
 

COMMUNITY LETTER: Community 
News, Updates and Reminders 

October 10, 2025. 
 

 

   
 

Principal: Kwame Djan  
Vice-principal: Lynda Southon 
Email: helendetwiler@hwdsb.on.ca 
Parent council co-chairs: Lora Wall and Candice Perez 
SAFE ARRIVAL LINE: 1-844-506-4350  

Dear Parents, Guardians, and Caregivers, 
Below are the updates for October 10, 2025.  

Have a great long weekend and for those who celebrate, Happy Thanksgiving! 
  
 
Regards,  
 
Kwame Djan & Lynda Southon   
 
 
Pizza lunches  
Our next pizza day is Wednesday, October 15th. Please note important changes 
for the 2025-2026 school year. All orders must be submitted online by 
Sunday, October 12 through School Cash Online only. Cash is no longer 
accepted, and we are unable to process late orders.  
 
PHOTO DAY: Friday, October 17 
 
Meet the staff night  
Date: October 22, 2025 
Time: 5:00-7:00 
More information will be shared with families. Check school website for 
updated information.    
 
Parent council meeting 
Date: October 28 
Time: 6:30-7:30 (library) 
Access to school: Front entrance  
Format: Hybrid (see below for MS Teams link) 

● Join the meeting now 
Meeting ID: 245 016 939 549 7  
Passcode: xo9N2TZ6  

mailto:helendetwiler@hwdsb.on.ca
mailto:helendetwiler@hwdsb.on.ca
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_YTQwNWNhYWEtNDM0My00NmZlLTljNTktZjA2OGUxNGY5NjMz%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%227afeaf6a-b1be-4c83-a974-c43a8b215634%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%2281ba475c-0e93-4db8-b0b7-6e4b24e99141%22%7d
https://teams.microsoft.com/l/meetup-join/19%3ameeting_YTQwNWNhYWEtNDM0My00NmZlLTljNTktZjA2OGUxNGY5NjMz%40thread.v2/0?context=%7b%22Tid%22%3a%227afeaf6a-b1be-4c83-a974-c43a8b215634%22%2c%22Oid%22%3a%2281ba475c-0e93-4db8-b0b7-6e4b24e99141%22%7d


 

COMMUNITY LETTER: Community 
News, Updates and Reminders 

October 10, 2025. 
 

 

   
 

🎃 Halloween Participation Guidelines 

• Halloween is a day that is not observed by all students or staff. Participation is entirely 

optional. If your child chooses to wear a costume to school, please ensure it follows the 

expectations below: 

• ✅ Costume Guidelines 

• No face masks that cover the face, even if part of the costume. 

• No weapons of any kind, even if they are costume props. 

• No face paint or makeup depicting gory scenes or images. 

• No costumes that mock or make fun of any group of people, their culture, religion, or 

beliefs. 

• No costumes that reinforce stereotypes or jokes about any group, culture, religion, or belief 

system. 

• No altering of skin color or facial/body features to resemble a particular race, ethnicity, or 

cultural group. 

• No cultural or religious dress that is not part of your child’s own background or lived 

experience. 

We appreciate your support in creating a safe, respectful, and inclusive environment for all students 

 
Bicycle, scooter, skateboard safety 
In Ontario, all cyclists under the age of 18 are required to wear a certified 
bicycle helmet as mandated by the province’s Highway Traffic Act.  Please 
ensure that your child is wearing a helmet if they are riding a bicycle, scooter, 
skateboard, etc. to school.   
 
Safety around kiss ‘n’ ride  

• Do use the visitor parking lot to park your vehicle, and walk younger children 
to their designated waiting areas  

• Do utilize the kiss ‘n’ ride, as a drop off, ONLY for students who can 
independently unbuckle their seatbelts and disembark from the passenger 
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side of the vehicle, and walk or will be received by their teachers in their 
designated waiting areas  

• Do not block the entry and exit way of the guest/childcare parking lot  

Parking By-Laws 
This is a reminder that there is no stopping from 6am-7pm on the school side of 
Brigade Dr., from Bonaparte Way to Bastille St. These by-laws are in place to keep 
pedestrians and drivers safe. By-law officers will be on-site throughout the year to 
ensure compliance. Additionally, the staff parking lot is for staff only – this is not a 
space for student drop off or pick up. We appreciate your support in this as we 
prioritize the safety of our students on a daily basis. 

Volunteering in 2025-2026 school year  
All applicants looking to volunteer are now required to present a Vulnerable Sector 
Screening specific to HWDSB before they will be able to begin their volunteer 
activities. An offence Declaration is required for the subsequent years until a new 
Vulnerable Sector is required (after 3 years). The Vulnerable Sector Screening is the 
property of the volunteer. A letter to be presented to the respective police 
department can be obtained through the office.  

Detwiler School Spirit Bands 
Rep your school with a Helen Detwiler school spirit wristband! Bands are 
available to purchase through School Cash Online from Sept. 29 – Oct. 20 for 
$2.00. Get yours while they last! All proceeds go to our school library.  
 

           Family Story Builders: A Home Language Activity 

Overview 

This activity invites children and caregivers to co-create a story using everyday objects, 
imagination, and conversation. It supports key curriculum expectations across grades, 
including oral communication, vocabulary development, writing organization, and media 
creation. 

 

Materials Needed 
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• A few household items (e.g., spoon, sock, toy, book, fruit) 
• Paper and pencils/pens or a device for typing 
• Optional: camera or phone for recording 

 

Step-by-Step Instructions 

    Step 1: Object Inspiration 

Choose 3–5 random household items. Lay them out and ask: 

• “What could these items be in a story?” 
• “Who might use them?” 
• “Where could they be found?” 

Encourage your child to describe each item and imagine its role in a story. 

       Step 2: Build the Story Together 

Use the following prompts to guide the story: 

• Beginning: Who is the main character? Where are they? 
• Middle: What problem do they face involving one of the objects? 
• End: How do they solve the problem? 

Younger children can draw pictures or dictate their ideas while older students can write or 
type the story. 

   Step 3: Act It Out or Record It 

Choose one of the following: 

• Act out the story together using the objects. 
• Record a video or audio version of the story. 
• Create a comic strip or storyboard. 

     Step 4: Share and Reflect 

Ask your child: 
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• “What was your favorite part of the story?” 
• “What would you change if we told it again?” 
• “What new words did you learn?” 

 

Curriculum Connections 

Grade 
Range Curriculum Focus 

K–Grade 2 Oral communication, vocabulary building, sequencing, drawing and 
labeling 

Grades 3–5 Narrative writing, character development, descriptive language 
Grades 6–8 Story structure, media literacy (video/audio), editing and revising 

 

Extension Ideas 

• Create a “Story of the Week” wall or binder. 
• Invite family members to contribute their own versions. 
• Turn the story into a short play or puppet show. 
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