WESTDALE SECONDARY SCHOOL

Winter Formal Cancelled

The lessheard perspective othe contentious dance decisior
By: Julia K. Watson

Recently, as all of you may know, the decision has been m
to not have a \viter Formal for the 2012018 school year. The
decision was made by the active heads of each department, and"
based off of multiple contributing factors, all relating to the Wac
Ween dance. Although | am n@ersonallyhappy with the dcision to
not have a formal, | understand the perspective that teachers are
coming from.

The main factor that added to the decision was the excessi
alcohol and drug consumptiamwhichmary (not all) students
partookat the WaeO-Ween dance.. (Formal Cancelledis
continued orpage 9
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Westdal
Wat er

A summary of ou
staggering success in the sport

By:Zeynep Berra Yilmaz

Water polo is a game very different from
other ball sports due to its rules and
requirementsButfor Westdale, it has a
common asect it shares with other sport:
Westdale is again the very best at it. All
teams are in the championship finals
every year and usually win with blowout:
Senior girls went undefeated for 15 year
straight until last year and haxearned 18
championships in 23 years while juniors
earred 8 championships in 14 years. . .
(Water Polois continued ompage 10
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Yemen is in indisputable crisis. Civil war and disee
has brought the splintered country to its kmeEhis

is @ monolithic humanitarian catastrophe the likes
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NOTE FROM THE EDITOR

Hey Westdale,

Happy Holidays! I f youobre
your first gift of the seasonthismat hé6s i ssue
student contributions to intrigue you, to engage you, and to
warm your freezing heart.

As | admire the new fairy lights | hung in my bedroom (a BI4
Friday deal, of course), | begin to contemplate the meaning
light. This time of the yearjdght seems to be coming from
everywhere . . at least superficially. Thrumming overhead
fluorescents keep the strip mall stores open an extra hour f¢
the holiday shoppingpocalypsgwhile the minivans stuffed
into the parking lot colldovely reflect a festive seasonal glarg
But if we look past the glint of the tinsel and the shine of thg
plastic LED bulbs, we might find something darker. Hiding
under the piles of glittery wrapping paper, we might uncove
layers of socioeconomic ineqiigl or toss them aside to reved
ecologicaldest ructi on; and thato
In this joyful season of giving (and worrying about rtédm
marks, and resenting your impulsive spending habits, and
forgetting your s c aistayaditeinh
the world around you. Follow the news, even just from a
distance. Get involved with efforts in your community. Speal
up when vy o uibthiss the onyevayrthatehdnge
can begin to hathedalglow®the as
twinkling Christmas light$ull you into apathy.

Have a safe and happy Winter Break, Warriors!.Be:conscio
and be happy.

Morghen Jael

& Come buy some holiday baked goods and support two Westdale clubs at the sameefi The

-8 ”

Sequitur is partnering with Triune for a bake sale on Thurs. December 21 Save the date!
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@») JANNOUNCEMENTS (((b»

; The Westdale Music rtme.
= , The Winter Concert! !
! 6Tis the season for great |l ive musi c! \Whn@ohcerehas y:

something for almost every musical taste. You will get to hear from all of our ensembles, from the jazz bands to tI-
andi just for one song all of our concert bands and orchestras will join together to form one epic symphomstmch
Il'Saxophones and strings dondét play together very of!

I But thatoés not all! During the concert, there
1cakes, cooki es asatdfy your eweet tbotho h , my!) to 1
. So, if you want to experience an i mportant parHt

talented students, come to the Winter Concert! It will take place on Wednesday December 13th from 7:30pm to g
10:00pm in the auditorium, and it will cost $2 for individuals and $5 for a family. You can bring along as many farq
members as you want, so make it a deal and invite everyone you know!

' TEACHER + DUCT TAPE + WALL 1 ; Photography on School TVs! !
| : |

This is your chance. Tickets are on sale until : ! Share your Westdale school life photos and ,
; December 1% Buy the tape: - ! selfies on our TVs. Class projects, your gipents, .
. I 1$ per piece : I your artwork, you & your friends at lunch, on the team!
! 1 2% for 3 pieces 'yin a clubéall things we s!

! 12$ for an entire roll .

I This tape-the-teacher event takes place orDecember | Send your photos wmelnick@hwdsb.on.ca
1.2h- . (Ms. Melnick) as soon as you take them!

