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DIPLOMA REQUIREMENTS
• 30 Credits

• 18 compulsory
• 12 elective

• 40 Community Involvement Hours 
• Ontario Secondary School Literacy Requirement
• date and format for this year’s test is to be announced for students 

graduating in 21/22 or later



COMPULSORY COURSE REQUIREMENTS
●4 English
●1 French
●3 Mathematics (1 at the senior level)
●2 Science
●1 Canadian History
●1 Canadian Geography
●1 Arts (Visual, Music, Drama or Dance)
●1 Health and Physical Education

●1 Civics (.5 credit)
●1 Career Studies (.5 credit)
●1 additional credit in English OR third 
Language OR Social Science, OR Canadian 
and World Studies OR Co-op OR Guidance 
(Group 1)  

●1 additional credit in Health and Physical 
Education OR Business Studies OR Arts OR 
Co-op (Group 2)

●1 additional credit in Science (Grade 11 or 
12) OR Technology (Grade 9-12) OR Co-op 
(Group 3)



CERTIFICATE REQUIREMENTS
The Ontario Secondary School Certificate is a pathway for some 
students and can also be granted on request to students who leave 
school before earning the Ontario Secondary School Diploma. The 
requirements for an OSSC are:
Compulsory Credits (total of 7)

● 2 credits in English
● 1 credit in Mathematics
● 1 credit in Science
● 1 credit in Canadian History OR Canadian Geography
● 1 credit in Health and Physical Education
● 1 credit in the Arts OR Technological Education



COURSE OPTIONS SHEET



Failure is not an option! 6
Credit Summary

Current Courses, 
(marks and absences)

Previous Courses Taken
and marks achieved 
(failures/repeats included) Community Hours

Literacy 
Requirement 

Previous Courses Taken
and marks achieved 
(failures/repeats included)

Current Courses, 
(marks and absences)

Credit Summary

Community Hours

Literacy 
Requirement



ONTARIO SECONDARY SCHOOL LITERACY TEST
● administered during Grade 10 year
● based on expectations for language 
and communication up to and 
including Grade 9
● accommodations for ESL students   
and students with an IEP (content 
may not be altered)
● a deferral may be granted
● exemptions for students not  
working toward a secondary school 
diploma
●this year’s test date and format is 
TBA



COURSE PATHWAYS - GRADES 11 & 12

▪College
▪University (and Advanced Placement)
▪Open
▪Workplace



eLEARNING OPTIONS

▪ There are over 100 eLearning options being offered for the 
2022/2023 school year

▪ All eLearning courses can be chosen through Xello
▪ eLearning are delivered asynchronously and are completed 

independently

▪ elearning courses have an “el” at the end of the course -

AVI2O1el 



READING A COURSE CODE
ENG3C1

Subject Code
Grade
1=grade 9
2=grade 10
3=grade 11
4=grade 12

Credit 
Value

Pathway
U=University
C=College
E = Workplace
O=Open



NEXT YEAR IN GRADE 11: YOU MUST TAKE
▪ENGLISH

▪MATH
(any other compulsory course 
you did not complete)

▪ PLUS 6 ELECTIVES OF 
YOUR CHOICE







Specialist High 
Skills Major

Arts and Culture



Arts and Culture SHSM
Gain hands-on experience, and community 
connections through the Arts and Culture 
sector.

Students should sign up for at least 2 Arts 
Credits in Gr.11.  These can include…
- Drama 
- Dance 
- Visual Arts
- Photography
- Animation
- Fashion

- Students should also consider taking at least 
1 course in Business, Computer Studies, or 
Canadian and World Studies

In order to be successful in graduating with 
the Arts and Culture SHSM Diploma, 
students will also need to complete a Co-op 
placement (either in Gr.11 or Gr.12). 

The Co-op can either connect to a work 
experience in the Arts and Culture sector, 
OR students can audition for ArtSmart, 
MacNab’s Musical Theatre Program!

