
Choosing Courses for Grade 12



Q: When are 2025-2026 options due?

A: Friday, February 21, 2025

Q: How should I use my time before the deadline?

A: We are providing this information in advance of 
Semester 2 so students have time to do the 
following:

• Research course options and post-secondary 
admission requirements

• Discuss planning and options with family

• See Guidance counsellor for support

• Confirm courses for Semester 2



What do you need to 
graduate?

30 Credits:  18 Compulsory and 12 Optional

40 Community Involvement Hours

Ontario Literacy Requirement

Online Learning Requirement (Your 
parents/caregivers can exempt you from this 

requirement)



Grade 9 Grade 10 Grade 11 Grade 12

English English English English

Math Math Math
5+ Additional

Credits

Science Science
6 Additional

Credits

Geography History

French Civics/Careers

3 Additional 

Credits

3 Additional

Credits

Students must earn 1 credit from The Arts and 1 Credit from Health & Phys Ed.

What Compulsory Credits Do You Have Left?



3 COMPULSORY “GROUP” CREDITS
YOU MUST EARN ONE CREDIT FROM EACH OF THE 3 GROUPS

GROUP 1 

English,

Native language, classical  
/ international language, 

social sciences, 

Canadian and world 
studies,  

guidance and career 
education

GROUP 2

health and 
physical 
education, 

the arts, 

business 
studies 

   

GROUP 3

science (Grade 11 
or 12),

technological 
education,

computer 
studies,

 

French as a Second Language, Cooperative Education



French Immersion

Must Select 
FIF4U1I or 
FIF4O1I as 
optional 

course choice

Use myBlueprint 
French Immersion 

Diploma Tool to 
track your FI credit 

progress.
You need 10 French 
Immersion Credits 

to earn your 
certificate at 
graduation

Grade 12 French 
Immersion Options:

FIF4U1I/FIF4O1I
PPL4O1I



Students in all HWDSB Secondary Schools 
will be supported as they work towards 
their chosen post-secondary pathway.

In HWDSB we value ALL Five 
Pathways. The pathways include:

✓ Apprenticeship

✓ College

✓ Community

✓ University

✓ Work



Understanding 
Pathways

What is my first 
destination after 

high school?

What courses do I 
need to take to get 

there?



Researching University Programs

You need SIX Grade 12 4U 
or 4M courses for 
University admission

ENG4U1 will be a required 
course

Research admission 
requirements for 
programs of interest now!

Research University 
Programs in Ontario at 
ontariouniversitiesinfo.ca
• Program Offerings
• Admission Requirements
• Range of expected 

grades for admission
• Application processes
• Scholarships









Researching College Programs

You need to have earned 
your OSSD

Grade 12 English mark is 
critical

Programs will have 
specific requirements – 
know what courses you 
need to be considered!

Research College Programs 
in Ontario at 
ontariocolleges.ca
• Program Offerings
• Admission Requirements
• Range of expected 

grades for admission
• Application processes
• Pathways to Diplomas, 

Degrees and 
Apprenticeships









Apprenticeship

What is an apprenticeship?

• Learn a skilled trade on the job.  

• Work with and learn from experienced workers – and get paid while 
you do it.

• You also learn in a classroom from instructors who know the skilled 
trade.  This may take place in high school, on a college campus or a 
union training centre.

• Canada has a large demand for workers in the skilled trades and 
technologies.  There are 144 skilled trades in Ontario!





Apprenticeships:  How to get started

■ Take courses in Technologies (or other areas leading to your chosen skilled trade) 
to develop skills that apply to skilled trades

■ Take co-op courses to test out career pathways, gain real-world experience and 
form relationships with potential employers

■ Leverage co-op experience and relationships to explore an apprenticeship 
opportunity OR apply to a college program where you will develop skills and be 
connected with an employer



OYAP - Ontario Youth Apprenticeship Program

■ Allows students to earn high school credits while participating in apprenticeship 
training in a skilled trade

■ Full day co-op placement

■ Semester 2 Accelerated OYAP opportunities available - see your Guidance 
counsellor if interested

■ Signed apprentice = Paid employment + 4 credits + apprenticeship hours earned 
towards certification





Co-op at Westdale

COO3OE
Two-Credit Co-op

Full Morning OR Afternoon in 
Semester 1 or Semester 2

COOFT1
Full Day Co-op In 

Semester 1

COOFT2
Full Day Co-op In 

Semester 2

Special Central Placement opportunities at HHS, Cable 14, Hamilton Police 
Services, Crown Attorney, Art Gallery of Hamilton and more!

