Spencer Valley Holding School Council Meeting Minutes
April 9th, 2018

1.Call to order - Becky 

Welcoming of Anne Campbell to Council as our Community Rep

2.Approval of Minutes – Julie, Kristin
3.Approval of Agenda- Lisa

4. Celebrations – parents loved the Grades 3-5 concert. 

5. Principals Report - Audrey
Focussing on a Positive School Culture. Staff has identified 2 areas to help achieve this: “Belonging and Respect” “What is good for some is good for all”.

Promoting self-discipline, self-regulation
School now has a Calming Room (self explanatory) and a Hub Room:

an area on the stage with exercise bike, elliptical machine to provide body breaks for students to let off steam/ let out frustrations, accelerate brain function to better facilitate learning. More equipment to come including a punching bag. Students using the hub are always supervised by an EA.
Some standing desks to be purchased to help engage certain students.

Looking at purchasing more updated desks, robotics and coding equipment (all transferable to new school) to help bring the school into a 21st century learning environment. 

Walked through the school with Superintendent and Trustee with focus on Kinder Rooms.  Consensus is the rooms are not too small and the sizes are in compliance with HWDSB. They did however recognize that natural light is a huge issue and that outdoor pen area needs to be improved. Thinking of sandbox and tree stumps to make it more interesting. Also would like to get new outdoor bikes and toys for kinders.

Earth Day – clean up. Judy Partridge will donate supplies. Friday April 20th
Math- provincial scores are low. Board–wide goal is 65% . Staff is teaming with the Board resources to improve staff skills. 
Communications: The website has finally been changed. It will be update regularly with information and upcoming events. * please encourage parents to register and to check the website. 

Looking into Cinervoice to send out automated messages for emergencies and bus issues. 

6. Staff Update -Nancy 

Kinders are going on 2 field trips 

Music trip to Toronto planned for Band with Mrs. Saunders in May

Grade 6 went to see “A Wrinkle in Time” 

It was decided to move the Grade 5 Cave Springs trip to the fall (becoming a grade 6 trip) providing good opportunity for Millgrove and SVS students to get acquainted at the beginning of the year.  Current grade 5 Millgrove students are already going to Cave Springs in June so might have to think of something different. 
Ms. Lessard and Mrs. Johnson are leading mental health workshop . Board is launching We Help program. Mental Health Week is 2nd week in May. 
Year books are available for order $20

Wish lists are being created by teachers to be presented to Council to decide where fundraising dollars go. 

May 3 is open house 
April 30 is swim meet (grades 6,7,8) 

7. Millgrove Update – Julie:

May 3 PRO grant night “Raising Good Decision Makers” Dr. Gene Clinton 

Same day as open house. Need to communicate better between the 2 schools to avoid scheduling conflicts. 

8. Financial Report: was passed around to meeting attendees to view

9. Fundraising and Events – Erin 

Chocolate Fundraiser raised over $10,500 

Usage of funds to benefit current students to be discussed further 

Council agreed to use some funds for music trip subsidies, senior trip and Grad prom project.

Garden club to be lead by Erin.

10. Parents Reaching Out (PRO) grant – Becky 

Anthony Berlingeri to come and do a school-wide Mindfulness session followed by another session for parents at a later date. 
11. Development of SVS Constitution – no update

12. Mental Health and well being committee – no update 

13. Rural School Update- Kristin: all rural schools to get a $3600 grant to be used for field trips this year (Kristin to clarify if it can be used into next school year) 

14.  Staff Appreciation Pancake Breakfast to be lead by Anne Campbell date: May 2

15. Grad Committee: Jenn V and Krista – no update

16. Grade 8 choices date June 5th lead by Beckey Jackson 

17. Gluten Free Pizza: Angie to look into this 

18. Earth Day clean up 

19. April 12. Support of Humbolt Broncos with wear a Jersey to school.