U Period 3 is Ms Visca;
i Period 4 is Mr Gint Murphy.
Proceedsvill be usedo support the Mus

Advice from the best

Dear A,

l m not sure what ki nd ofsocial rules, the gift receiver will pretend to like

Help! whatever gift you give them so just do whatever!

Sincerely, Happy Holidays bois!!

S(0)S *side note: Secret Sal
economically challenging activity; remember that

Dear S(O)S, thoughtful gifts are worth mug¢imuch more than any

The holiday seasvois upon us! Gift giving is a other kind. Spreading joy > buying an expensive

daunting task, but a quick stalk of their socials and i present!
sneaky conference with their friends should do the Sincerely,
trick. Always remember that most of the time, becat A


mailto:wmelnick@hwdsb.on.ca
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(Formal Cancelledcontinues from front page):

This is obviously illegal and prohibited, as well ¢
stated under the safety sectiorthe Hamilton
Went worth District Scho

Conduct, A[] Students are
possession of, or be under the influence of, or prov
ot hers with alcohol or

intoxication of students at the W.&:ween dance that
directly correlated to not having a formal this year.
And the decision to not have a formal should be se
as a message to the student population that the
behaviour would not be tolerated again. While
intoxication on school grounds can beyer
detrimental for students, it can be equally detrimen
for the faculty as well.

When it comes to schoshnctioned events,
teachers and administration are ultimately responsi
for the safety and security of the students. When
students are intagated by any substance, their safe
is in jeopardy and it falls on the teachers to make s
that they are taken care of. When there is such aw
range of students who are under the influence, it
makes the just nearly impossible for the teachers tc
able to care for the studentsor should they have to.
The teachers are also legally liable for students at
these events. What if there is a situation in which a
intoxicated student decides to leave the dance and
drive under the influence? And whsaid student
crashes a car, and injures themselves or someone
What if something even worse than that happens?
What if an intoxicated student went home to bed ar
choked on their own vomit in their sleep? What if al
assaukl-sexual or otherwisehgppens because of
someone's poor intoxicated decision?

I understand that many might think that these
scenarios are faetched, but sadly for some, they m
be an unfortunate reality if things get too far out of
hand. And if anything similar to whatescribed were
to happen, the faculty would be blamed and be hels
legally and criminally responsible. The decision to r
have a formal was not just to protect those who ma
excessively drink at the event, but also the teacher.
well.

OPRINIO
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It needs to be understood that teachers are
volunteering their time in order to supervise these
events. Teachers volunteer to supervise these evel
not because they have to, but because they want t
Better yet, most even enjoy doing so. Most teacher
wart students to let loose for a night and have fun,
that idea does not involve supervising intoxicated
underage students.

Although | am very disappointed that Westdale
not having a winter formal this year, | can see wher
the teachers are cong from. They did not just sit at
their desks and mischievously decide to cancel forr
simply because they had nothing better to do. Thei
reasoning was fair and valid. | just hope that the sa
mistakes are not made again next year, and that d¢
can ke held once again.
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What Ever Happened to Student Voice~

Opinion about the cancellation of winter formal: the process, and implications
By: Lane OO0Hara Cooke
But throughout Elementary School, | so clearly
Remember in Elementary Saflavhen ifone  remember not caring about the mischief maker, and

student didnot follow a fylydirecting my anger toward the authority member
in for recess? Well, Westdale Secondary School is  and this is thefatal flaw of group punishment: when
trying this same method of group punishment. you penalize a group of innocent peogpie this case,

the students that were not drinkinthey will revolt.
They will be angry. They will lose respect for the
authority.

On November 16t h, We
sent a text out to its members (see belowpancing
the decision made by staff and administration to susj
dances and formals for «
repercussion to the Hal/l
dance was described by 1
were an overwhelming amount of suspensiginen to
underage drinkers. Due to health and safety concern
the dance was shut down an hour early.

When students feel that their vasckave not been
taken into account, the
sets in. Why was there not an assembly held to even
consider hearing from those who have done nothing
wrong? Why was there not a conversation between
students and staff to address whad happened? Why
havendot we discussed wh?

In Elementary School, it was always explaine: _
dangerous and unacceptable, especially at school

to me that group punishment was given to teach the
students a lesson, so that next time everyone would events?

know not to break the rules again. Sometimes a grun ) _

teacher would tell me they would use group punishm By not tglklng about what hgppened and ther_1 gn
to cause social consequences against the troublema agroup pun{shment, you both silence student voice :
In theory, the rest of the class would be annoyed witl YOU cause divisiveess between the student body and
the particular student and if anythingathvould really staff. What happened at the Halloween dance was

be the thing to stop the student from becoming a rep embarrassmg and shoulld never happen again, but w
offender should use it as a learning experience to move forws

together.

