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DECEMBER 2017   

Winter Formal Cancelled 
The less-heard perspective on the contentious dance decision 

By: Julia K. Watson 

Recently, as all of you may know, the decision has been made 

to not have a Winter Formal for the 2017-2018 school year. The 

decision was made by the active heads of each department, and was 

based off of multiple contributing factors, all relating to the Wac-O-

Ween dance.  Although I am not personally happy with the decision to 

not have a formal, I understand the perspective that teachers are 

coming from.  

The main factor that added to the decision was the excessive 

alcohol and drug consumption in which many (not all) students 

partook at the Wac-O-Ween dance. . . (Formal Cancelled is 

continued on page 4) 

 

 

 

In this issue . . . 

. . . seasonal photography gallery (insert) . . . 

Yemen is in indisputable crisis. Civil war and disease 

has brought the splintered country to its knees. This 

is a monolithic humanitarian catastrophe the likes of 

which have never been seen . . . 

. . . an investigation of the current humanitarian crisis 

in Yemen (page 7) . . . 

. . . some hilarious holiday 

horoscopes (page 19) . . . 

Westdale Wins at 

Water Polo  
A summary of our schoolôs 

staggering success in the sport 

By: Zeynep Berra Yilmaz 

Water polo is a game very different from 

other ball sports due to its rules and 

requirements. But for Westdale, it has a 

common aspect it shares with other sports; 

Westdale is again the very best at it. All 

teams are in the championship finals 

every year and usually win with blowouts. 

Senior girls went undefeated for 15 years 

straight until last year and have earned 18 

championships in 23 years while juniors 

earned 8 championships in 14 years. . . 

(Water Polo is continued on page 10) 

 

 

 

AND SO MUCH MORE!   
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OUR TEAM   

In this issue: 

Editor -in-chief: Morghen Jael 

Staff Advisor: Ms. Baboudjian 

Contributors : Miruna Dragomir, Sonya 

Pallapothu, Annie Kang, Madeline Loewith, 

Angelica Tristani, Justice Tomlinson, Zeynep 

Berra Yilmaz, Talar Stockton, Sarah Sellens, 

Paige Sills, Ayesha Nainar, Nicola Lawford, 

Hannah Kruizinga, Valerie Canton, Mackenna 

Friesen, Elyssa Armstrong, Megan Cyr, Kate 

Folsetter, Lane OôHara Cooke, Kofi Donaldson, 

Sadhana Jeykumar, Julia K. Watson, Jordan 

Denkers, Dikshya Kafle 

 

GET IN TOUCH TO JOIN OUR 

TEAM!  

Visit Ms. B in room 209 for information, or 

email us at thesequitur.westdale@gmail.com  
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Come buy some holiday baked goods and support two Westdale clubs at the same time ï The 

Sequitur is partnering with Triune for a bake sale on Thurs. December 21st! Save the date! 

NOTE FROM THE EDITOR 

Hey Westdale, 

Happy Holidays! If youôre reading this, youôve just received 

your first gift of the season ï this monthôs issue is stuffed with 

student contributions to intrigue you, to engage you, and to 

warm your freezing heart.  

As I admire the new fairy lights I hung in my bedroom (a Black 

Friday deal, of course), I begin to contemplate the meaning of 

light. This time of the year, light seems to be coming from 

everywhere . . . at least superficially. Thrumming overhead 

fluorescents keep the strip mall stores open an extra hour for 

the holiday shopping apocalypse, while the minivans stuffed 

into the parking lot collectively reflect a festive seasonal glare. 

But if we look past the glint of the tinsel and the shine of the 

plastic LED bulbs, we might find something darker. Hiding 

under the piles of glittery wrapping paper, we might uncover 

layers of socioeconomic inequality, or toss them aside to reveal 

ecological destruction; and thatôs just for starters. 

In this joyful season of giving (and worrying about mid-term 

marks, and resenting your impulsive spending habits, and 

forgetting your scarf at home), itôs important to stay active in 

the world around you. Follow the news, even just from a 

distance. Get involved with efforts in your community. Speak 

up when youôre concerned ï this is the only way that change 

can begin to happen. Please donôt let the dull glow of the 

twinkling Christmas lights lull you into apathy.  

Have a safe and happy Winter Break, Warriors! Be conscious, 

and be happy.  

