
GRADE 12
MEETING #1

What you need to know and 

how to find out more!

Monday September 29th , 
2025



Introductions

Principal

Ms. Collier

Vice Principals

Ms. Moore

Mrs. Farrugia



Mrs. Presta

• IEP update
• IPRC update
• Post-secondary trips 

sem 2



Mrs. Indelicato 
and Ms. Steele

This is information 
the office needs!

 
The link was also 

emailed to you this 
morning.



WHAT IS MEDIA CONSENT?

If you don’t want your 
picture on the Grade 12 
Composite, please let us 

know! 

Your picture in the 
Yearbook.

Why 
say yes?



If you are applying to 
College or University…

OCAS/OUAC – 
CHECK THAT YOUR COURSES 

AND YOUR MARKS ARE 
UPLOADED CORRECTLY!

 Mrs. Indelicato and Ms. Steele can fix them 
if there is an error… email Mrs. Indelicato if 
you see an issue.

TRANSCRIPTS AND ENROLLMENT 
LETTERS FOR OUTSIDE OF 

ONTARIO POST-SECONDARY 
SCHOOL APPLICATIONS

Email Mrs. Indelicato your request: it 
takes 24 hours.

JANUARY GRADS
Students graduating in January – grad 

packages will be ready in August

MARKS FOR COURSES OUTSIDE 
HWDSB

Final marks coming from outside our board – 
you need to report them to us.
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Please follow on 
Instagram for 

up-to-date 
information



From Ms. Lewin and Ms. Van Puymbroeck

Senior Prom for Class of 2026

Thursday May 14th  

Probable timing:

Doors open 5:30, close at 6:15, 
dinner 6:30 and dance 

ends/students leave at 10:00 PM.

 LIUNA Station, King George Ballroom

360 James St North, Hamilton

PROM COMMITTEE

Tuesdays at lunch in room 2014       

Starting soon!

- Interested students are welcome to join to help 
with decision making and fundraising.

Any questions, please see 

Ms. Van Puymbroeck (Ms. VP) 

or Ms. Lewin (in the Office).



Would you like your voice 
to be heard for prom? Join 
our meetings/get on our 
emailing list. 

Scan this QR code to add 

your name to the email 

list. 

All are welcome! 



Class of 2026 
Spirit Wear???

Prices between 
$50 and $70

Sign the list if 
you’re 

interested!

◦  

Coming 
soon if there 
is interest!!



Mr. Fraser

◦Valedictorian Details

Coming soon… nominations will 
open semester 2!



If you plan 
to graduate 
in June… 
you need

30  credits 

(18 required, 12 optional) 

40  hours of community 
involvement  

2   eLearning Credits 

(or Opt Out)

Successful completion of 
the OSSLT or OLC4O



Community Hours

This is where you can find the form to fill in with 
your community involvement hours!



COMMENCEMENT 2026

WEDNESDAY JUNE 24TH, 
2026

THE HAMILTON 
CONVENTION CENTRE



Commencement 
is different from Graduation

Commencement:  

ALL Class of 2026 grade 
12 students participate 
in the Commencement 
Ceremony, whether 
officially graduating or not.

For those who are 
graduating:
◦ Official January/June graduates 

will pick up their OSSD 
(Diploma) in August

◦ Graduates are eligible for DVSS 
graduation awards and 
scholarships



If you are graduating…
There are DVSS GRADUATION AWARDS

◦Marks based

◦School involvement

◦Community involvement

◦Helping others



Self Nomination Form- 

Emailed to you again today! 

Available on the Guidance HUB course page or in 
the Guidance office.



Share 3 
examples of 

your 
leadership, 

school 
involvement, 

community 
involvement, 
and/or of how 

you have 
helped 

others… 
outside of 

class 
projects.



Submit as 
soon as you 

complete it… 

 
Final Due 

Date for DVSS 
graduation  

awards = 
Beginning of 

Semester 2



Mr. Davey
VALLEY ADVISORS UPCOMING EVENTS:

TOMORROW:                    ORANGE SHIRT DAY

WEDNESDAY:                   TERRY FOX/SCHOOL SPIRIT

END OF OCTOBER:      VIVE

NOVEMBER:                       GRADE 7/8 OPEN HOUSE

DECEMBER:                        HOLIDAY FUNDRAISING



NOTE: 
Self Nominations are Due October 1st if you would like 

to be our school’s nominee for any of the following 
scholarships:

1.Western National Scholarship (we can nominate 
4 students) – a DVSS student won this last year!

2.University of Toronto National Scholarship (we 
can nominate 1 student)

3.Queen’s Chancellor’s Scholarship (we can 
nominate 1 student)



John C. Holland and Harper’s Cup

John C. Holland Awards: self-identify 
as a person of African or Caribbean 
descent (won by a DVSS student last 
year!)
Harper’s Cup: guaranteed to go to a 
DVSS student who self-identifies as 
Indigenous (First Nations, Métis, Inuit)

Please email 
your 

guidance 
counsellor if 
you’d like to 

be 
considered 

for these 
awards!



How do I find out about 
other 

awards/scholarships?

COMING 
SOON!



Two more big scholarships…
Schulich Leaders Scholarship – ONE NOMINEE

SCIENCE, TECHNOLOGY, ENGINEERING AND MATH

◦ Are you going into STEM but not for medical school or research?  
We can nominate one student for this award.

STEM + ENTREPRENEURIAL         
(i.e. you’d like to go into business)

 Nomination is due January 28, 2025

The Loran – 

Due October 

16th, 2025

- application, 

letter of 

reference, 85% 

average, you 

must speak to 

leadership roles 



Schulich
◦Please submit your self-nomination for 
the Schulich by October 31st, 2025.