Today 4:17 PM

Triune: Staff and administration
have decided to have one year
off of formals and dances (not
prom) as a harsh repercussion
to the Halloween dance.

Triune: So there will be NO
formal this year unfortunately.
We will discuss more at the next
Triune meeting.

Text back to reply

Send

The texts sent by Triune to its membe
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The Trip of a Lifetime

My unforgettable experience on aMle to Weinternational trip

iHel | o! My name i s Ka
student here at Westdale. Last year | had the experier
a lifetime.l decided to go on a Me to We trip to Ecuadot
all started one day during the summer before my gra
school year. It was just a regular day in my life; | v
spending time at my cottage, eating breakfast. | was tal
with my mom about how my sisteras really getting intc
sailboat racing. |, on the other hand, stopped being sc
sailing and was |l ooking
socially conscious and wanted to do something to chi
the world and do more than just donating to help a che
| really wanted to make a difference on a global scale.

My mom suggested going on a Me to We trip. |
to We is a social enterprise that encourages youth to 1
change gloablly. | went onto their website and was pr
sold on the idea in a matter of miest | choose to g
Ecuador because it looked really interesting in the ph
they had online. | knew my Nana had gone there and I
it and my mother was the most comfortable with me gc
there because it was closest to home.

Now all I had to do was fudraise! | babysat, sol
cookies, and tutored kids in French. | was able raise
$2,000 dollars, which really surprised me.

Before | left, | had to get 5 vaccinations and
malaria medication that gave me the craziest dreams; |
was all worth it! Wha | got to the airport, | was shakirg
| was so nervous, but | was also really excited. The day
was finally here. It was actually happening. It felt like w.

like a dream! Surrounding me was a group of amazing

like-minded people from all across Canadd #dre United
States. They were warm and friendly and welcoming.

After our more than seven hour plane ride, with

very quick stop in San Salvador, El Salvador, we arrive |

Quito (the capital city of Ecuador). We spent 2 days in

Quito, which is a UNESC@vorld heritage site. In Quito

we went on a walking tour to learn about the history an
the culture of the city. | got to visit The Ecuador Museul
where | stood on the equator line between the Northerr
and the Southern Hemisphere. It was a surreal experie
We spent a week in Riobamba in the Chimborazo prov

TO

By: Kate Folsetter

in Ecuador.We got to learn about the culture of t
Indigenous people of the Andes. Our group project tl
was building the foundation for one of the first high schc
in this area in Ecuadot.ots of bricks were laid! We got t
participate in activities such as crafting with local wome
groups, going on a water walk, and playing soccer with
kids from the school.

Next stop was the Amazon Rainforest. This pictures
scenery wagtily from out of a story book. The climate w
hot and humid, it rained several times a day. We worke
help build another classroom in Montana. | met a girl
age at the build site, she was really sweet to me. | talki
her in my broken Spanish. Wetgo experience Amazonia
culture firsthand. | got to learn how to use a blow gun, th
Amazon warriors spears and taste a hot Amazonian pe
The Amazon Rainforest was really a beautiful place.

| had an amazing experience on my trip toi&stor
this summer. In conclusion, my Me to We trip made a
huge impact on who | am today. | learned so much abao
myself and the world around me. Now | definitely want
be able to change the world one day. Next year | will be
going another Me to We tripfTanzania, Africa, and | am
fundraising by selling d¢
interested!!). If you are a kind, socially conscious teena
looking to learn more about the world around you and
wanting to make a change, | would definitely recommet
going on a Me to We trip this summer! For more
information, visit- www.We.org.

A photo from the trip!
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FAMINE, CHOLERA, BLOODSHED: YEMEN IN CRISIS

A candid report on the
United Nations undesecretarygeneral anc
emergeny relief ccor di nat or Mar k

will be the largest famine the world has seen for dece
with millions of wvictim
due to it, according to negovernmental organizatio
Save the Children. A Saubllockade indaed famine in
Yemen has reached horrific proportions this Novemt

The Saudied coalition has partially lifted th
blockaded to allow humanitarian organizations throt
However, this is not nearly enough to help the millic
starving, United Nationspp of f i ci al s s
is slow the collapse towards a massive humanite
tragedy costing million:
in a joint statement re
population has witnessed one of the largest chc
outbreaks of all time, and hospitals are already banki
and understaffed treating cholera infections. The I
amount of starving people has only applied more stre
an already damaged medical system.

