
Choosing Courses for Grade 11



What do you need to 
graduate?

30 Credits:  17 Compulsory and 13 Optional

40 Community Involvement Hours

Ontario Literacy Requirement

Online Learning Requirement (Your 
parents/caregivers can exempt you from this 

requirement)



You must complete the 17 compulsory credits listed below and a further 13 optional credits from the courses 
offered at your high school. 

https://www.ontario.ca/page/earning-your-high-school-diploma 

You need the following 17 compulsory credits to get your OSSD:

•4 credits in English (1 credit per grade)
•3 credits in mathematics (Grade 9, Grade 10 and 1 credit in Grade 11 
or 12)
•2 credits in science
•1 credit in technological education (Grade 9 or Grade 10)
•1 credit in Canadian history (Grade 10)
•1 credit in Canadian geography (Grade 9)
•1 credit in the arts
•1 credit in health and physical education
•1 credit in French as a second language
•0.5 credit in career studies
•0.5 credit in civics and citizenship
•1 credit from the STEM-related course group

STEM Course Group
• Business Studies
• Computer Studies
• Co-op
• Mathematics
• Science
• Technological Studies

GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS (Grade 9 Students)
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eLearning Graduation Requirement
• Two online (asynchronous courses) are required, but there is opt 

out option. More information can be found at Opt-Out Process for 
Online Learning Requirement | Hamilton-Wentworth District School 
Board (hwdsb.on.ca)

Grade 9/10 Technological Education Requirement
• Completion of a grade 9 and/or 10 T course in any tech discipline 

(applicable for current grade 9's)
Community Involvement Hours
• All students need to complete 40 hours by the end of grade 12. 

Students can begin to obtain hours once they complete grade 8.
Financial Literacy Requirement
• More information to be shared at a later date

Graduation Requirements continued
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Grade 9 Grade 10 Grade 11 Grade 12

English English English English

Math Math Math
5+ Additional

Credits

Science Science
6 Additional

Credits

Geography History

French Civics/Careers

3 Additional 

Credits

3 Additional

Credits

Students must earn 1 credit from Technology (GR 9 or 10), 1 credit from The Arts 
and 1 credit from Health & Phys Ed

What Compulsory Credits Do You Have Left?



Students in all HWDSB Secondary Schools 
will be supported as they work towards 
their chosen post-secondary pathway.

In HWDSB we value ALL Five 
Pathways. The pathways include:

✓ Apprenticeship

✓ College

✓ Community

✓ University

✓ Work



Understanding 
Pathways

What is my first 
destination after 

high school?

What courses do I 
need to take to get 

there?



Progressing from Grade 10 to Grade 11

Grade 10 Academic 
Courses

Grade 10 Applied 
Courses

Grade 10 Locally 
Developed Courses

Grade 11 University Courses

Grade 11 University/College 
Courses ("Mixed/M")

Grade 11 College Courses

Grade 11 Workplace 
Courses



READING COURSE CODES

APPLIED

P
e.g. ENG2P1

ACADEMIC

D
e.g. ENG2D1

OPEN 

O
PAF2O1 

Locally 
Developed

L
ENG2L1

University 
Preparation 

(U)

College 
Preparation 

(C)

Workplace 
Preparation (E)

Open to 
all 

students.

University / 
College 

Mixed (M)



COMPULSORY GRADE 11 
CREDITS

ENGLISH
MATH

STEM COURSE 
GROUP CREDIT?



Math Pathways
Gr. 10 

Academic
MPM2D1 

Grade 12 
Advanced 
Functions 
MHF4U1

Gr. 10 
Applied 

MFM2P1 

Gr. 10 
Locally 

Developed 
MAT2L1 

Gr. 11 
Functions 
MCR3U1 

Gr. 11 Mixed 
MCF3M1 

Gr. 11 
College 
MBF3C1

Grade 12 
Calculus 
MCV4U1

Gr. 11 
Workplace 

MEL3E1

Gr. 12 
Workplace 

MEL4E1

Grade 12 Data 
Management 

MDM4U1

Gr. 12 College  
MAP4C1

Math For 
College Tech. 

