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Welcome & Agenda

● Planning for Grade 12 option selections

● Agenda:
○ Graduation Reminders
○ High School Pathways
○ Planning for College
○ Planning for University
○ Planning for Apprenticeships 
○ SHSM
○ Summer School
○ Questions



Communicating with You

Student Services The Guidance 2223 Course

Section of Westdale website on The Hub



Grad Checklist
● 30 credits (18 compulsory, 12 elective)
● 40 community involvement hours
● Successfully completed Literacy (OSSLT) requirement;
● If in French Immersion Program...completed 10 French Immersion Credits
● Post-Secondary program prerequisites
● If applying to university, you need a minimum of 6 Grade 12 U/M courses, 

including ENG4U1 and program prerequisites
● When applying to competitive college and university programs, watch for 

supplemental applications such as auditions, portfolios, essays etc.



Grad Checklist-
Community Hours

● 40 COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT HOURS NEEDED FOR ALL GRADS
● At the principal’s discretion, the following activities will be deemed eligible for all secondary 

students for their community involvement activities:
● Activities that take place during the time allotted for the instructional program on a school 

day (e.g., walking a younger neighbour or sibling to and from school, helping younger 
siblings with their homework)

● Activities that include up to 10 hours of paid work, with the requirement to complete a 
reflection exercise indicating how their work contributed to service for others (e.g., 
grocery work during the pandemic)

● Activities that consist of duties normally performed in the home (e.g., students could help 
an elderly relative with errands, provide after-school care for a sibling)



Online Graduation 
Requirement

● Two-credit online graduation requirement can be earned in the following ways:
- selecting eLearning as a day school student at Westdale
- Summer School

● Current Grade 11 students are credited with having earned one eLearning credit 
through remote learning during COVID-19 school closure

IMPORTANT

● Families can now opt out of the Ministry of Education's online learning graduation 
requirement. The "eLearning Opt Out for Families" form can be found in Parent 
Portal. There is currently no expiration date or deadline to submit



Important Dates

■ September – Grade 12 Information Session, appointments with 
counsellors

■ October – Ontario University Fair (Oct 21 – 23, Metro Toronto 
Convention Centre), College Information Program (Oct 18 – 19, 
Enercare Centre, Exhibition Place), Application open, university 
and college open house events begin

■ Fall – various post-secondary schools visit Westdale
■ December – target to submit OUAC application
■ Mid - January – OUAC applications due
■ February 1 – OCAS applications due
■ May 1 – deadline to accept college offer
■ June 1 – deadline to accept university offer



PATHWAYS

• Types of Grade 11 and 12 Courses:

• College (C)

• University (U)

• College/University (M)

• Workplace (E)

• Open (O)



PATHWAYS

• Applied courses lead to College (C) and college/university (M) 
courses in Grade 11

• Academic courses lead to College/University (M) or 
University (U) courses in Grade 11

• Locally Developed courses lead to E (essential/workplace) 
level courses in Grade 11

• Pay close attention to admission requirements of post-
secondary programs as some course selections may need to 
be revisited

• Set yourself up for success; no pathway is truly out of reach



OCAS

• Ontario College Application Service

• www.ontariocolleges.ca

• To apply for college in Ontario

• Graduate with OSSD

• English mark is critical

• Programs have specific prerequisites
• Most Colleges view marks in “U” and “C” courses equally –

check admission requirements on College websites
• It is your responsibility to research your post secondary

pathway and be aware of program prerequisites

http://www.ontariocolleges.ca/
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OUAC
▪ Ontario University Application Centre

▪ www.ontariouniversitiesinfo.ca

▪ To apply for university in Ontario

▪ Minimum of 6 Grade 12 4U or 4M courses, including ENG4U1

▪ All programs have specific prerequisites

▪ It is your responsibility to research your post secondary

pathway and be aware of program prerequisites

▪ DO IT NOW! Keep researching throughout the semesterand 

into SUMMER!! It is your future!

▪ COOPERATIVE EDUCATION and “OPEN” credits willNOT be

used for your average for university admission

http://www.ontariouniversitiesinfo.ca/
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OYAP - Ontario Youth Apprenticeship 
Program

■ Allows students to earn high school credits while participating in 
apprenticeship training in a skilled trade

■ Full day co-op placement

■ Semester 2 Accelerated OYAP opportunities available - see your 
Guidance counsellor if interested

■ Signed apprentice = Paid employment + 4 credits + apprenticeship 
hours earned towards certification









Arts and Culture

(Ms. Vivian/Ms. Rikic-McCarthy, Mr. Iachelli, Mr. Abell)

Construction

(Mr. Kipp)

Health and Wellness

(Ms. Taylor)

Information and Communication Technologies

(Mr. Wilson)

SHSM PROGRAMS



Achieving SHSM
• FOUR Major Credits (at least one Gr. 11 and one Gr. 12)

• ONE Additional Credit as determined by SHSM

• Grade 12 English

• Some SHSM require Grade 12 math – check with Guidance or 
SHSM teacher

• Certifications – organized by SHSM teacher

• Experiential learning and Reach-ahead experiences

• TWO credits of co-op related to SHSM sector



SUMMER SCHOOL
• Use summer school to

• Get ahead in credits

• Make up missed credits

• Upgrade your foundational skills and upgrade your mark

• Summer school registration will be available April 1

• Link to summer school registration available on Westdale website

• Summer School On-Line | Hamilton-Wentworth District School Board 

(hwdsb.on.ca)

• Summer Co-op | Hamilton-Wentworth District School Board 

(hwdsb.on.ca)

https://www.hwdsb.on.ca/cce/summer/summer-credit-programs/summer-school-on-line/
https://www.hwdsb.on.ca/cce/summer/summer-credit-programs/summer-school-on-line/
https://www.hwdsb.on.ca/cce/summer/summer-credit-programs/summer-co-op/
https://www.hwdsb.on.ca/cce/summer/summer-credit-programs/summer-co-op/
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