
Dundas Valley Secondary School

Grade 9 Option 

Presentation



Introductions

Mr. O’Connor, 

Guidance 

(last names A-K)

Ms. Warren, 

Guidance 

(last names L-Z)



Student Success Timeline - We will be seeing you!

STUDENT SUCCESS 
Mr. Davey

January Option Sheet Presentations

February Teams Q & A about course selections

March Student Success Classroom Survey

April Grade 9 Student Visit: Q & A

May School Visits to DVSS

June Student Success Classroom Finale

Last Week of August Grade 9 Orientation at DVSS



How do you graduate?

CLASS O
F

2030



Ontario Secondary School 

Diploma (OSSD) 

You need 30 credits to graduate.

17 are compulsory:  

ENGLISH MATH SCIENCE CANADIAN 

HISTORY

CANADIAN 
GEOGRAPHY

ARTS HEALTH 

/

PHYS. 

ED

FRENCH CIVICS / 

CAREERS

TECH

4 3 2 1 1 1 1 1

0.5 + 

0.5 1



THE 17TH COMPULSORY CREDIT: 
1 credit from the STEM group

STEM COURSES

BUSINESS

MATH 
(BEYOND THE 3 REQUIRED)

SCIENCE 
(BEYOND THE 2 REQUIRED)

TECHNOLOGY COURSES 
(BEYOND THE 1 REQUIRED)

COMPUTER SCIENCE

COOPERATIVE EDUCATION



The other 13 credits are optional… 
you can take whatever courses interest you or 

support your plan for life after secondary school!

Biology

Physics

Photography
Writer’s Craft

Chemistry

Cooperative Education

Marketing

Business Leadership

Calculus

Travel and Tourism

Kinesiology

World History

Global Connect

Manufacturing

Food and Nutrition

Dynamics of Human Relationships

Computer Engineering

Fitness

Transportation

Communication Technology

Custom Woodworking

Media Arts

Anthropology, Psychology, SociologyData Management
Visual Arts

Dramatic Arts

Dance

Philosophy



The nice part… you get to take 

MORE electives each year

Grade 9 Grade 10 Grade 11 Grade 12

English English English English

Math Math Math

5+ 

Elective 

Credits

Science Science

6 

Elective 

Credits

Geography History

French Civics/Careers

3 Elective Credits 3 Elective Credits



The usual pathway to 30 

credits looks like this:

SEMESTER GRADE 9 GRADE 10 GRADE 11 GRADE 12

1 4 COURSES 4 COURSES 4 COURSES
3 COURSES 

+ 1 STUDY PERIOD

2 4 COURSES 4 COURSES 4 COURSES
3 COURSES 

+ 1 STUDY PERIOD

By the end 

of the 

year…

8 CREDITS 

EARNED

16 CREDITS 

EARNED

24 CREDITS 

EARNED

30 CREDITS 

EARNED



What else do you need 

to graduate?

4 other requirements!
(Or maybe just 3)



40 Hours of 

Community 

Involvement

You can start earning those 

hours in the summer before 

grade 9 (record the dates, 

hours, contact information of 

the supervisor).

Hours must be completed at a 

non-profit organization:

- sports clubs

- charities

- retirement homes

- religious organizations

Pass the provincial  

literacy 

test
(

Written in grade 10

Two eLearning 

Credits
(parents/guardians

can request an exemption)

Pass the provincial  

Financial literacy test
(

Written in grade 10 math 

class



eLearning
What to understand about 

the eLearning experience:

• lessons are not taught synchronously (or 

live), but are posted online for students to 

read and view

• you will have one period to work on your 

eLearning course, but you can work on the 

course in the evening/at lunch

• students can work in the library, in the 

cafeteria, or at home

• Learning Skills are very important to be 

successful in an eLearning course –

independence, organization, time 

management and initiative are key habits 

“Students 

and families 

are 

encouraged 

to complete 

their 

eLearning 

courses in 

Grade Ten 

or later.”
Hamilton-Wentworth Pathways and 

Course Selection Guide



Let’s look at the Option Worksheet

STEP ONE…

Neatly fill in your information!



Grade 9 Compulsory Courses

Geography (CGC1W)

English (ENL1W)

French (FSF1D)

Math (MTH1W)

Science (SNC1W)

We offer some additional learning programming options 

for grade 9 students with specific learning needs.



Additional Program Options

• FSF1O1 – If you have not had the required 600 

hours of French instruction in elementary school

• ENG1L1, MAT1L1, SNC1L1

– Locally developed English, Math and Science

– For students not yet working on grade 7 or 8 

curriculum expectations

– Recommended by teacher and 

parent/guardian



CIRCLE YOUR CORE COURSES:

STEP TWO…

Note: If you are in French Immersion, you will 

have the opportunity to select FSF2D 

(Grade 10 Academic French) if you would like. 