MCT4C1



Options:

• Re-take MPM2D1 or take 
MCF3M1 in Summer School

  OR

• Take MCF3M1 (University/College) 
in Semester 1 and then MCR3U1 
(University) in Semester 2

• If you earned a level 3 or below 
(70%) it is recommended to 
choose one of the above options 
to set up for success in MCR3U1

Are you preparing for a university degree in…

BUSINESS, SCIENCE, COMPUTER PROGRAMMING, ENGINEERING, MATH, 
KINESIOLOGY,

PSYCHOLOGY, SOCIAL SCIENCES, ENVIRONMENTAL STUDIES, OR 

A career as an electrician?

TAKE UNIVERSITY MATH

Are there many areas that I didn’t fully understand even though I earned 
the credit?

How can I help myself 
be ready for 

university math? 



ENG2L NBE3E ENG4E

ENG2P NBE3C ENG4C

ENG2D NBE3U ENG4U

*NBE3 is the only Grade 11 English course 
available in HWDSB beginning in September 2026

English: Understanding Contemporary First Nations, Métis, and 
Inuit Voices, Grade 11

Identities, relationships, and self-determination, sovereignty, and self-
governance are key concepts in First Nations, Métis, and Inuit 
cultures. 

It is critically important that students learn to appreciate the 
responsibility that creators on Turtle Island have to First Nations, 
Métis, and Inuit cultures, world views, and diversity through authentic 
and accurate representations of Indigenous lives

This course will be taught in consultation with Indigenous community 
partners from Six Nations of the Grand River and Mississaugas of the 
Credit, our territory’s Host Nations.

Fill your Education Bundle with critical knowledge about treaty partner and 
Indigenous relationships, in the spirit of meaningful truth and reconciliation.



ARTS ELECTIVES



BUSINESS ELECTIVES



CANADIAN & WORLD STUDIES ELECTIVES



French Immersion

Must Select 
FIF3U1I or 
FIF3O1I as 
optional 

course choice

Use 
myBlueprint French 
Immersion Diploma 
Tool to track your FI 

credit progress.
You need 10 French 
Immersion Credits 

to earn your 
certificate at 
graduation

Grade 11 French 
Immersion Options:

FIF3U1I/FIF3O1I
HSP3U1I
PPL3O1I



FRENCH IMMERSION ELECTIVES



HEALTH & PHYS ED ELECTIVES



MODERN LANGUAGES ELECTIVES



SCIENCE ELECTIVES



SOCIAL SCIENCE/HUMANITIES ELECTIVES



TECH & COMPUTER SCIENCE ELECTIVES



eLEARNING

- Courses ending in “eL”  e.g. ENG3U1eL 

- Ensure your independent work skills are stellar

- Lessons are posted for you to read / view… you do them 
and submit

- Some options that are not available at Westdale

- eLearning option sheet available on Westdale Guidance 
Hub course and on Student Services section of Westdale 
Website



ELEARNING COURSES



STUDIES/SPARES in GRADE 11

Must have a MINIMUM of 20 
credits to be eligible

Select STUDY2



ONTARIO YOUTH APPRENTICESHIP PROGRAM
• Start your chosen career and train as a registered apprentice while 

enrolled in high school

• On-the-job training for students who like to learn by DOING

• Signed apprentice = Paid employment + 4 credits + apprenticeship hours

• Well-paying, in-demand jobs with benefits

• Research how opportunities at Westdale AND co-op can help you get 
started

• A good start is to select Tech course(s) and co-op in Grade 11



SPECIALIST HIGH SKILLS MAJORS
Pursuing a SHSM enables students to …

1.Customize their secondary school education to suit interests and talents;

2.Develop specialized knowledge and skills that are valued by the sector 
or post secondary education institutions;

3.Earn credits that are recognized by the sector and post-secondary 
education institution;

4.Gain sector-specific and career-relevant certification and training;

5.Identify, explore, and refine career goals and make informed decisions 
about their post-secondary destination;