Morghen Jael  
 

Our advertising team: Sam Barringer, Layla 

Eldakhakhni, Sameer Waheed, Maya 

Schikolenko, Claire Emili, and Sarah Sellens 

mailto:thesequitur.westdale@gmail.com
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Dear A, 

Iôm not sure what kind of gift to get for Secret Santa. 

Help! 

Sincerely, 

S(O)S 

 

Dear S(O)S, 

The holiday season is upon us! Gift giving is a 

daunting task, but a quick stalk of their socials and a 

sneaky conference with their friends should do the 

trick. Always remember that most of the time, because 

of  

 

of social rules, the gift receiver will pretend to like 

whatever gift you give them so just do whatever! 

Happy Holidays bois!! 

*side note: Secret Santa gift giving shouldnôt be an 

economically challenging activity; remember that 

thoughtful gifts are worth much, much more than any 

other kind. Spreading joy > buying an expensive 

present!  

Sincerely, 

A 

 

DEAR A . . . 

Advice from the best 

The Westdale Music Department presentsé 

The Winter Concert! 

óTis the season for great live music! Whether you like Christmas carols or jazz, Westdaleôs Winter Concert has 

something for almost every musical taste. You will get to hear from all of our ensembles, from the jazz bands to the choir, 

and ï just for one song ï all of our concert bands and orchestras will join together to form one epic symphonic orchestra. 

Saxophones and strings donôt play together very often, so donôt miss out on this rare opportunity!  

But thatôs not all! During the concert, there will also be a bake sale featuring loads of scrumptious homemade 

cakes, cookies and pies (éoh, my!) to satisfy your sweet tooth.  

So, if you want to experience an important part of Westdaleôs culture and listen to wonderful music played by 

talented students, come to the Winter Concert! It will take place on Wednesday December 13th from 7:30pm to around 

10:00pm in the auditorium, and it will cost $2 for individuals and $5 for a family. You can bring along as many family 

members as you want, so make it a deal and invite everyone you know!  

 

If youôve never been to a Westdale concert, now is the time ï you wonôt get another chance until spring! TEACHER + DUCT TAPE + WALL  

This is your chance. Tickets are on sale until 

December 11th! Buy the tape:  

¶ 1$ per piece   

¶ 2$ for 3 pieces   

¶ 12$ for an entire roll  

This tape-the-teacher event takes place on December 

12th: 

ü Period 3 is Ms Visca;  

ü Period 4 is Mr Gint Murphy.  

Proceeds will be used to support the Music 

students go to the Golden Horseshoe competition! 

Photography on School TVs! 

Share your Westdale school life photos and 

selfies on our TVs. Class projects, your experiments, 

your artwork, you & your friends at lunch, on the team, 

in a clubéall things Westdale. 

Send your photos to wmelnick@hwdsb.on.ca 

(Ms. Melnick) as soon as you take them! 

mailto:wmelnick@hwdsb.on.ca
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(Formal Cancelled continues from front page):  

      This is obviously illegal and prohibited, as well as 

stated under the safety section in the Hamilton 

Wentworth District School Boardôs Student Code of 

Conduct, ñ[Students are prohibited to] Be in 

possession of, or be under the influence of, or provide 

others with alcohol or illegal drugs.ò It was the 

intoxication of students at the Wac-O-ween dance that 

directly correlated to not having a formal this year. 

And the decision to not have a formal should be seen 

as a message to the student population that the 

behaviour would not be tolerated again. While 

intoxication on school grounds can be very 

detrimental for students, it can be equally detrimental 

for the faculty as well.  

      When it comes to school-sanctioned events, 

teachers and administration are ultimately responsible 

for the safety and security of the students. When 

students are intoxicated by any substance, their safety 

is in jeopardy and it falls on the teachers to make sure 

that they are taken care of. When there is such a wide 

range of students who are under the influence, it 

makes the just nearly impossible for the teachers to be 

able to care for the students--nor should they have to. 

The teachers are also legally liable for students at 

these events. What if there is a situation in which an 

intoxicated student decides to leave the dance and then 

drive under the influence? And what if said student 

crashes a car, and injures themselves or someone else? 

What if something even worse than that happens? 

What if an intoxicated student went home to bed and 

choked on their own vomit in their sleep? What if an 

assault--sexual or otherwise--happens because of 

someone's poor intoxicated decision? 

