
Dundas Valley Guidance Department presents:
How to Navigate the Ontario Universities Website

https://www.ontariouniversitiesinfo.ca/

https://www.ontariouniversitiesinfo.ca/


23 Ontario Universities



UNDERGRADUATE PROGRAM
• your first degree in university

BACHELOR'S DEGREE
• what you get when you first graduate from 

university
• B.A. = Bachelor of Arts     B.Sc. = Bachelor of Science

• B. Eng. = Bachelor of Engineering            B. Comm. = Bachelor of Commerce

GRADUATE PROGRAM/DEGREE
• you need a degree from a university already to choose 

this

TERMS 
YOU 
WILL 

COME 
ACROSS



What is a  Bachelor of Arts?
A Bachelor of Arts (BA) is a university degree that focuses on subjects within 
the liberal arts, humanities, social sciences, languages and culture, and fine 
arts.



TWO WEBSITES: 
ONE TO RESEARCH, ONE TO APPLY

Get to Know Ontario's Universities – OUInfo Ontario Universities' Application Centre

Most students 
apply in 

December: 
deadline is 

usually January 
15th

https://www.ouinfo.ca/universities
https://www.ouac.on.ca/


LINKS ARE ALSO LOCATED ON THE 
GUIDANCE HUB COURSE PAGE



Note: you can also learn about Ontario 
universities, learn about fees and scholarships, 

and learn about how to apply

Click on “Programs” 
to start searching



If you’re not sure about what specific program you are 
interested in, start by browsing by category:



For example, if I 
click on 

“Business 
Studies”, 

I’m given 8 
subcategories 

to explore.



You can also 
search by key 
word and add 

in filters by 
clicking “Show 

Advanced 
Search 

Options”. 
I often narrow 
my search by 

selecting 
specific 

universities.



If I search “psychology”, 
there are 132 programs to 

check out!



You then need to sift through the 
results as the website will pull 

together all programs that mention 
psychology.

Note: psychology is an interesting 
search because you can study 

psychology as a Bachelor or Arts 
degree or a Bachelor of Science 

degree. 

These two pathways have very 
different prerequisites.



Some programs are direct entry 
(i.e. you start specializing in 

your program right away), and 
some programs start with a 
general first year program 

before you specialize in second 
year.

E.G. Psychology
McMaster University can be 
studied through 5 different 

programs and doesn’t start as a 
specialty until second year

Psychology at McMaster University



Note the “compare” 
function. If you click on 
the checkmark, you can 

compare programs 
easily.



Let’s say I 
searched 

“Kinesiology” 
and I clicked 
the Queens 
University 

option.



What can you 
learn when 

you click on a 
program?



“Requirements” 
shows you what 

grade 12 courses you 
need to take to be 

able to apply as well 
as if there is a 

supplementary 
application required.



6 Grade 12 University or Mixed courses (4U/4M)

ENGLISH 4U is always one of the 6

Universities base admission offers primarily on 
the student’s average which will include the 

marks in required courses and the next highest 
4U/4M marks.

Requirements for all university programs in 
Ontario:



Some universities will consider grade 11 marks 
in required courses if the student has not yet 

completed the grade 12 course at the time the 
offer is being made.

Early offers of admission:   Can happen in December
First round offers:                    February/March
Second round offers:             April/May

Are Grade 11 Marks Considered?



Bachelor of 
Arts

Bachelor of 
Science

Bachelor of 
Commerce

Bachelor of 
Engineering

ENG4U

Some programs ask 
for a 4U math

+ 

4 OR 5 MORE 4U/4M 
COURSES

ENG4U
MHF4U

2 OF 
SPH4U
 SCH4U
SBI4U

SOME ASK FOR 
MCV4U (Calculus)

+ 1 OR 2 MORE 4U/4M 
COURSES

ENG4U
MHF4U

SOME ASK FOR 
MCV4U

+3 OR 4 MORE 4U/4M 
COURSES

ENG4U
MHF4U
MCV4U
SPH4U
SCH4U

+ 1 MORE 4U/4M 
COURSE

TYPICAL PREREQUISITES FOR SOME COMMON PROGRAM CHOICES



Applying to universities 
in the US:

Go to the university 
website and look for 

“International Student” 
information.

Typically, you will need 
to write the SAT, get 

letters of reference, and 
write a personal essay.



