GATESTONE

Community Weekly Update 2022-2023

Community Weekly Update Nov. 7-11

Monday, November 7 Day 3
Tuesday, November 8 Day 4 Ms. Luker (Vice-Principal at Gatestone)
e Gatestone Spirit Day — Wear Green & Blue or
Gatestone Clothing
Wednesday, November 9 | Day 5
Thursday, November 10 Day 1 Ms. Luker (Vice-Principal) at Gatestone
e Photo Day
e Pizza Day
Friday, November 11 Day 2 e 10AM —11:15AM Remembrance Day Assembly

e First Break Robotics Club (Intermediate)

e First Break & After School Grades 6-8 NYAWEH

Community Updates

Labour Bulletin

HWDSB will continue to update families on any important Labour information you will need. Changes
may occur to this week’s schedule. We understand this is a challenging time for families and staff
working in the education field. We will continue to work together, maintaining positive relationships.

Gatestone Drive Closures Week of Nov. 7-11

The city has notified the school that next week there will be construction on Gatestone Drive from
Highland Road W to Shadyglen Drive area, weather permitting. This section of Gatestone Drive will be
closed and only local traffic (including our buses) will be permitted to access.

It would be best to access Gatestone Drive through Second Street area or through Highbury Drive.




We encourage families within walking distance to the school to please walk with your child. This will
improve safety and limit congestion near the school.

Our buses will continue with their assigned routes.

Parent Volunteers Needed

Our junior and intermediate grades are in the process of planning school activities outside of
Gatestone school for the month of December.

In order to ensure we can participate in activities outside of the school, we need to obtain an
appropriate number of supervisors. Our supervisor ratio increases immensely in our primary years as
well. Help of parent volunteers to support in supervision is required and very much appreciated. If
you are interested in volunteering for any excursions this year, please complete a parent volunteer
vulnerable sector screening at your local police department or online.

https://hamiltonpolice.on.ca/how-to/get-background-check

Once you receive your cleared screener, please connect with our main office so we can add you to
our parent volunteer list and complete the required parent volunteer package.

Thank you for your support!

Treaties Recognition Week
Nov. 7-11

What is Treaties Recognition Week?

In 2018, the Ministry of Indigenous Relations and Reconciliation (MIRR) announced that Ontario has
designated the first full week of November as Treaties Recognition Week. The MIRR Treaty Awareness
campaign is an opportunity to teach and learn about historic agreements, contributions, cultures and
perspectives of Indigenous Peoples as the original stewards of this land and of the responsibilities that
Canadians have in their role as treaty partners.

What is a Treaty?

A treaty is a legally binding nation to nation agreement (for example — Indigenous Nations and Crown)
that sets out the rights, responsibilities, and relationships between the Indigenous Nations of these
lands, and the federal and provincial governments on behalf of the Crown. Treaties can only be made
between nations and Indigenous nations continue to practice the five pillars of nationhood
criteria/status which include: language, distinct culture, way of practicing a common belief system


https://hamiltonpolice.on.ca/how-to/get-background-check

(ceremony), sovereign form of governance, and land/territory. Treaty agreements between
Indigenous Nations and the Crown were based on eternal peace, friendship, and respect.

Gatestone educators will continue to support this learning for students using various resources shared
through HWDSB school programs department.

Transgender Days of Significance

November has historically been a month where HWDSB recognizes International Transgender Day of
Remembrance (TDOR), which takes place annually on November 20th. TDOR is a day to remember
and mourn transgender people both locally and globally that have been lost to acts of violence and
transphobia. However, this year, the HWDSB Equity team is endeavouring to provide more resources
for our educators about the different days of significance that also take place in November to
celebrate transgender students and their families or seek to increase visibility and provide awareness
and education about transgender, nonbinary, and gender diverse individuals.

Trans Parent Day - November 6th, 2022 First established in 2009, this day takes place on the first
Sunday of November. It was created for children to celebrate their transgender parent(s). Currently
this day has evolved into a celebration of transgender families with either transgender parent(s)
and/or transgender children. #LOVEISLOVE.

