
Choosing Courses for Grade 12



What do you need to 
graduate?

30 Credits:  18 Compulsory and 12 Optional

40 Community Involvement Hours

Ontario Literacy Requirement

Online Learning Requirement (Your 
parents/caregivers can exempt you from this 

requirement)



Grade 9 Grade 10 Grade 11 Grade 12

English English English English

Math Math Math
5+ Additional

Credits

Science Science
6 Additional

Credits

Geography History

French Civics/Careers

3 Additional 

Credits

3 Additional

Credits

Students must earn 1 credit from The Arts and 1 Credit from Health & Phys Ed.

What Compulsory Credits Do You Have Left?



3 COMPULSORY “GROUP” CREDITS
YOU MUST EARN ONE CREDIT FROM EACH OF THE 3 GROUPS

GROUP 1 

English,

Native language, classical  
/ international language, 

social sciences, 

Canadian and world 
studies,

guidance and career 
education

GROUP 2

health and 
physical 
education, 

the arts, 

business 
studies 

GROUP 3

science (Grade 11 
or 12),

technological 
education,

computer 
studies,

French as a Second Language, Cooperative Education



Math Pathways
Grade 12 
Advanced 
Functions 
MHF4U1

Gr. 11 
Functions 
MCR3U1 

Gr. 11 Mixed 
MCF3M1 

Gr. 11 
College 
MBF3C1

Grade 12 
Calculus 
MCV4U1

Gr. 11 
Workplace 

MEL3E1

Gr. 12 
Workplace 

MEL4E1

Grade 12 Data 
Management 

MDM4U1

Gr. 12 College  
MAP4C1

Math For 
College Tech. 

MCT4C1



French Immersion

Must Select 
FIF4U1I or 
FIF4O1I as 
optional 

course choice

Use Xello French 
Immersion Diploma 
Tool to track your FI 

credit progress.
You need 10 French 
Immersion Credits 

to earn your 
certificate at 
graduation

Grade 12 French 
Immersion Options:

FIF4U1I/FIF4O1I
PPL4O1I



Understanding 
Pathways

What is my first 
destination after 

high school?

What courses do I 
need to take to get 

there?



Researching University Programs

You need SIX Grade 12 4U 
or 4M courses for 
University admission

ENG4U1 will be a required 
course

Research admission 
requirements for 
programs of interest now!

Research University 
Programs in Ontario at 
ontariouniversitiesinfo.ca
• Program Offerings
• Admission Requirements
• Range of expected 

grades for admission
• Application processes
• Scholarships









Researching College Programs

You need to have earned 
your OSSD

Grade 12 English mark is 
critical

Programs will have 
specific requirements – 
know what courses you 
need to be considered!

Research College Programs 
in Ontario at 
ontariocolleges.ca
• Program Offerings
• Admission Requirements
• Range of expected 

grades for admission
• Application processes
• Pathways to Diplomas, 

Degrees and 
Apprenticeships









ONTARIO YOUTH APPRENTICESHIP PROGRAM
• Start your chosen career and train as a registered apprentice while 

enrolled in high school.

• On-the-job training for students who like to learn by DOING

• Signed apprentice = Paid employment + 4 credits + apprenticeship 
hours

• Well-paying, in-demand jobs with benefits

• Research how opportunities at Westdale AND CO-OP can help you 
get started



Co-op at Westdale

COO3OE
Two-Credit Co-op

Full Morning OR Afternoon in 
Semester 1 or Semester 2

COOFT1
Full Day Co-op In 

Semester 1

COOFT2
Full Day Co-op In 

Semester 2

Special Central Placement opportunities at HHS, Cable 14, Hamilton Police 
Services, Crown Attorney, Art Gallery of Hamilton and more!

Check out System Co-op programs – Building Construction Careers, Militia, 
Healthcare Support and ARTSMART



What do I need to do to achieve SHSM?
✓ FOUR Major Credits (at least one Gr. 11 and one Gr. 12)

✓ ONE Additional Credit as determined by SHSM

✓ Grade 12 English

✓ Some SHSM require Grade 12 math – check 

with Guidance or SHSM teacher

✓ Certifications – organized by SHSM teacher

✓ Reach-ahead experience

✓ Experiential learning

✓ TWO credits of co-op. Your placement must be 

related to your SHSM sector



ELEARNING

- Courses ending in “eL” e.g. ENG3U1eL

- Ensure your independent work skills are stellar

- Lessons are posted for you to read / view… you do them 
and submit

- Some options that are not available at Westdale

- eLearning option sheet available on Westdale Guidance 
Hub course and on Student Services section of Westdale
Website



“Add Alternate” 
Course

Please pick a back-up 
optional course in 

case one of the 
courses you would 
like is cancelled or 
conflicted out of 

your schedule



AMR – Repertoire Course 
outside the school day

If you would like 
AMR4M1, please 

select this course as 
an “Extra Credit” at 
the bottom of your 
course selections

Repertoire will run 
outside the school 

day.

You must also take 
AMU4M in school.



Summer School
If you know NOW that you are going to take a course in the summer, you can 
register for the course in Xello before March 1 using the Extra Credit function 

at the bottom of your course selections

The Summer School Option Sheet is posted in the Guidance course in the Hub 
and on the Westdale Website.  Courses will have “SS24” at the end of the 

course code (e.g. “SPH3U1SS24”)

There will be another process to sign up for summer school 
beginning in April



Next Steps:
• Research pathway options and course descriptions

• Work together with your family to explore choices and complete 
options

• Contact your Guidance counsellor if your choices require an override 
in Xello

• Submit your course selections in Xello by March 1st

• Family approves course selections through Parent Portal after March 
Break

• Questions?  Book an appointment with your Guidance counsellor 
through the Guidance Hub course
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