STEP THREE…



SELECT 5 ELECTIVES AND NUMBER THEM IN ORDER OF 
PREFERENCE: #1 is your most preferred course



Let’s check out the optional courses!

Put a * beside the courses 

that sound interesting to you!



The Arts
(one Arts credit is compulsory for the diploma)

Select AMI1O1 in my

Blueprint and add 

AMR1O1 as your 9th

course

You can take photography in grade 10 in school if you 

would like!

This class

may have grade 9 , 

grade 10 and grade 11

students in it



Music with Repertoire:
Students can earn a 9th credit in grade 9 by 

selecting music and repertoire. 

Repertoire (AMR1O1) takes place at 

7:00 AM every other day for the full year.

On the worksheet, please put your number beside 

“Music with Repertoire”. 

You must take AMI1O1 with Repertoire.

Option Sheet



Business
(this course can count as your STEM credit)



Family Studies



Guidance

For students who might benefit from working on study skills, reading 

skills, math skills, and organizational skills. 

This is also a good course for students who might be feeling 

significant stress about the transition to secondary school.



Languages

This class may have grade 10, 11 and 12 students in it.

A strong foundation in French is suggested before 

taking Spanish.



Healthy Active Living (P.E)
(one P.E. credit is compulsory for the diploma)

COURT 

SPORTS FITNESS
HEALTHY ACTIVE

LIVING 
(TRADITIONAL GYM)



Technological Studies
(one Technological Studies credit is compulsory for the diploma and it 

must be taken in either grade 9 or 10) 



Native, Métis, Inuit Studies
Classical Studies

Elearning only!



PLANNING AHEAD
The back of the option 

worksheet has information 

about grade 10 courses to 

help you plan when you’d like to 

earn your required

ARTS CREDIT,

PHYSICAL EDUCATION 

CREDIT,

and your

TECHNOLOGICAL STUDIES 

CREDIT.



10

PAF1O1 - Fitness

910

TGJ2O1 – Comm TechAWQ2O1 - Photography



Looking ahead to February 2nd!
The official opening day of 

myBlueprint!





This is where 

you will select your 

courses. 

Notice that your 

required courses 

are labelled for you.

If you click on 

“English”…



FILTER BY GRADE

ENL1W1 = destreamed grade 9 

ENGLISH

You’ll find eLearning 

options at the bottom

You can select your English course:

ENG1L1 = Locally developed 

grade 9 ENGLISH 
(for students not yet working on grade 8 Language 

curriculum)



8 COURSES TO 

SELECT

Add Repertoire as your 9th course here

Add one alternate course here 

Adding in Repertoire and 

your Alternate Course



The Last Step… 

REVIEW COURSE SELECTIONS



Make sure 

your courses 

are correct.

Add a 

comment if 

you are 

concerned 

about one of 

your course 

selections.

Click “Submit 

Course 

Selections”.

SUBMITTING



Summer School Reach Ahead Credits!

20 WEEKDAYS

MONTH OF JULY 2026



You will be able to 

sign up through 

myBlueprint from

February 2nd to

June 26th at 11:00 AM



SELECTING SUMMER SCHOOL REACH 
AHEAD COURSE(S)

CLICK ON “CONTINUING EDUCATION”



CLICK ON “REACH AHEAD”

CLICK ON “EXPLORE COURSES”



SELECT THE COURSE 

(OR COURSES IF YOU’RE COMPLETING

BOTH CIVICS AND CAREERS)

NOTE:

CIVICS AND CAREERS ARE ELEARNING COURSES:

10 DAYS FOR CIVICS AND 10 DAYS FOR CAREERS.



TIMELINE!

JANUARY
• Option presentations in elementary 

schools

• Grade 8 students bring home the option 

worksheet

• Families/caregivers may consult teachers 

about courses

• Families/caregivers complete option 

sheets and submit to the grade 8 teacher

THURSDAY JANUARY 15TH

AT 6:00 P.M.

FEBRUARY
February 2nd – 13th: 
Grade 8 teachers will assist 

students in entering courses into 

myBlueprint from their option 

worksheets.

February 23rd: 
Paper Option Sheets Due to 

Dundas Valley through Board 

Mail.

MARCH
March 30th – April 2nd: 
Parents/guardians approve course 

selections in Parent Portal.

OPTION PRESENTATION 
AT DVSS FOR 

PARENTS/CAREGIVERS!



DVSS Activities & Opportunities
A

n
d

 B
a
s
k
e
tb

a
ll!



Question Time! ☺
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