COMMUNITY LETTER: Community
News, Updates and Reminders
September 26, 2025.

Principal: Kwame Djan
Vice-principal: Lynda Southon
Email: helendetwiler@hwdsb.on.ca
SAFE ARRIVAL LINE: 1-844-506-4350

Dear Parents, Guardians, and Caregivers,

Below are the updates for September 26, 2025.
Have a great weekend!

Regards,
Kwame Djan & Lynda Southon

Orange Shirt Day - National Day for Truth & Reconciliation

Tuesday, September 30" is both Orange Shirt Day and the National Day for
Truth & Reconciliation Day. Students are encouraged to wear an orange shirt, if
possible, to honour Survivors of Residential Schools and center
intergenerational healing and wellness. By wearing an orange shirt on
September 30th, we commit to the enduring truth that EVERY CHILD MATTERS,
every day and everywhere.

Bicycle, scooter, skateboard safety

In Ontario, all cyclists under the age of 18, are legally required to wear a
certified bicycle helmet as mandated by the province’s Highway Traffic Act.
Please ensure that your child is wearing a helmet if they are riding a bicycle,
scooter, skateboard, etc. to school.

Safety around kiss ‘n’ ride

e Do use thevisitor parking lot to park your vehicle, and walk younger children
to their designated waiting areas

e Do utilize the kiss ‘n’ ride, as a drop off, ONLY for students who can
independently unbuckle their seatbelts and disembark from the passenger

side of the vehicle, and walk or will be received by their teachers in their
designated waiting areas
e Do not block the entry and exit way of the guest/childcare parking lot
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Parking By-Laws
This is a reminder that there is no stopping from 6am-7pm on the school side of

Brigade Dr., from Bonaparte Way to Bastille St. These by-laws are in place to keep
pedestrians and drivers safe. By-law officers will be on-site throughout the year to
ensure compliance. Additionally, the staff parking lot is for staff only — thisis not a
space for student drop off or pick up. We appreciate your support in this as we
prioritize the safety of our students on a daily basis.

Volunteering in 2025-2026 school year

All applicants looking to volunteer are now required to present a Vulnerable Sector
Screening specific to HWDSB before they will be able to begin their volunteer
activities. An offence Declaration is required for the subsequent years until a new
Vulnerable Sector is required (after 3 years). The Vulnerable Sector Screening is the
property of the volunteer. A letter to be presented to the respective police
department can be obtained through the office.

Continuing Education

September to June JK to Grade 8 International and Indigenous Languages
program registration is open to all families. The below webpage link has all
information you may need:

International and Indigenous Languages Elementary | Hamilton-
Wentworth District School Board

Detwiler Spirit Bands

Rep your school with a Helen Detwiler school spirit wristband! Bands are
available to purchase through School Cash Online from Sept. 29 - Oct. 20 for
$2.00. Get yours while they last! All proceeds go to our school library.

Terry Fox
Thanks to our community’s effort, we exceeded our goal of raising $2000.00 for

cancer research! Way to, HD!

Writing at home - an activity for parents and caregivers and their children

e Choose a Day or Event Together

R

+ It could be a weekend outing, a holiday, a family tradition, or even a regular
school day.
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s Talk about what made it special or memorable.
e Plan the Story
e Usethe 5 Ws to guide your thinking:
o Who was there?
o What happened?
o When did it take place?
o Where were you?
o Why was itimportant or fun?
Write Together
Younger children can draw pictures and dictate their ideas.
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Older children can write with support or take the lead.

e
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Parents can help with spelling, sentence structure, and adding details.
Add a Visual
Include a drawing, photo, or collage that connects to the story.
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e Title Your Story
% Give it a fun or meaningful title like “The Day We Got Caught in the Rain” or
“Our Pancake Breakfast Adventure.”

School Council

A special thank you and welcome is extended to our 2025-2026 School Council
Chairs: Lora Wall and Candice Perez. We look forward to a year of working with
you!