6.Remain flexible, with the option to shift between pathways should their 
goals and plans change;



What do I need to do to achieve SHSM?
✓ FOUR Major Credits (at least one Gr. 11 and one Gr. 12)

✓ ONE Additional Credit as determined by SHSM

✓ Grade 12 English

✓ Some SHSM require Grade 12 math – check 

with Guidance or SHSM teacher

✓ Certifications – organized by SHSM teacher

✓ Reach-ahead experience

✓ Experiential learning

✓ TWO credits of co-op. Your placement must be 

related to your SHSM sector



SHSM at Westdale
Arts and Culture

(Ms. Moore/Ms. Rikic-McCarthy, Mr. Iachelli, Mr. Abell)

Construction

(Mr. Kipp)

Health and Wellness

(Ms. Taylor)

Information and Communication Technology

(Mr. Wilson)

You can also speak with your Guidance counsellor or Co-op Teacher for more 

information



How To Get Your SHSM Started
Complete the SHSM Interest form located in the 

Guidance Hub Course

Select at least two courses in Grade 11 that contribute 

to you earning your SHSM;

Plan ahead to determine when you will complete co-

op requirement

See your SHSM lead or Guidance counsellor with 

any questions



Co-op at Westdale

DCO3O2
Two-Credit Co-op

Full Morning OR Afternoon in 
Semester 1 or Semester 2

COOFT1
Full Day Co-op In 

Semester 1

COOFT2
Full Day Co-op In 

Semester 2

Special Central Placement opportunities at HHS, Cable 14, Hamilton Police 
Services, Crown Attorney, Art Gallery of Hamilton and more!

Check out System Co-op programs – Building Construction Careers, Militia, 
Healthcare Support and ARTSMART



APPLIED FOR IB?

Ms. Parkes-
Hallmark will be 
in touch to assist 
you with course 

selections



Summer School 2026
• Summer School registration opens March 2, 2026
• Register for Summer School in myBlueprint.  You can find registration in 

the Continuing Education folder
• Most programs run from July 2-29
• Summer Coop is also available under the Continuing Education tab in 

myBlueprint. Students must register for Summer Coop between March 2 
and April 27.

Summer School Programs
• Summer School Online Credit Program
• Summer School Co-op
• Summer Credit Recovery
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• HWDSB’s platform for Individual Pathway Planning
• Students in Grades 7-12 have access via the Office 365 landing page
• Students will learn about themselves, set goals, build portfolios, course 

selection, plan for high school and beyond
• Students can begin entering courses in myBlueprint now but the window to 

submit course selections will be from Monday, March 2nd to Friday, March 
13th, 2026

➢ https://www.hwdsb.on.ca/secondary/plan-for-high-school/myblueprint/ 
➢ www.myBlueprint.ca/HWDSB 
➢ https://education.myblueprint.ca/hwdsb-family 

HOW & WHERE DO YOU SELECT 
YOUR COURSES?
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How to access to myBlueprint

https://www.hwdsb.on.ca/parent/ 

How Students access 

Parent Portal

https://www.hwdsb.on.ca/parent/


HOW TO ACCESS YOUR COURSE SELECTION

CLICK HERE



COURSE SELECTION PAGE



“Add Alternate” 
Course

Please pick a back-up 
optional course in 

case one of the 
courses you would 
like is cancelled or 
conflicted out of 

your schedule



AMR – Repertoire Course 
outside the school day

If you would like 
AMR3M1 or 

AMR3O1, please 
select this course as 
an Alternate at the 

bottom of your 
course selections

Repertoire will run 
outside the school 

day.

You must also take 
AMU3M1 in school.



myBlueprint Pathway Eligibility

As you add courses in 
your planner, 

myBlueprint will search 
college and university 
programs that you are 

eligible forCLICK HERE



Pathway Eligibility Filters

Use filters to bring the 
number of programs 

down to a manageable 
number



Two Searches: Kinesiology and Police Foundations



Program Requirements



Researching University Programs

You need SIX Grade 12 U or 
M (4U/4M) courses for 
University admission

ENG4U1 will be a required 
course

Research admission 
requirements for programs 
of interest now!