At the beginning of this November, the Sau
blockadewas set up and closed all ports and prevel
aid shipments from reaching Yemen. This was &
Yemeni Houthi rebels launched a ballistic missile t
was shot down at Riyadh, the capital of Saudi Arabia.
ballistic missil e onyacsording
to the rebels. No one was injured by the strike. Si
Arabi ads government acc
providing the Houthi rebels with access to ballis
missiles, as it has been known to do in the past. £
Arabia has been perpetratiag airstrike campaign or
Y e me n 0 s-cohtlled north since 2015.

countryos cr i tBy:.ladrStackiomd

The Houthis have <cl airt
trying to replace the Shiite Zaydi Muslim identity wi
the Wahabi Sunni Islam, similar to what is practisec
Saudi Arabia.

The blockaé received immense global outc
condemning Saudi Arabia. In a statement publishec
the office of British Prime Minister Theresa M:
November 30th, it was stated that during a titt@g tour
through the Middle East, May talked to Crown Prir
Mohammed I Salman of Saudi Arabia and made cls
t hat Aithe flow of cC omm
country depends must be resumed if we are to av
humani tari an catastroph
what many NGOs, such as Save the Children and Ui
Nations had been saying for weeks. However,
president Donald Trump
stance fiercely.

Former Yemeni president Ali Abdullah Saleh
announced he is willing
Saudi coal ition asi el goenoc
televised Speech December 2nd. The speech
followed by Houthi rebels calling Saleh a traitor, &
triggering armed battl e:
Sanaa between Houthi rebels and Saleh supporters.
is despite previous allianceetween the two group:s
Tanks were deployed through residential streets, as
as snipers positioned on building roofs.

Yemen is in indisputable crisis. Civil war and disei
has brought the splintered country to its knees. This
monolithic humanitaan catastrophe the likes of ha
never been seen.
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An Escape from an Oppressive Regime
By: Kofi Donaldson

On November 13th, a North Korean soldier w North Korea experienc:¢
spotted crossing the DMZ (Demilitarized Zone) that killed more than a million peoplaithe 1990s. This
serves as the border beten North and South Korea. encouraged more than 30 000 people to escape sinc
CCTV cameras captured footage of a vehicle passin then. There have been many reports of North Korea
military checkpoints before getting stuck in a ditch.  experiencing stunted growth due to inadequate nutrit
Other North Korean soldiers began to run after the including the North Korean defector mentioned befor
vehicle. The man then exited the truck and attempte« He is believed to be ihis late 20s, is 5 feet 5 inches te
flee on foot. Inseconds, the soldiers began to open fii and weighs 132 pounds. However, an average high
on him. school male senior is 5 foot 8 inches tall and weighs

pounds.
When the man crossed the border into South

Korea, a guard could be seen pursuing the wounded This recent discovery has made many wonde
defector. This man c¢ont iisNorthKoreaisas much as athreatas we once
Korean side.® He col | ap ¢though?

Koreansoldiers dragged him to safety.

A United States Blackops helicopter transport
him to a hospital near Seoul where he was treated b
doctors and under went mi
defection was the most dramatic defection from the
North inyears, makinpead!| i nes i n S
Scot Leffler from the cl

Lee CookJang and his team of surgeons
di scovered that the def
occupied by dozens of f
my twenty yeas as a surgeon, | have only seen
something |ike this in 1
This recent discovery i:¢
on the conditions that the North Korean people face
day to day basis. 0 Dewemi
not surprised. AThe fi nt
broad sense of conditions in the isolated, impoverish
North, o they said. A 20:
sample of seventeen female defectors, seven of ther
were infected with parasitic worms. dts
approximately fortyone percent of them.

North Korean soldiers receive priority food
rationing, particularly those who are deployed near tt
border with South Korea. This implies that the gener:
population of North Korea may be in a much worse
condtion. Because of North Koreas lack of chemical
fertilizers, North Korea relies on human feces to fertil
its crop fields. This causes the spread of parasites al
disease.

Have any thoughts on this (or on any other article)? Share your opinion! Send your response to 1|
thesequitur.westdale@gmail.cand we may be abte publish it in the next issué&nonymous publication is :
always an option.




