivery and enhance opportunities for student success; and, to provide a guideline for 
the Board’s new and improved school facilities to ensure that program strategies can meet the 
needs of all students by providing modern learning to students with safe, accessible, inclusive, 
innovative, and engaging school environments.

Both the Elementary and Secondary Design Guidelines respond to the needs identified above.

The design guidelines are to be considered a fluid document and will continue to be updated in future to ensure they remain aligned with the direction of the Board, the Ministry’s Capital Priorities 
Program and the allocated funding provided by the Ministry.

Outdoor Design Manual
Facility Services, in consultation with a landscape architect, created an Outdoor Design Manual. The manual provides advice on the design, implementation and maintenance of schoolyard features. From 
concept to completion, the manual will guide schools through the process of implementing schoolyard improvement projects such as gardens, outdoor classrooms, and play areas. The Outdoor Design 
Manual is also intended to help schools understand the responsibilities of both the school community and Facility Services and the processes for obtaining approvals and project support. The Manual is 
designed to be an online document that is searchable with linked content throughout. The content of the Manual, including updates to resources, will be reviewed annually.

Capital Priorities Projects since 2012
A list of capital projects since 2012 funded through capital priorities, school consolidated capital, full-day kindergarten and childcare funding can be viewed on page 4 to 6 of this section.
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