        I understand that many might think that these 

scenarios are far-fetched, but sadly for some, they may 

be an unfortunate reality if things get too far out of 

hand. And if anything similar to what I described were 

to happen, the faculty would be blamed and be held 

legally and criminally responsible. The decision to not 

have a formal was not just to protect those who may 

excessively drink at the event, but also the teachers as 

well.  

      

      It needs to be understood that teachers are 

volunteering their time in order to supervise these 

events. Teachers volunteer to supervise these events 

not because they have to, but because they want to. 

Better yet, most even enjoy doing so. Most teachers 

want students to let loose for a night and have fun, but 

that idea does not involve supervising intoxicated 

underage students.  

       Although I am very disappointed that Westdale is 

not having a winter formal this year, I can see where 

the teachers are coming from. They did not just sit at 

their desks and mischievously decide to cancel formal 

simply because they had nothing better to do. Their 

reasoning was fair and valid. I just hope that the same 

mistakes are not made again next year, and that dances 

can be held once again. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Westdale & the World OPINION 
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What Ever Happened to Student Voice?  

Opinion about the cancellation of winter formal: the process, and implications  

By: Lane OôHara Cooke 

Remember in Elementary School when if one 

student didnôt follow a rule, the whole class had to stay 

in for recess? Well, Westdale Secondary School is 

trying this same method of group punishment.  

On November 16th, Westdaleôs Triune board 

sent a text out to its members (see below) announcing 

the decision made by staff and administration to suspend 

dances and formals for one year ñas a harsh 

repercussion to the Halloween dance.ò The Halloween 

dance was described by many as a ñdisaster.ò There 

were an overwhelming amount of suspensions given to 

underage drinkers. Due to health and safety concerns, 

the dance was shut down an hour early.  

In Elementary School, it was always explained 

to me that group punishment was given to teach the 

students a lesson, so that next time everyone would 

know not to break the rules again. Sometimes a grumpy 

teacher would tell me they would use group punishment 

to cause social consequences against the troublemaker. 

In theory, the rest of the class would be annoyed with 

the particular student and if anything, that would really 

be the thing to stop the student from becoming a repeat 

offender. 

        But throughout Elementary School, I so clearly 

remember not caring about the mischief maker, and 

fully directing my anger toward the authority member. 

And this is the fatal flaw of group punishment: when 

you penalize a group of innocent people - in this case, 

the students that were not drinking - they will revolt. 

They will be angry. They will lose respect for the 

authority.  

 

       When students feel that their voices have not been 

taken into account, the feeling of ñwhy do we even try?ò 

sets in. Why was there not an assembly held to even 

consider hearing from those who have done nothing 

wrong? Why was there not a conversation between 

students and staff to address what had happened? Why 

havenôt we discussed why underage drinking is 

dangerous and unacceptable, especially at school 

events?  

 

       By not talking about what happened and then giving 

a group punishment, you both silence student voice and 

you cause divisiveness between the student body and 

staff. What happened at the Halloween dance was 

embarrassing and should never happen again, but we 

should use it as a learning experience to move forward 

together.    

 
 

Westdale & the World 

The texts sent by Triune to its members 

 

OPINION 
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Westdale & the World 

The Trip of a Lifetime 

My unforgettable experience on a Me to We international trip                    By: Kate Folsetter 

ñHello! My name is Kate Folsetter. Iôm a grade 9 

student here at Westdale. Last year I had the experience of 

a lifetime. I decided to go on a Me to We trip to Ecuador. It 

all started one day during the summer before my grade 8 

school year. It was just a regular day in my life; I was 

spending time at my cottage, eating breakfast. I was talking 

with my mom about how my sister was really getting into 

sailboat racing. I, on the other hand, stopped being so into 

sailing and was looking for my next thing. Iôm pretty 

socially conscious and wanted to do something to change 

the world and do more than just donating to help a charity. 

I really wanted to make a difference on a global scale. 

My mom suggested going on a Me to We trip. Me 

to We is a social enterprise that encourages youth to make 

change gloablly. I went onto their website and was pretty 

sold on the idea in a matter of minutes. I choose to go 

Ecuador because it looked really interesting in the photos 

they had online. I knew my Nana had gone there and loved 

it and my mother was the most comfortable with me going 

there because it was closest to home. 