Research University 
Programs in Ontario at 
Ontario Universities Info
• Program Offerings
• Admission Requirements
• Range of expected 

grades for admission
• Application processes
• Scholarships

http://www.ouinfo.ca








Researching College Programs

You will need to have 
earned your OSSD

Grade 12 English mark is 
critical

Programs will have 
specific requirements – 
know what courses you 
need to be considered!

Research College Programs 
in Ontario at Ontario 
College Info
• Program Offerings
• Admission Requirements
• Range of expected 

grades for admission
• Application processes
• Pathways to Diplomas, 

Degrees and 
Apprenticeships

http://www.ontariocolleges.ca
http://www.ontariocolleges.ca








Next Steps:
• Research pathway options and course descriptions

• Work together with your family to explore choices and complete 
options

• Contact your Guidance counsellor if your choices require an override 
in myBlueprint

• Submit your course selections in myBlueprint by March 13

• Family approves course selections through Parent Portal after March 
Break

• Questions?  Book an appointment with your Guidance Counsellor 
through the Guidance Hub course



Counselor Alpha by Last Name Email

Ms. Quaglia A – B cquaglia@hwdsb.on.ca

Mrs. Parkes- 
Hallmark

C - G + IB students kiparkes@hwdsb.on.ca

Mr. Meyer H – M dmeyer@hwdsb.on.ca

Mrs. O'Leary N - V coleary@hwdsb.on.ca

Ms. Kuder W - Z
ESL/ELL/
International VISA

tkuder@hwdsb.on.ca

Who is my Counsellor?


	Slide 1
	Slide 2: What do you need to graduate?
	Slide 3:     You must complete the 17 compulsory credits listed below and a further 13 optional credits from the courses offered at your high school.  
	Slide 4
	Slide 5
	Slide 6
	Slide 7
	Slide 8: Progressing from Grade 10 to Grade 11
	Slide 9: READING COURSE CODES
	Slide 10: COMPULSORY GRADE 11 CREDITS
	Slide 11: Math Pathways
	Slide 12
	Slide 13
	Slide 14: ARTS ELECTIVES
	Slide 15: BUSINESS ELECTIVES
	Slide 16: CANADIAN & WORLD STUDIES ELECTIVES
	Slide 17: French Immersion
	Slide 18: FRENCH IMMERSION ELECTIVES
	Slide 19: HEALTH & PHYS ED ELECTIVES
	Slide 20: MODERN LANGUAGES ELECTIVES
	Slide 21: SCIENCE ELECTIVES
	Slide 22: SOCIAL SCIENCE/HUMANITIES ELECTIVES
	Slide 23: TECH & COMPUTER SCIENCE ELECTIVES
	Slide 24
	Slide 25: ELEARNING COURSES
	Slide 26: STUDIES/SPARES in GRADE 11
	Slide 27: ONTARIO YOUTH APPRENTICESHIP PROGRAM
	Slide 28: SPECIALIST HIGH SKILLS MAJORS
	Slide 29
	Slide 30: SHSM at Westdale
	Slide 31
	Slide 32
	Slide 33: APPLIED FOR IB?
	Slide 34
	Slide 35
	Slide 36: How to access to myBlueprint
	Slide 37: HOW TO ACCESS YOUR COURSE SELECTION
	Slide 38: COURSE SELECTION PAGE
	Slide 39
	Slide 40: AMR – Repertoire Course outside the school day
	Slide 41: myBlueprint Pathway Eligibility
	Slide 42: Pathway Eligibility Filters
	Slide 43: Two Searches: Kinesiology and Police Foundations
	Slide 44: Program Requirements
	Slide 45: Researching University Programs
	Slide 46
	Slide 47
	Slide 48
	Slide 49: Researching College Programs
	Slide 50
	Slide 51
	Slide 52
	Slide 53: Next Steps:
	Slide 54:  Who is my Counsellor? 