Check out System Co-op programs – Building Construction Careers, Militia, 
Healthcare Support and ARTSMART



Grade 12 Arts Courses – Visual Arts

Course Course Code

Media Arts ASM4M1

Visual Arts AVI4M1

Visual Arts - Illustration AWK4M1

Visual Arts - History AWU4M1

Visual Arts - Painting AWM4M1

Visual Arts – Applied Design (Portfolio) AWD4M1



Grade 12 Arts Courses - Drama and 
Music

Course Course Code

Drama ADA4M1

Drama – Musical Theatre ADB4M1

Music - Instrumental AMU4M1

Music – Repertoire Band AMR4M1



AMR – Repertoire Course 
outside the school day

If you would like 
AMR4M1, please 

select this course as 
an “Extra Credit” at 
the bottom of your 
course selections

Repertoire will run 
outside the school 

day.

You must also take 
AMU4M in school.



Grade 12 Business and Humanities
Course Course Code

International Business BBB4M1

Interdisciplinary Studies:  Building Financial Securites IDC4U1

Course Course Code

Nutrition and Health HFA4U1/HFA4C1

The World of Fashion HNB4M1

Challenge and Change in Society HSB4U1

World Cultures HSC4M1

Personal Life Management HIP4O1

Food and Healthy Living HFL4E1



Grade 12 Canadian and World Studies

Course Course Code

World Issues – A Geographic Analysis CGW4U1 / 
CGW4C1

Canadian and International Law CLN4U1

Adventures in History CHM4E1

World History Since the 15th Century CHY4U1 / 
CHY4C1

Economics CIA4U1

Contemporary Indigenous Issues and 
Perspectives

NDW4M1



Grade 12 English Options

Course Course Code(s)

Grade 12 English – Workplace Preparation ENG4E1

Grade 12 English – College Preparation ENG4C1

Grade 12 English – University Preparation ENG4U1

Studies in LIterature ETS4U1/ETS4C1

Writer's Craft EWC4U1/EWC4C1

Ontario Literacy Course OLC4O1



Grade 12 French Immersion and Modern 
Languages Options

Course Course Codes

Grade 12 Fraincais (French Immersion) FIF4U1I/FIF4O1I

Grade 12 Healthy Active Living (French Immersion) PPL4O1I

Grade 12 Core French FSF4U1



Grade 12 Mathematics

Course Course Code

Mathematics for Work and Everyday Life MEL4E1

Foundations for College Mathematics MAP4C1

Mathematics for College Technology MCT4C1

Mathematics for Data Management MDM4U1

Advanced Functions MHF4U1

Calculus and Vectors MCV4U1



Math Pathways
Grade 12 
Advanced 
Functions 
MHF4U1

Gr. 11 
Functions 
MCR3U1 

Gr. 11 Mixed 
MCF3M1 

Gr. 11 
College 
MBF3C1

Grade 12 
Calculus 
MCV4U1

Gr. 11 
Workplace 

MEL3E1

Gr. 12 
Workplace 

MEL4E1

Grade 12 Data 
Management 

MDM4U1

Gr. 12 College  
MAP4C1

Math For 
College Tech. 

MCT4C1



Grade 12 Physical Education

Course Course Code

Healthy Active Living Education PPL4O1F/PPL4O1M

Personal Fitness Activities PAF4O1/PAF4O1F

Volleyball PAL4O1V

Basketball PAI4O1B

Soccer PAL4O1S

Leisure and Mindfulness Activities PAR4O1

Recreation and Leadership PLF4M1

Introduction to Kinesiology PSK4U1



Grade 12 Science

Course Course Code

Biology SBI4U1

Chemistry – College Preparation SCH4C1

Chemistry – University Preparation SCH4U1

Physics – College Preparation SPH4C1

Physics – University Preparation SPH4U1



Grade 12 Technologies
Course Course Code

Computer Engineering Technology TEJ4M1/TEJ4E1

Construction Engineering Technology TCJ4C1

Construction Technology (Home Repair) TCJ4E2 (2 credits)