Now all I had to do was fundraise!  I babysat, sold 

cookies, and tutored kids in French. I was able raise over 

$2,000 dollars, which really surprised me. 

Before I left, I had to get 5 vaccinations and 

malaria medication that gave me the craziest dreams; but it 

was all worth it!  When I got to the airport, I was shaking - 

I was so nervous, but I was also really excited. The day 

was finally here. It was actually happening. It felt like was 

like a dream!  Surrounding me was a group of amazing 

like-minded people from all across Canada and the United 

States. They were warm and friendly and welcoming.   

After our more than seven hour plane ride, with a 

very quick stop in San Salvador, El Salvador, we arrived in 

Quito (the capital city of Ecuador). We spent 2 days in 

Quito, which is a UNESCO world heritage site. In Quito 

we went on a walking tour to learn about the history and 

the culture of the city. I got to visit The Ecuador Museum, 

where I stood on the equator line between the Northern 

and the Southern Hemisphere. It was a surreal experience. 

We spent a week in Riobamba in the Chimborazo province  

in Ecuador. We got to learn about the culture of the 

Indigenous people of the Andes. Our group project there 

was building the foundation for one of the first high schools 

in this area in Ecuador.  Lots of bricks were laid!  We got to 

participate in activities such as crafting with local women's 

groups, going on a water walk, and playing soccer with the 

kids from the school. 

       Next stop was the Amazon Rainforest. This picturesque 

scenery was truly from out of a story book. The climate was 

hot and humid, it rained several times a day. We worked to 

help build another classroom in Montana. I met a girl my 

age at the build site, she was really sweet to me. I talked to 

her in my broken Spanish. We got to experience Amazonian 

culture firsthand. I got to learn how to use a blow gun, throw 

Amazon warriors spears and taste a hot Amazonian pepper. 

The Amazon Rainforest was really a beautiful place.  

 

           I had an amazing experience on my trip to Ecuador 

this summer. In conclusion, my Me to We trip made a 

huge impact on who I am today. I learned so much about 

myself and the world around me. Now I definitely want to 

be able to change the world one day. Next year I will be 

going another Me to We trip to Tanzania, Africa, and I am 

fundraising by selling dog toys (let me know if youôre 

interested!!). If you are a kind, socially conscious teenager, 

looking to learn more about the world around you and 

wanting to make a change, I would definitely recommend 

going on a Me to We trip this summer!  For more 

information, visit - www.We.org. 

 
 

A photo from the trip! 
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FAMINE, CHOLERA, BLOODSHED: YEMEN IN CRISIS  

A candid report on the countryôs critical condition       By: Talar Stockton 

United Nations under-secretary-general and 

emergency relief co-ordinator Mark Lowcock says ñIt 

will be the largest famine the world has seen for decades, 

with millions of victims.ò 130 children will die each day 

due to it, according to non-governmental organization 

Save the Children. A Saudi-blockade induced famine in 

Yemen has reached horrific proportions this November.  

The Saudi-led coalition has partially lifted the 

blockaded to allow humanitarian organizations through. 

However, this is not nearly enough to help the millions 

starving, United Nations top officials stated ñall this does 

is slow the collapse towards a massive humanitarian 

tragedy costing millions of lives. It does not prevent it.ò 

in a joint statement released December 2nd. Yemenôs 

population has witnessed one of the largest cholera 

outbreaks of all time, and hospitals are already bankrupt 

and understaffed treating cholera infections. The large 

amount of starving people has only applied more stress to 

an already damaged medical system.  

At the beginning of this November, the Saudi-

blockade was set up and closed all ports and prevented 

aid shipments from reaching Yemen. This was after 

Yemeni Houthi rebels launched a ballistic missile that 

was shot down at Riyadh, the capital of Saudi Arabia. The 

ballistic missile was to hit the capitalôs airport, according 

to the rebels. No one was injured by the strike. Saudi 

Arabiaôs government accused Iranôs government of 

providing the Houthi rebels with access to ballistic 

missiles, as it has been known to do in the past. Saudi 

Arabia has been perpetrating an air-strike campaign on 

Yemenôs Houthi-controlled north since 2015. 

