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(Persian)





Superintendent of Program, Equity, & Innovation –
Michelle Lemaire

System Principal, Program, Equity, & Innovation –
Jennifer Burleigh

  Welcome & Greetings from HWDSB



Agenda
• Provide an overview of HWDSB Mission, Strategic Directions, & Values

• Provide an overview of The Grade 9 Program and structure of Secondary 
School

• ESL/ELD programming

• Provide Grade 8 to 9 student progression information

• Review Graduation Requirements

• Overview of school supports and resources

• Grade 8 to 9 information nights and special program information 

• Introduce myBlueprint – Individual pathway planning



Please use the 
question-and-answer 
text feature to pose 
questions

We will address as 
many answers as 
possible during the 
live session



Welcome to HWDSB



• All secondary schools are great schools

• Students will have choice within their home schools

• Students will have access to a variety of programs

• All students achieving and graduating with Ontario 
Secondary School Diploma, Ontario Secondary School 
Certificate, or Certificate of Accomplishment

In HWDSB we strive to deliver our Secondary 
School Programs using 4 key principles: 



Planning My Way

In HWDSB we believe that...

• Every student can achieve their full 
potential;

• All pathways are valued and lead to 
success;

• Success comes in many different 
forms;

• Families play a key role in their 
student's journey and;

• Supporting the progression of 
students from grade 8-9 is essential 
for every learner

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.hwdsb.on.ca%2Fsecondary%2Fprograms%2Fall%2Fplanning-my-way%2F&data=05%7C01%7Clmccabe%40hwdsb.on.ca%7C6037b063b8a946caaf4408dbd5a46aa2%7C7afeaf6ab1be4c83a974c43a8b215634%7C0%7C0%7C638338674356786070%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=k2MoUXbMurjJPSThGhoTXJ9rMwuHUgzKEglUGO7Yio4%3D&reserved=0


Locate Your Home School

13 Secondary School
Locations

https://www.hwdsb.on.ca/find

Specialized Programming Options in Grade 9

• English as a Second Language

• French Immersion

• Audition-Based Program of the Arts at Glendale Secondary School 

• Self-Paced Program at Westmount Secondary School

• Students who are receiving Special Education supports and services

Graphical user interface, application

Description automatically generated

Secondary School Finder 

https://www.hwdsb.on.ca/find
https://www.hwdsb.on.ca/find/


• Students are at the centre of the Grade 8-9 Progression Process

• Families play a key role in supporting with their learner's progression 
to Secondary School

• Students and families have a voice and choice throughout the process 

• Students and families have the right to be informed and make 
informed choices about pathways and programs throughout the 
student's Secondary pathway journey.

• Collaboration and communication between school and families is a 
key component to ensure that every student has a smooth 
progression to high school

Student and Family Voice 



How is Grade 9 different from Grade 8?



How is Secondary school different?
➢ Fewer periods in the day. Most Secondary schools have 5 periods in a 

school day. This includes 4 periods of classes (75 minutes blocks) and one 
lunch period. 

➢ The School year is divided into two semesters: most students will be 
enrolled in four credits per semester

     Semester 1: September to January 
     Semester 2: February to June

➢ Students get to choose/select their courses

➢ Students achieve a credit for the successful completion of a course.



40 

minutes

40 

minutes

Sample Grade 8 Timetable



Sample Grade 9 Timetable

Period and Time Semester One (Sept. - Jan.) Semester Two (Feb. - June)

Period 1
English Math

Period 2
French Visual Arts

LUNCH LUNCH LUNCH

Period 3 Technological Education
Science

Period 4
Geography Family Studies

* Bolded subjects represent compulsory courses



https://www.ontario.ca/page/earning-your-high-school-diploma 

Ontario Secondary School Diploma (OSSD) must complete the 17 compulsory 
credits listed below and a further 13 optional credits from the courses offered 
at your high school. 
Need the following 17 compulsory credits to get your OSSD:

•4 credits in English (1 credit per grade)
•3 credits in mathematics (Grade 9, Grade 10 and 1 credit in Grade 11 or 12)
•2 credits in science
•1 credit in technological education (Grade 9 or Grade 10)
•1 credit in Canadian history (Grade 10)
•1 credit in Canadian geography (Grade 9)
•1 credit in the arts
•1 credit in health and physical education
•1 credit in French as a second language
•0.5 credit in career studies
•0.5 credit in civics and citizenship
•1 credit from the STEM-related course group

STEM Course Group
• Business studies
• Computer studies
• Co-op
• Mathematics
• Science
• Technological Studies

Graduation Requirements

https://www.ontario.ca/page/earning-your-high-school-diploma
https://www.ontario.ca/page/earning-your-high-school-diploma#stem-related-courses-group


Updates and 
changes to 

this for 
2024-25



eLearning Graduation Requirement
• Two online (asynchronous courses) are required, but there is opt 

out option. More information can be found at Opt-Out Process for 
Online Learning Requirement | Hamilton-Wentworth District 
School Board (hwdsb.on.ca)

Grade 9/10 Technological Education Requirement
• Completion of a grade 9 and/or 10 T course in any tech discipline
Community Involvement Hours
• All students need to complete 40 hours by the end of grade 12. 

Students can begin to obtain hours once they complete grade 8.

Graduation Requirements continued

https://www.hwdsb.on.ca/blog/opt-out-online-learning/
https://www.hwdsb.on.ca/blog/opt-out-online-learning/
https://www.hwdsb.on.ca/blog/opt-out-online-learning/


Ontario Secondary School Certificate (OSSC)
If a student leaves secondary school at the age of 18 without meeting the 
requirements for the OSSD, they can receive an Ontario Secondary School 
Certificate (OSSC) upon request. To get an OSSC, students need to earn a 
minimum of 14 credits.

Certificate of Accomplishment
Students can receive a Certificate of Accomplishment if they have not 
fulfilled the requirements for an OSSC or OSSD. This certificate recognizes 
the achievement for students who plan to find employment or enter 
alternative education programs after leaving school.

https://www.hwdsb.on.ca/secondary/graduation-information/ 

https://www.hwdsb.on.ca/secondary/graduation-information/


Students in all HWDSB Secondary Schools 
will be supported as they work towards 
their chosen post-secondary pathway.

In HWDSB we value ALL Five 
Pathways. The pathways include:

✓ Apprenticeship

✓ College

✓ Community

✓ University

✓ Work



Grade 9 Courses

• Math, Science, English, and Geography – W courses (de-streamed)
• French is single streamed – D course (For students who have less 

than 600 hours in French, they can take FSF1O)
• Students must take a tech credit by the end of grade 10
• Locally developed courses are available – in consultation with the 

family, student, and the elementary school
• Students can take 2-3 elective/optional courses in grade 9

Grade 9 Courses



• HWDSB offers English as a Second Language (ESL) support at the secondary level to assist students 
in acquiring English language proficiency.

• STEP 1-3: Students are encouraged to attend the secondary school that offers ESL/ELD credit 
courses based on ESL program catchment.

• There are 4 high schools that offer ESL/ELD Programming (Bernie Custis, Glendale, Nora Frances 
Henderson, Westdale)

• The school with the support of ESL/ELD Elementary Teachers and Secondary ESL Department Heads 
work closely with students and families when program decisions are made.

• Transportation will be provided to students who attend ESL Programming outside their catchment 
school.

• The purpose of high school ESL/ELD credit courses is to provide students with language learning 
opportunities to assist them to develop the level of proficiency in English required for success at 
school, the community, post-secondary education and the workplace.

ESL/ELD Programming



ESL/ELD Programming continued

• There are two high schools that offer ALPHA programming

• ALPHA Placement: Accelerated Literacy Program, Hamilton Area (ALPHA) is a targeted tier 3 
intervention program for English Language Learners who have recently arrived in Ontario schools 
with very limited or interrupted prior formal schooling. Candidacy for placement is on an 
individualized process. 

