Dear Honourable Liz Sandals, Minister of Education;

| am writing to request an Administrative Review of the accommodation review process undertaken by
the Hamilton Wentworth District Schoof Board for the following school(s): Hillcrest, Parkdale, Rasedale,
Roxborough Park, Viscount Montgomery, W.H. Ballard and Woodward Avenue.

On June 16™, 2014, the Board of Trustees voted to close Woodward Avenue and Roxborough Park
schools and to investigate putting offices into W.H. Ballard to fill the school to a higher utilization.

We are writing because we feel that our ARC members were greatly influenced by one of the
representative Trustees from the area. He held a private meeting with the 13 community members and
outlined a plan he thought the board would accept. From the point of that meeting onward many
members on the committee kept to that option rather than participating with the other members in
finding alternate options, or even hearing out other member options. These community members were
told that there was funding for a new school if we asked for it, and many on the committee from that
point forward felt that asking for a new school when we were being asked to close so many was
acceptable and possible.

Also the other representative Trustee (for one school) presented the option that was uitimately
accepted by the board of trustees. His option presented information that $4-5 million was available for
renovations/upgrades etc. for schools in cur area. This information was never made available to the
ARC members for consideration. His idea is to put that money into a non-accessible school and rather
than have those students attend their 6-8 school (one of the largest and most underutilized) to put
offices in that school and keep the non-accessible school open. This was never discussed with ARC
members — in fact, we were not made aware of any attempt of the board of trustees or school board
with regards to seeking out community partnerships to maintain the smaller community schools, or any
of the schools for that matter.

We don’t feel that the impact on our community was considered or weighted accordingly. Woodward
Avenue school is the centre of our community, we do not have any churches, community centres or
other meeting areas, the 6 other schools in our ARC process all have these facilities that create a
community. Our catchment area is very large already as it encompasses an isolated part of Hamilton —
the Beach Strip. The loss of Woodward Avenue School would be a detriment to our community, people
will not move to the area and anyone seeking to sell their house will suffer a loss of property values.

Attached please find our petition and an invitation to a meeting and a follow up e-mail from Trustee
Ray Mulholland with regards to a confidential meeting with 13 community (non-staff) members.
Unfortunately | do not have the documents he handed out at the meeting with me presently.

N .
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4 T
Brandy Gilvear Paul, Hamilton East ARC Member, Woodward Avenue School Parent/Council

Representative, 905-575-5933, brandypaul@cogeco.ca
Brianna Okerstrom — Parent Representative, Jennifer Voth — Teaching Staff Representative




Dear Arc member

Itis my intention to convene 3 meeting of the Community members of
the Hamilton East ARC committee. The meeting is to be highly
confidential and is to remain private.

The meeting will take place on Thursday October 24 até6 p.m.

The location is Faith Lutheran Church, 1907 King street east,
(at Rosedale across from Metro )

Parking behind Church, entrance by rear door.

The purpose of the meeting is to discuss, as a community any counter
recommendation’s to the staff report.

| cannot over state the importance of confidentiality.

Please contact me if you are able to attend. It may be the most
important ARC meeting that you attend.

sy

rav.mUlholland@sympatico.ca

905 5472237




Gilvear Paul, Brandy

From: Brandy Paul <brandypaul@cogeco.ca>
Sent: July-08-14 10:37 AM

To: Gilvear Paul, Brandy

Subject: Fw: meeting

-—- Original Message —
From: RAY MULHOLLAND

To: Brandy Paui
Sent: Wednesday, October 23, 2013 8:17 PM

Subject: RE: meeting

From: brandypaul@cogeco.ca

To: ray.mulholland@sympatico.ca
Subject: meeting

Date: Wed, 23 Oct 2013 13:36:52 -0400

Hi Ray,

| will be at the meeting Thursday evening. Do you have any anticipations as to how long this meeting will go? May | ask
what other members have been invited - are the teacher/school representatives

Hi. Brandy.

The meting will be as brief as possible perhaps two hours. Only the thirteen community members are invited. As |
mentioned it is highly confidential.
Ray.
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