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Captions for this presentation are available in several languages

العربيةباللغةالعرضلهذاالتوضيحيةالتسميات (Arabic)

此演示文稿的标题为中文 (Chinese – simplified)

اس پيشکش کے کيپشن اردو ميں (Urdu)ہيں

이프레젠테이션의 캡션은한국어로되어있습니다. (Korean)

इस प्रस्तुतत के लिए कैप्शन ह िंदी में  ैं (Hindi)

هستندفارسیزبانبهارائهاينبرایهاشرح (Persian)





Welcome

Superintendent of Program – Bill Torrens

System Principal – Simon Goodacre



AGENDA

1. Welcome to secondary school in the Hamilton-Wentworth District 
School Board

2. What secondary school locations are available to me in Grade 9?

3. How is grade 9 different from grade 8?

4. How will I be supported and who is involved as I enter secondary 
school?

5. Opportunities at Hamilton-Wentworth District School Board in Grade 
11 and 12

6. Next steps in the transition process
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STUDENT TRUSTEE MESSAGE



AT A GLANCE



STUDENT

ENGAGEMENT, 
WELL-BEING, 

& 
ACHIEVEMENT



CENTERING STUDENTS

Specialized Services & 

Special Education 

https://www.hwdsb.on.ca/wp-content/uploads/2021/02/HWDSB-Board-Annual-Plan-2020-2021.pdf
https://www.hwdsb.on.ca/secondary/supports/safe-schools/safe-schools-action-plan/
https://www.hwdsb.on.ca/about/equity/
https://www.hwdsb.on.ca/secondary/supports/indigenous-education/
https://www.hwdsb.on.ca/secondary/supports/special-ed/
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HWDSB DELIVERS ITS SECONDARY SCHOOL

PROGRAMS USING FOUR KEY PRINCIPLES:

• All secondary schools are great schools

• Students will have choice within their home 
schools

• Students will have access to specialized programs

• All students achieving and graduating with 
Ontario Secondary School Diploma, Ontario 
Secondary School Certificate, or Certificate of 
Accomplishment



GRADE 9 PROGRAM OPTIONS
Locate Your Home School

13 Secondary School
Locations

https://www.hwdsb.on.ca/find

Specialized Programming Options in Grade 9

• English as a Second Language

• French Immersion

• Audition-Based Program of the Arts at Glendale Secondary School (November 18 @ 6pm MS Teams)

• Self-Paced Program at Westmount Secondary School (November 25 @ 7pm MS Teams)

• Students who are receiving Special Education supports and services

https://www.hwdsb.on.ca/find
https://www.hwdsb.on.ca/secondary/programs/english-as-a-second-language/
https://www.hwdsb.on.ca/secondary/programs/french-as-a-second-language/
http://bit.ly/3BeRxyy
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fhwdsb.info%2Fwestmount-infonight&data=04%7C01%7Ckbroders%40hwdsb.on.ca%7Cd429a4da237843ce73bb08d9a878f0e8%7C7afeaf6ab1be4c83a974c43a8b215634%7C0%7C0%7C637726059650496006%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=wdif1swEoikAa99wH8%2Fp5vQKuurj6ZoFzXb5wWl2k8o%3D&reserved=0
https://www.hwdsb.on.ca/find/
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STUDENT TRUSTEE MESSAGE



HOW IS GRADE 9 DIFFERENT?

➢ Fewer periods in the day

➢ School year is divided into two semesters: most students will be 
enrolled in four credits per semester

➢ Students are working to earn credits

➢ Students can choose courses



SAMPLE GRADE 8 TIMETABLE

40 

minutes

40 

minutes



SAMPLE GRADE 9 TIMETABLE

Period and Time Semester One (Sept. - Jan.) Semester Two (Feb.- June)

Period 1 English Math

Period 2 French Health and Physical Education

LUNCH LUNCH LUNCH

Period 3 Technological Education Science

Period 4 Geography Music

* Bolded subjects represent compulsory courses
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TO SUPPORT ALL STUDENTS ACHIEVING AND GRADUATING IN THE

HWDSB, SUPPORTS ARE AVAILABLE FOR YOU...

✓ at your current elementary school

✓ at your secondary school

✓ at the school board level



Elementary School Secondary School

Homeroom Teacher is always the first point of contact All your classroom teachers

Learning Resource Teacher Learning Resource Teachers

Elementary Administrator(s) Secondary Administrators

Guidance Counsellors

Elementary Student Success Teacher* Secondary Student Success Teacher

Elementary English as a Second Language Teacher* English as a Second Language Teacher*

Ongoing Communication between HWDSB Elementary and Secondary to support your child

*available at some schools

IN-SCHOOL SUPPORTS



ADDITIONAL SUPPORTS IN SOME SCHOOLS

• Indigenous Transitions Consultant -

Nahanni Shingoose-Cagalj nshingoo@hwdsb.on.ca

• Graduation Coaches for Black Students

• Nya:weh Teachers

• Mentoring Educational Assistants

• SWIS Mentors (Settlement Workers in Schools)

• Social Workers

mailto:nshingoo@hwdsb.on.ca


SCHOOL RESOURCES

The HWDSB continues to provide resources to support students and their 
families.

Some of the programs that our students can access may include:

✓ Nutrition programs 

✓ Clothing closets

✓ Positive Space groups

✓ Nya:weh rooms

✓ Prayer Spaces

✓ Public Health Nurses

✓ Students of Colour Groups

All secondary schools will be hosting grade 7/8 information nights in January 2022 where more 
details about specific programming supports will be shared.
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Students in all HWDSB Secondary Schools will be supported 
as they work towards their chosen 

post-secondary pathway.

Five Pathways:

✓ Apprenticeship

✓ College

✓ Community

✓ University

✓ Work
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STUDENT TRUSTEE MESSAGE



PREPARING FOR GRADE 9 ROADMAP

Start 
Here

Information Session
November 18th 6-8 p.m. 

HWDSB Audition-
Based Program of the 

Arts at Glendale

Information Session
November 25th 7 p.m.

Westmount 
Self-Paced and Self-
Directed Program

Information about school specific programming, 
activities, extra-curriculars, course offerings, course 

selection process and key dates
January 10-21st 2022 

Secondary School Specific Presentations 

Information on How to Make Course 
Selections in Xello Program 

HWDSB Session #2
January 26th 2022 

How to Select Grade 
9 Courses

February 8th to March 4th

Using Xello Course Selection done at home and/or 
with Grade 8 Teacher.

Grade 9 Course Selection

Getting Ready for 
Secondary School in 

the HWDSB
Grade 7 & 8 Information    

HWDSB Session #1
November 16th 6-7 p.m.

Presentations and activities 
hosted for incoming Grade 9 

students

School Transition 
Activities

https://www.hwdsb.on.ca/glendale/string-programme/hwdsb-audition-based-performing-arts-program/
https://www.hwdsb.on.ca/westmount/registration/
https://www.hwdsb.on.ca/secondary/schools/
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https://www.hwdsb.on.ca/secondary/plan-for-high-school/grade-7-8-information-nights-2/

https://www.hwdsb.on.ca/secondary/plan-for-high-school/grade-7-8-information-nights-2/


QUESTION AND ANSWER

Please use the question-and-
answer text feature to pose 
questions

We will address as many answers 
as possible during the live session