◦Focus your experiences on STEM and 
entrepreneurship

◦And yes, a DVSS student won this last 
year!!!!

$120,000



Shulich Builders Scholarship

◦We can 

nominate 5 

students

◦Application is 

due in May!



What might be my first destination after 
high school?

Apprenticeship?

Work?University?

Return for a semester? 
(34 credit maximum unless you have 

an Individualized Education Plan)

Gap Year?Community 
Living?

College?

CCE – take a 
course 

through 
Adult Ed 

and work?



Apprenticeship – Helpful websites
Click on “Content”



LINKS TO THE GOVERNMENT WEBSITE S  +            
A POWERPOINT FROM MOHAWK COLLEGE 

EXPLAINING THE APPRENTICESHIP PROCESS



WILL BE 
EMAILED 
TO YOU 
SOON…





College and University… 
Helpful links: 



ONTARIO COLLEGE APPLICATION 
SERVICE

Opening for 
applications on 

FRIDAY 
OCTOBER 10TH!  



CREATE 
AN 
ACCOUNT

Do not use HWDSB email ☺



If you don’t know what you might like to study…

Click on 
“Programs” 

and then 
explore 

options by 
category. 



If I clicked on 
“Health and 
Medical,” all 

of these 
subcategories 

appear. 

Click on a 
category to 

see what 
programs exist 

in Ontario 
colleges!



What  you can earn at college:

CERTIFICATE 1 YEAR

DIPLOMA 2 YEARS

ADVANCED 
DIPLOMA

3 YEARS

BACHELOR’S 
DEGREE

3 – 4 YEARS 
(AND YOU NEED 6 4U/4M CREDITS 

TO APPLY)



YOU CANNOT 
APPLY FOR 

“GRADUATE” 
PROGRAMS 

RIGHT OUT OF 
SECONDARY 

SCHOOL 


WATCH OUT FOR “GRADUATE” CERTIFICATES



APPLICATION DEADLINES AND FEES

There is a non-refundable fee of 

$150.00 
 

The application fee includes up 

to 5 program choices (no more 

than 3 at any one college and 

no more than 5 total).

Highly Competitive 
Programs:

Apply as soon as 
possible (October)

(e.g. nursing, paramedic, 
aviation)

Other Programs:
February 1, 2026



College Open Houses

Look up each college’s open 
house dates and register to 

attend!



NOVEMBER 
1ST, 4TH, 6TH 



SATURDAY 
NOVEMBER 

8TH, 2025



ONTARIO UNIVERSITY 
APPLICATION CENTRE

Open for 
applications 

now!



You need 
your OEN 
to apply… 
found at 

the top of 
every 

report 
card!



DEADLINE FOR APPLICATIONS 
AND FEES

JANUARY 
15TH, 
2026
OUR ADVICE:

APPLY IN 
DECEMBER



Please reach out to us if 
paying those fees would 

be a barrier for you!



Click on this to explore 
university programs in 

Ontario!

Click on this 
to explore 
university 

open houses!



UNIVERSITY OPEN HOUSE DATES
Upcoming Events - All Events - OUInfo

https://www.ouinfo.ca/universities/events
https://www.ouinfo.ca/universities/events
https://www.ouinfo.ca/universities/events
https://www.ouinfo.ca/universities/events
https://www.ouinfo.ca/universities/events


NOVEMBER 8 - 9



NOVEMBER 15 - 16
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SIGN UP HERE AT THE 
END OF THIS 

PRESENTATION OR IN 
GUIDANCE



“How to Apply” Supports…

College:

How To Apply Video

University:

How-to Videos | Ontario 
Universities' Application Centre 

https://www.ocas.ca/support/college-partners/how-to-apply-video-college-partners
https://www.ouac.on.ca/videos/how-to-videos/
https://www.ouac.on.ca/videos/how-to-videos/
https://www.ouac.on.ca/videos/how-to-videos/
https://www.ouac.on.ca/videos/how-to-videos/


How do I get in?
Mostly… it’s your average.

For university: 
6 GRADE 12 CREDITS

o ENG4U
o ANY OTHER REQUIRED 

COURSES
o YOUR NEXT HIGHEST 4U/4M 

MARKS

SOME PROGRAMS HAVE A 
“SUPPLEMENTAL 

APPLICATION”

- AN ESSAY?
- A PORTFOLIO?

- A PROFILE?
- AN INTERVIEW?

- LOOK TO SEE IF YOUR 
PROGRAM HAS ONE AND 

WHEN YOU NEED TO 
SUBMIT IT



E.G. 
McMaster 
University



Applying to University outside of Ontario?

Some universities have agreed to pull your marks 
from OUAC (you’ll need to provide them with your 
OUAC reference number):

• ACADIA UNIVERSITY

• BISHOP’S UNIVERSITY

• THE UNIVERSITY OF BRITISH COLUMBIA

• CONCORDIA UNIVERSITY

• DALHOUSIE UNIVERSITY

• SIMON FRASER UNIVERSITY

• THE UNIVERSITY OF VICTORIA

OTHERWISE…

Make sure you know each 
university’s process and 
their deadlines. If you 
need to submit your 
marks, come well before 
the deadline to guidance 
and we will support you!



Once again… the deadlines…

College

APPLY IN OCTOBER TO HIGHLY-
COMPETITIVE PROGRAMS

FINAL DATE 

FOR EQUAL CONSIDERATION: 

FEBRUARY 1, 2026 

University

OUR ADVICE: 

APPLY IN EARLY DECEMBER

FINAL DATE: 

JANUARY 15, 2026



Weekly Letter and 
Bulletin Board

Please get in the 
habit of 

checking your 
HWDSB email 

every day.
☺



QUESTION 
TIME!
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