Researching 
universities across 

Canada:

Usually, you apply directly to 
the university.

Some universities only need 5 
4U/4M courses rather than  6.

This website is helpful:

Home - University Study

https://universitystudy.ca/


NEXT STEPS:

START EXPLORING 
PROGRAMS ON THE 

ONTARIO UNIVERSITIES 
INFO WEBSITE

OCTOBER-NOVEMBER
UNIVERSITY 

PRESENTATIONS AT 
DUNDAS VALLEY FOR 

STUDENTS

OCTOBER-NOVEMBER
UNIVERSITY OPEN 

HOUSES AND VIRTUAL 
OPEN HOUSES

TOUR UNIVERSITY 
CAMPUSES THIS 

SUMMER (BOOK TOURS 
ON THE UNIVERSITY 

WEBSITE)

SEPTEMBER: ONTARIO 
UNIVERSITIES FAIR IN 

TORONTO

READ THE WEEKLY 
LETTER TO GRADE 12 

STUDENTS STARTING IN 
SEPTEMBER (AND 

POSTED ON THE DVSS 
WEBSITE)



Hot off the Presses…
Ontario Universities’ VIRTUAL Information Sessions: 

May 22, 2025, from 5 to 7 pm (ET)
  This event is tailored to Grade 11 and younger students who are beginning their university research. Registration is 

available now.

Ontario Universities’ Fair (OUF): 

Toronto, September 27-28, 2025, 9:30 am to 5 pm daily
The OUF is one of the largest educational fairs in North America. Students can gather information and chat one-on-one 

with students, staff and faculty from Ontario’s universities.

Ontario Universities’ Regional Fairs: Across Ontario

September to October
Ontario university representatives will travel across the province this fall offering fair-style events. Individual event dates 

and locations are to be announced.

• Southwestern Ontario: October 14-17        Learn more at ouevents.ca.

https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ouevents.ca%2Fvirtual%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cjwarren%40hwdsb.on.ca%7Cee8456f4c1ed41d3ad9808dd79011fd3%7C7afeaf6ab1be4c83a974c43a8b215634%7C0%7C0%7C638799767924092330%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=932eQfEfSXKKgjznQ9u1TNCbq%2BSf7NZzQTcSiynBets%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ouevents.ca%2Fvirtual%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cjwarren%40hwdsb.on.ca%7Cee8456f4c1ed41d3ad9808dd79011fd3%7C7afeaf6ab1be4c83a974c43a8b215634%7C0%7C0%7C638799767924092330%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=932eQfEfSXKKgjznQ9u1TNCbq%2BSf7NZzQTcSiynBets%3D&reserved=0
https://can01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.ouevents.ca%2F&data=05%7C02%7Cjwarren%40hwdsb.on.ca%7Cee8456f4c1ed41d3ad9808dd79011fd3%7C7afeaf6ab1be4c83a974c43a8b215634%7C0%7C0%7C638799767924104763%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJFbXB0eU1hcGkiOnRydWUsIlYiOiIwLjAuMDAwMCIsIlAiOiJXaW4zMiIsIkFOIjoiTWFpbCIsIldUIjoyfQ%3D%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=JxpkTeTp3H%2BxFeI8mphQDNk2gJVnoaI1MMy8OI7TSKI%3D&reserved=0


How do you know about 
upcoming events?

Welcome to Ontario Universities’ Info

https://www.ouinfo.ca/


HOW TO 
RESEARCH 
COLLEGE 

PROGRAMS 
2025

The Dundas Valley Guidance 
Department presents



ONTARIO 
COLLEGES



TYPES OF PROGRAMS

CERTIFICATE

GRADUATE 
CERTIFICATE

DEGREE

ADVANCED 
DIPLOMA

DIPLOMA

1 
YEAR

2 
YEARS

3 
YEARS

1-2  
YEARS…  

MUST 
ALREADY 

HAVE A 
DEGREE 

OR 
DIPLOMA

3-4 YRS 
AND 

NEED 6 
GRADE 12 

U/M 
COURSES



HOW DO YOU 
KNOW?

Each program will provide 
the “CREDENTIAL”



“BACHELOR” = 
DEGREE

How do you know it’s a 
university degree?