If you have questions, reach out to 
Ms.Barda or Mr.Cowan



Specialist High Skills 
Major

Hospitality and 
Tourism





INSTRUCTIONS FOR COURSE OPTIONS



INSTRUCTIONS FOR COURSE OPTIONS
▪Use your Status Sheet to identify 

courses that need to be selected 
for next year
▪ Log in to Xello through the HUB 

or Go to the Sir Allan MacNab 
Secondary School website: 
http://schools.hwdsb.on.ca/mac
nab/



INSTRUCTIONS FOR COURSE OPTIONS
WHEN YOU ARE READY TO GET 
STARTED, ACCESS YOUR 
“COURSE PLANNER” from your 
“DASHBOARD” 



INSTRUCTIONS FOR COURSE OPTIONS
You will find courses you are 
currently taking (or have 
completed in past grades) will 
appear in green. 



INSTRUCTIONS FOR COURSE OPTIONS
Listed at the top of your next 
year’s list will be your 
compulsory/required courses.  
These are courses like English, 
Math, and Science.  
Underneath your compulsory 
courses are spaces to choose 
your elective/optional courses. 



INSTRUCTIONS FOR COURSE OPTIONS
Pick a requirement (ie: ENGLISH) 
to open up all the course options 
for that subject. 



INSTRUCTIONS FOR COURSE OPTIONS
When making your selection 
from Workplace, Applied, 
Academic, or Advanced 
Placement Pathways, make sure 
you have taken the required pre-
requisites already. (green)



INSTRUCTIONS FOR COURSE OPTIONS
Click “ADD” next to the course 
you want to include in your 
COURSE PLANNER. 



INSTRUCTIONS FOR COURSE OPTIONS
Then click the next course at the 
top of the page to view and 
select your remaining 
compulsory and elective 
courses. (ie: Math)  



INSTRUCTIONS FOR COURSE OPTIONS
Once you are finished selecting 
all of your courses for the 
following year, you can click 
“DONE”



INSTRUCTIONS FOR COURSE OPTIONS
You can now return back to the 
planner page to see a birds-eye-
view of your course planner, and 
your selections for next year. 



INSTRUCTIONS FOR COURSE OPTIONS
Be on the look-out for BLUE 
icons or RED alerts.  The BLUE 
icon means there is more 
information regarding the 
course you selected.  The RED 
alert may mean that you do not 
have the prerequisite for the 
course you have selected. 



INSTRUCTIONS FOR COURSE OPTIONS
Check out the Drop-down menu 
at the top to make sure you are 
on track to meet your 
graduation requirement goals.  
(For example, you require Gr.9 
and Gr.10 Science to graduate)



INSTRUCTIONS FOR COURSE OPTIONS
When you have selected all of your 
compulsory and elective courses for next 
year, have no RED alerts, and have 
checked your graduation progress, you 
can click on the “READY TO SUBMIT” 
button. 
The Lock symbol at the top of your 
planner means you are done!  Please 
note that once this lock symbol has 
appeared, you will not be able to change 
your course options again. 
You are finished! Way to go!



Need some help?
February 22 - February 25 is 

XELLO HELP WEEK!
Guidance counsellors are available each day this week in the Library 
Learning Commons for all periods unless otherwise indicated below.

Grade 9s – Tuesday, February 22nd (not available period 3)
Grade 10s – Wednesday, February 23rd

Grade 11s – Thursday, February 24th

Grade 12s – Friday, February 25th



IMPORTANT REMINDERS
• Check prerequisites for grade 10 and 11 courses (and university and college 

programs for the future) 
• Use the Xello course guide or the HWDSB course calendar available online at 

www.hwdsb.on.ca for course descriptions
• Students are expected to complete their course options on their own, but 

counsellors will be available during the week of February 22nd - 25th
• Course options entry is due Wednesday, March 2nd.
• By selecting your course options and clicking “done”, you are 

confirming parental/guardian permission for your choices.
• Parents and guardians are asked to confirm course options in Parent 

Portal

http://www.hwdsb.on.ca/
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