• Please connect with Elementary ESL/ELD Teachers for further clarification. Currently, HWDSB offers 
ALPHA program at the following locations:

• Nora Henderson Secondary School

• Westdale Secondary School



Helpful Links with Further Information

• HWDSB site: 
https://www.hwdsb.on.ca/secondary/programs/all/
https://www.hwdsb.on.ca/secondary/graduation-information/
https://www.hwdsb.on.ca/secondary/graduation-
information/diploma-requirements/

• Ministry site: https://www.ontario.ca/page/earning-your-high-school-
diploma

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.hwdsb.on.ca%2Fsecondary%2Fprograms%2Fall%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cjburleig%40hwdsb.on.ca%7C94f41efc6ba345893bbb08dcf1df7764%7C7afeaf6ab1be4c83a974c43a8b215634%7C0%7C0%7C638651189284042709%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=Rn2z%2FmK%2FwYEmbi9fzQirTqgVJMUWwopkb6d9%2B%2FOkNaE%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.hwdsb.on.ca%2Fsecondary%2Fgraduation-information%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cjburleig%40hwdsb.on.ca%7C94f41efc6ba345893bbb08dcf1df7764%7C7afeaf6ab1be4c83a974c43a8b215634%7C0%7C0%7C638651189284078906%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=5CxUYy5uF06wHCmkvWuSFhnzInJ0szQVWIZ1CMJ0tk4%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.hwdsb.on.ca%2Fsecondary%2Fgraduation-information%2Fdiploma-requirements%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cjburleig%40hwdsb.on.ca%7C94f41efc6ba345893bbb08dcf1df7764%7C7afeaf6ab1be4c83a974c43a8b215634%7C0%7C0%7C638651189284094147%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=mlvpBoH4chGqGnl%2F3i8hWgdCYGOEXzc6xaTXyoAT6%2FU%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.hwdsb.on.ca%2Fsecondary%2Fgraduation-information%2Fdiploma-requirements%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cjburleig%40hwdsb.on.ca%7C94f41efc6ba345893bbb08dcf1df7764%7C7afeaf6ab1be4c83a974c43a8b215634%7C0%7C0%7C638651189284094147%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=mlvpBoH4chGqGnl%2F3i8hWgdCYGOEXzc6xaTXyoAT6%2FU%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ontario.ca%2Fpage%2Fearning-your-high-school-diploma&data=05%7C02%7Cjburleig%40hwdsb.on.ca%7C94f41efc6ba345893bbb08dcf1df7764%7C7afeaf6ab1be4c83a974c43a8b215634%7C0%7C0%7C638651189284063557%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=mDA4TXQfCUtbvgLEgZjUSG4wg%2FEGz9b0b3iFzG8YQSg%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ontario.ca%2Fpage%2Fearning-your-high-school-diploma&data=05%7C02%7Cjburleig%40hwdsb.on.ca%7C94f41efc6ba345893bbb08dcf1df7764%7C7afeaf6ab1be4c83a974c43a8b215634%7C0%7C0%7C638651189284063557%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=mDA4TXQfCUtbvgLEgZjUSG4wg%2FEGz9b0b3iFzG8YQSg%3D&reserved=0


How will I be supported as I enter Secondary School?



To support all students achieving and graduating 
in the HWDSB, supports are available for you...

✓ at your current elementary school

✓ at your secondary school

✓ at the school board level



Elementary School Secondary School

Homeroom Teacher is always the first point of contact All your classroom teachers

Learning Resource Teacher Learning Resource Teachers

Elementary Administrator(s) Secondary Administrators

Guidance Counsellors

Elementary Student Success Teacher* Secondary Student Success Teacher

Elementary English as a Second Language Teacher English as a Second Language Teacher*

Ongoing Communication between HWDSB Elementary and Secondary to support your child

*available at some schools

In-school Supports



School Support Staff

The HWDSB continues to provide support for students and their families.

