
KINDERGARTEN
ORIENTATION 2021-22

Hess Street 
School 

welcomes 
your family.



OUR PRINCIPAL
AND OFFICE STAFF KEEP US SAFE

Mr. Johnston
Principal

Mrs. Lane
Office Administrator

Ms. Smith
Office Administrator



MEET THE EDUCATOR TEAM: CLASS KA

Mrs. Bernacki Ms. Ahmed



MEET THE EDUCATOR TEAM: CLASS KB

Ms. Alfano Ms. Eterno



MEET THE EDUCATOR TEAM: CLASS KC

Ms. Maclachlan Ms. de Boer



OUR CUSTODIANS MAKE OUR
SCHOOL A MORE PLEASANT AND SAFE PLACE TO BE

Mr. Watts Ms. Robbins



OUR EDUCATIONAL ASSISTANTS MAKE SPECIAL 
EDUCATION A RICHER EXPERIENCE

Ms. Smyth Ms. Davidson



OTHER TEACHERS SUPPORT OUR 
LEARNING TOO

Mr. Morganti Ms. Luker Ms. Howcroft
Learning Resource Teachers Reading Specialist



Use this booklet as your guide. It helps 
to explain program structures, developmental 
milestones, school pandemic precautions, etc.

In this unique year, we will mail each family 
registering a child for kindergarten a copy of the 
updated Countdown to Kindergarten parent 
handbook.

The HWDSB 
Kindergarten 

Handbook



THE KEY 
TO 

LEARNING



KINDERGARTEN 
LEARNING



THIS IS 
HESS 

STREET
SCHOOL

Kindergarten classes 
are all day, everyday.

Monday – Friday
8:50 – 3:10



COMMUNICATION OF LEARNING

v Fall - Initial Observations report
v Winter - Communication of Learning reports
v Spring - Communication of Learning reports

Understanding Your 
Child's Reports http://bit.ly/2V7xqxC

http://bit.ly/2V7xqxC


WHAT DO WE NEED TO BRING?

Each class is slightly different in character but it is a good idea 
to LABEL everything and have:

v Backpack big enough for a lunch, spare clothes and an important bag

v Spare clothes bagged and labeled in case of an accident

v Enough food for 2 nutrition breaks

v Indoor shoes when the weather changes

v Refillable water bottle



Our 
classrooms 
are inviting 

spaces 
designed to 
inspire your 

child.

*Pandemic precautions have altered the look of classrooms (ie. desks)



Other 
important 

places at Hess 
Street School

The Library The Gymnasium

A dedicated Kindergarten 
yard on Hess Street for pick 

up and drop off.



PREPARING FOR KINDERGARTEN

Be positive – listen to your child

Talk, read and sing to your child daily in any language!

Encourage clear speech

Encourage safe exploration and play

Promote sharing, co-operation and responsibility



Introduce your child to letters and numbers

Visit the Central library to borrow books

Complete the LOOK / SEE checklist

Practice skills for independence

Expose your child to painting, colouring and scissors



3, 2, 1... COUNTDOWN 
TO OUR FIRST DAY

v Visit your family doctor for immunizations and call school the office if 
there are medical issues we need to know about 9e.g. allergies)

v Get a vision test – free eyeglasses in JK year: hwdsb.info/2PRmreS

v Address speech concerns – Early Words: hwdsb.info/2RszrIo

(Referrals only possible up to August 31 of a child's first year in kindergarten).

https://hwdsb.info/2PRmreS
https://hwdsb.info/2RszrIo


Before and After School 
Child Care Services

*Applications available email child.care@wesley.ca Call 905-546-2424 ext 4535

mailto:child.care@wesley.ca




THANK YOU 
PARENTS 

AND TO OUR 
SWIS 

WORKERS!



QUESTIONS & ANSWERS
BREAK OUT ROOMS