Custom Woodworking TWJ4E1

Technological Design TDJ4M1

Transportation Technology TTJ4C1

Healthcare Support Services TPJ4M1



What do I need to do to achieve SHSM?
✓ FOUR Major Credits (at least one Gr. 11 and one Gr. 12)

✓ ONE Additional Credit as determined by SHSM

✓ Grade 12 English

✓ Some SHSM require Grade 12 math – check 

with Guidance or SHSM teacher

✓ Certifications – organized by SHSM teacher

✓ Reach-ahead experience

✓ Experiential learning

✓ TWO credits of co-op. Your placement must be 

related to your SHSM sector



ELEARNING

- Courses ending in “eL”  e.g. ENG3U1eL 

- Ensure your independent work skills are stellar

- Lessons are posted for you to read / view… you do them 
and submit

- Some options that are not available at Westdale

- eLearning options will be communicated soon. 
Options available on myBlueprint, Westdale Guidance Hub 
course, and on Student Services section of Westdale Website



Dual Credits

• The HWDSB has a partnership with Mohawk College where students can earn 
credits that count toward their high school OSSD and college.  Many of these 
programs are offered at the Mohawk campus or elsewhere in the community.  

Here is a sample of Dual Credit program:

• Positive Psychology & Movies, Identity and Culture

• Community Services – Intro to Social Work & Rec Therapy

• Developmental Psychology & Health and Wellness

• Computer Technology – HTML and CSS & Hardware/Software

• Graphic Design

• Aviation (located at Hamilton Airport)

• Welding (located at Stoney Creek campus)



• HWDSB’s NEW platform for Individual Pathway Planning
• Students in Grades 7-12 have access via the Office 365 landing page
• Students will learn about themselves, set goals, build portfolios, course 

selection, plan for high school and beyond
• Course selections will be open in myBlueprint from Wednesday February 

5th - Friday February 21st, 2025
➢ https://www.hwdsb.on.ca/secondary/plan-for-high-school/myblueprint/ 
➢ www.myBlueprint.ca/HWDSB 
➢ https://education.myblueprint.ca/hwdsb-family 

HOW & WHERE DO YOU SELECT 
YOUR COURSES?

https://www.hwdsb.on.ca/secondary/plan-for-high-school/myblueprint/
http://www.myblueprint.ca/HWDSB
https://education.myblueprint.ca/hwdsb-family


How to access to myBlueprint

https://www.hwdsb.on.ca/parent/ 

How Students access 

Parent Portal

https://www.hwdsb.on.ca/parent/


HOW TO ACCESS YOUR COURSE SELECTION

CLICK HERE



COURSE SELECTION PAGE



MyBlueprint Pathway Eligibility

As you add courses in 
your planner, 

myBlueprint will search 
college and university 
programs that you are 

eligible forCLICK HERE



Pathway Eligibility Filters

Use filters to bring the 
number of programs 

down to a manageable 
number



Two Searches: Kinesiology and Police Foundations



Program Requirements



“Add Alternate” 
Course

Please pick a back-up 
optional course in 

case one of the 
courses you would 
like is cancelled or 
conflicted out of 

your schedule



Summer School 2025

If you know NOW that you are going to take a course in the summer, you can 
register for the course in myBlueprint.  Stay tuned for information. You can 

plan for this in your course planner when choosing courses.

The Summer School Option Sheet will be posted in the Guidance course in the 
Hub and on the Westdale Website when available.  



Next Steps:
• Research pathway options and course descriptions

• Work together with your family to explore choices and complete 
options

• Contact your Guidance counsellor if your choices require an override 
in myBlueprint

• Submit your course selections in myBlueprint by February 21, 2025

• Family approves course selections through Parent Portal the first 
week of March

• Questions?  Book an appointment with your Guidance counsellor 
through the Guidance Hub course



Counselor Alpha by Last Name Email

Ms. Quaglia A – B, X – Z, cquaglia@hwdsb.on.ca

Mrs. Parkes- 
Hallmark

C - G + IB students kiparkes@hwdsb.on.ca

Mr. Meyer H – N dmeyer@hwdsb.on.ca

Mrs. O'Leary O - W coleary@hwdsb.on.ca

Ms. Kuder ESL/ELL/
International VISA

tkuder@hwdsb.on.ca

Who is my Counsellor?
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