Some of the additional supports that are offered may include:

✓ Graduation Coaches for Black Students  

✓ Indigenous Education and Wellness Team

✓ Child and Youth Counsellors

✓ Social Workers

✓ HWDSB Welcome Centre Assessors and Mentors

✓ Elementary & Secondary Program Consultants 
& Facilitators



School Resources

The HWDSB continues to provide resources to support students and their 
families.

Some of the programs that our students can access may include:

✓ Nutrition programs       

✓ Clothing closets

✓ Positive Space groups

✓ Nya:weh rooms

✓ Prayer Spaces

✓ Public Health Nurses

✓ Racialized Student Affinity Groups



Additional Supports 
• Graduation Coaches for Black Students

• Nya:weh

• Mentoring Educational Assistants

• SWIS Mentors (Settlement Workers in Schools)

• Social Workers

• ESL Program (Glendale, Bernie Custis, Nora Frances Henderson, 
Westdale)

• System Learning Resource Teachers

• IPRCs

• Specialized Services supports



Next steps in your journey to Secondary School



Information about school specific programming, 
activities, extra-curriculars, course offerings, course 

selection process and key dates 
November 2024

Secondary School Open Houses

School-based Information on How to 
Make Course Selections

January 2025

Secondary School Presentations 
How to Select Grade 9 Courses

Throughout February 2025
Course Selection in the myBlueprint program is 

done at home and/or with Grade 8 Teacher.

Grade 9 Course Selection

Getting Ready for Secondary School in the HWDSB
Grade 7 & 8 Virtual 
Information HWDSB 

October 23, 6-7 p.m.

Presentations and activities hosted for 
incoming Grade 9 students that take place 

throughout the school year

School Progression Activities

Preparing for Grade 9 Roadmap





Special Programs Information Sessions
French Immersion Tuesday November 26, 6-

8pm
Westdale and Sherwood

Audition-Based Arts 
Program

Wednesday November 27, 
6-8pm

Glendale

Self-Paced/Self-Directed 
Programming

Thursday November 28, 6-
8pm

Westmount

International 
Baccalaureate

December 4, 2024, 6-8pm Education Centre

For more details and Information
https://www.hwdsb.on.ca/secondary/programs/specialized-programs/ 

https://www.hwdsb.on.ca/glendale/string-programme/hwdsb-audition-based-performing-arts-program/
https://www.hwdsb.on.ca/westmount/
https://www.hwdsb.on.ca/secondary/programs/specialized-programs/


• All Information session dates & times have been updated on the board  
webpage: Grade 7 & 8 Information Nights

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.hwdsb.on.ca%2Fsecondary%2Fplan-for-high-school%2Fgrade-7-8-information-nights-2%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cjburleig%40hwdsb.on.ca%7C1160c3bb4fe44357f5d208dcf20ea657%7C7afeaf6ab1be4c83a974c43a8b215634%7C0%7C0%7C638651391958721423%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=YLa2qH32OI3fhOyMRpxF7CHM12HyyEV23rmKakJTvFo%3D&reserved=0


• HWDSB’s NEW platform for Individual Pathway Planning
• Students in Grades 7-12 have access via the Office 365 landing page
• Students will learn about themselves, set goals, build portfolios, course 

selection, plan for high school and beyond
• Grade 9 Course selection done with myBlueprint (January/February 

information shared with your Grade 8 teacher and Secondary School 
Student Services team)

➢ https://www.hwdsb.on.ca/secondary/plan-for-high-school/myblueprint/ 
➢ www.myBlueprint.ca/HWDSB 
➢ https://education.myblueprint.ca/hwdsb-family 

https://www.hwdsb.on.ca/secondary/plan-for-high-school/myblueprint/
http://www.myblueprint.ca/HWDSB
https://education.myblueprint.ca/hwdsb-family


How to access to myBlueprint

https://www.hwdsb.on.ca/parent/ 

How Students access 

Parent Portal

https://www.hwdsb.on.ca/parent/


If you have any 
questions the Q&A 
will be open until 
7:00 PM.

We will post a FAQ 
document on the 
board website so 
folks can follow up 
after the session if 
they missed anything.
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