      The Houthis have claimed Yemenôs government is 

trying to replace the Shiite Zaydi Muslim identity with 

the Wahabi Sunni Islam, similar to what is practised in 

Saudi Arabia.  

      The blockade received immense global outcry 

condemning Saudi Arabia. In a statement published by 

the office of British Prime Minister Theresa May 

November 30th,  it was stated that during a three-day tour 

through the Middle East, May talked to Crown Prince 

Mohammed bin Salman of Saudi Arabia and made clear 

that ñthe flow of commercial supplies on which the 

country depends must be resumed if we are to avert a 

humanitarian catastrophe,ò. The statement reinstated 

what many NGOs, such as Save the Children and United 

Nations had been saying for weeks. However, US 

president Donald Trump has supported Saudi Arabiaôs 

stance fiercely.  

       Former Yemeni president Ali Abdullah Saleh has 

announced he is willing to ñturn a new pageò with the 

Saudi coalition as long as they ñlift the siegeò in a 

televised Speech December 2nd. The speech was 

followed by Houthi rebels calling Saleh a traitor, and 

triggering armed battles in the streets of Yemenôs capital 

Sanaa between Houthi rebels and Saleh supporters. This 

is despite previous alliance between the two groups. 

Tanks were deployed through residential streets, as well 

as snipers positioned on building roofs.  

       Yemen is in indisputable crisis. Civil war and disease 

has brought the splintered country to its knees. This is a 

monolithic humanitarian catastrophe the likes of have 

never been seen. 

 
 

Westdale & the World 
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An Escape from an Oppressive Regime  

By: Kofi Donaldson 

On November 13th, a North Korean soldier was 

spotted crossing the DMZ (Demilitarized Zone) that 

serves as the border between North and South Korea. 

CCTV cameras captured footage of a vehicle passing 

military checkpoints before getting stuck in a ditch. 

Other North Korean soldiers began to run after the 

vehicle. The man then exited the truck and attempted to 

flee on foot. In seconds, the soldiers began to open fire 

on him. 

 When the man crossed the border into South 

Korea, a guard could be seen pursuing the wounded 

defector. This man continued to run to óthe South 

Korean side.ô He collapsed shortly after and three South 

Korean soldiers dragged him to safety.  

A United States Blackops helicopter transported 

him to a hospital near Seoul where he was treated by 

doctors and underwent multiple surgeries. ñThis 

defection was the most dramatic defection from the 

North in years, making headlines in South Korea,ò says 

Scot Leffler from the channel óDefense Updatesô. 

           Lee Cook-Jang and his team of surgeons 

discovered that the defectorôs damaged intestines were 

occupied by dozens of fully grown parasitic worms. ñIn 

my twenty years as a surgeon, I have only seen 

something like this in medical textbooks,ò said Dr. Lee. 

This recent discovery is said ñto have shed some light 

on the conditions that the North Korean people face on a 

day to day basis.ò Despite this, experts on parasites were 

not surprised. ñThe finding was consistent with the 

broad sense of conditions in the isolated, impoverished 

North,ò they said. A 2014 study revealed that from a 

sample of seventeen female defectors, seven of them 

were infected with parasitic worms. That is 

approximately forty-one percent of them. 

North Korean soldiers receive priority food 

rationing, particularly those who are deployed near the 

border with South Korea. This implies that the general 

population of North Korea may be in a much worse 

condition. Because of North Koreas lack of chemical 

fertilizers, North Korea relies on human feces to fertilize 

its crop fields. This causes the spread of parasites and 

disease. 

 

        North Korea experienced a ñgreatò famine which 

killed more than a million people in the 1990s. This 

encouraged more than 30 000 people to escape since 

then.  There have been many reports of North Koreans 

experiencing stunted growth due to inadequate nutrition, 

including the North Korean defector mentioned before. 

He is believed to be in his late 20s, is 5 feet 5 inches tall 

and weighs 132 pounds. However, an average high 

school male senior is 5 foot 8 inches tall and weighs 154 

pounds. 

             This recent discovery has made many wonder: 

is North Korea is as much as a threat as we once 

thought?  

 

Westdale & the World 

Have any thoughts on this (or on any other article)? Share your opinion! Send your response to 

thesequitur.westdale@gmail.com and we may be able to publish it in the next issue! Anonymous publication is 

always an option.  

 