Week - November 13th - November 19th, 2022 Transgender Awareness Week is a celebration
leading up to Transgender Day of Remembrance. This week is an opportunity to highlight transgender,
nonbinary, and gender diverse individuals and communities and advocate for authenticity and
visibility. It is a chance to let all students see themselves in our classrooms and schools.
H#TRANSVISIBILITY #WontBeErased.

International Day of Remembrance — November 20, 2022

Gatestone educators will continue to support this learning for students using various resources shared
through HWDSB school programs department.

Mable’s Labels

Gatestone will be fundraising for student initiatives this year with Mable’s Labels. For every purchase of
Mable’s Labels items, Gatestone will receive a 20% Kick Back. The funding will support student funds at
Gatestone for the excursion transportation, student supplies and technology.

MABEL’S LABELS WILL CLOSE ON NOVEMBER 30™



Previous Updates
Winter Bazaar

Our Gatestone Winter Bazaar is back. Our School Council is working on plans to run our
Gatestone Bazaar once again. Gatestone families that want to participate in selling
products for their small business or donating materials/supplies for our annual Bazaar,

please connect with Renee Ringer. r.ringer84@gmail.com

Date & Time: Thursday, December 1 11AM-7PM

Location: Gatestone Gymnasium

Table Rental or Table Space to Sell: $25.00

School Council

Our 2nd School Council last meeting occurred on October 20™. Thank you to our council 2

members for supporting Gatestone initiatives this year. M

School Council Team:

Jennifer Sarkis (Chair), Krystal Legge (Secretary), Pamela Morcillo (Fundraising Support), Billy Dhillon (Social
Media Manager), Robyn Patchev (member at large), Barb Braun (member at large), Dragona Franjesevic (member
atlarge), Emma Brooks (member at large), Renee Ringer (member at large), Heather McKenzie (member at large),
Sanja Kekic (member at large)

Meetings occur in-person and virtually throughout the year to accommodate families’ schedules.
Please see our website, School Council Page, for further details about Council. All parents/guardians
are welcomed and encouraged to attend upcoming meetings. You do not have to be on council to be
a part of our parent/guardian school action support.

Our council is currently working plans to bring back our annual Bazaar for our students and community.
Interested families in participating in the Bazaar should email Renee Ringer.

r.ringer84@gmail.com. All fundraising will support student initiatives for our Science &
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http://www.google.ca/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCLPM56O-psgCFUhoPgodyl0Bkw&url=http://cliparts.co/clipart-shaking-hands&psig=AFQjCNGIdxiX5hPUn4l3mtGdclpgYs8CJQ&ust=1443968034115101

Technology.

Upcoming Council Meeting Dates: November 24t 6PM

Families can follow council on Twitter for the latest Council and
School updates: @GatestoneCouncl

GATESTONE CORE VALUES
RESPECT FOR HUMAN RIGHTS ARE EMBEDDED WITHIN OUR VALUES

ESPECT — REGARD AND CONSIDERATION FOR THE FEELINGS, BELIEFS, AND TRADITIONS OF OTHERS. BEING
KIND TO OTHERS.

NGAGEMENT — TRULY CARE ABOUT OUR LEARNING. FOCUSED IN THE LEARNING.

AFE & SUPPORTED — SEEK TO UNDERSTAND ONE ANOTHER. CHOOSE TO CARE FOR ONE ANOTHER. GATESTONE
O05!TIVITY — OPTOMISTIC OUTLOOK. POSITIVE INTENTIONS.

OMMUNITY — GATESTONE FAMILIES AND STAFF WORKING TOGETHER TO IMPROVE AND MEET THE NEEDS OF
GATESTONE SCHOOL. STUDENT, STAFF, AND COMMUNITY VOICE VALUED.
EAMWORK — WORKING TOGETHER IN EFFECTIVE WAYS TO ACHIEVE A COMMON GOAL.

MAGIC EXPLORATION IN KINDERGARTEN THIS WEEK
THANK YOU TO ALAN Q FOR THIS AMAZING OPPORTUNITY!