THE LINK TO ONTARIOCOLLEGES.CA 
IS ALSO LOCATED ON THE GUIDANCE 

HUB COURSE PAGE (OCAS)



ONTARIOCOLLEGES.CA

TO START 
RESEARCHING, 

CLICK ON 
“PROGRAMS”



KEYWORD SEARCH

OR… CLICK ON A 
CATEGORY



Interested in 
building your skills 

in the Trades on 
the way to an 

Apprenticeship?

Look at all these 
options!



How about  
“Heath, 

Food, and 
Medical”?  

I have all of 
these sub-
categories 
to explore.



If I click on 
“Nursing”, I’ll open a 

page that first 
describes what to 

expect from a 
Nursing career.

The bottom of the 
page then lists all 

the available 
programs in Ontario.



1. Programs will appear in 
alphabetical order by 

college

2. Programs have different 
start dates, so pay attention 
to that before clicking on a 
program to learn more (most 

students will start in September 
rather than January)

3. Use the filters on the left to 
narrow down the list (this 

one has 317 results!)



I applied 3 
filters:
- Credential 

(Diploma)
- College 

(Mohawk)
- Start date 

(Fall 2025)



I clicked on the first 
program, and it takes 
me to this overview.

If I want to learn more 
about the program, 

including what 
courses I need to take 

to be able to apply, I 
have to click on the 

Website link.



This takes me to 
the Mohawk 

College website 
where I can 

discover all the 
information listed 
on the left about 

the program.

 I clicked on 
“Admission” to 

learn what 
courses I needed 
to take in grades 

11/12 to be able to 
apply.



5 PROGRAMS MAXIMUM - $150

3 CHOICES MAX 
AT ONE COLLEGE

YOU CAN MAKE CHANGES TO 
THE PROGRAMS YOU’VE 

CHOSEN



IMPORTANT DATES

• October: Applications become available for programs 

                             starting the following fall.

• November 1:  Colleges may begin sending offers of admission.

• February 1:    Equal Consideration Date – apply to highly 

                             competitive programs on or before this  

                             date.

• May 1:            Deadline to confirm offers (colleges may  

                              extend offers after this date).

• Mid-June:      Tuition deposit payment due.

https://www.ontariocolleges.ca/en/apply/important-dates#ecd


HIGHLY-
COMPETITIVE 

PROGRAMS
You want to know if 

your program is 
highly competitive so 

you can apply early.
Search | ontariocolleges.ca

APPLY THE FILTER IN THE PROGRAM SEARCH

https://www.ontariocolleges.ca/en/programs/search?q=&page=0&by%5BProgramHighlyCompetitiveEnglish%5D%5B0%5D=Yes


DO YOU NEED 
TO SUBMIT 
ANYTHING / 
PASS A 
TEST???

Some programs will ask you 
to do a test (e.g. physical 
fitness or literacy test), or 
submit a supplemental 

application, or prove you 
have credentials (like First 
Aid or a Vulnerable Sector 
Police Check)… check the 
admissions description!



COLLEGE FAIR AT DVSS!!!

Fanshawe  Lambton         Mohawk

Niagara   St. Clair  Conestoga

University of Guelph-Ridgetown

The pathway panels are scheduled for 60 minutes, and include:

• A 5-minute overview of Ontario Colleges (general overview from benefits to admission 
requirements).

• Each college gives a general overview for 5 minutes, highlighting their unique programs and 
pathways options.

• Followed by a fair/walkabout, where students can ask questions to the college representatives 
(tables will be needed at the front or side of the room for each college rep to display their 
materials).

May 14 at 1:00 PM in the Library!  

Sign-Up 
required 

to 
attend!



A FINAL NOTE ON GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS

COMPLETING 40 HOURS 
OF COMMUNITY 
INVOLVEMENT

 

COMPLETING 2 ELEARNING 
CREDITS OR OPTING OUT OF 

ELEARNING THROUGH 
PARENT PORTAL (FORMS)

 

30 CREDITS
(18 REQUIRED, 12 

OPTIONAL)

LITERACY 
REQUIREMENT

PASSING THE OSSLT OR 
EARNING THE OSSLC  



A FINAL NOTE ON GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS

COMPLETING 40 HOURS 
OF COMMUNITY 
INVOLVEMENT

 

STUDENTS CAN CLAIM 10 HOURS OF “HELPING 
AT HOME” AND 10 HOURS OF PAID WORK FOR 

THEIR GRADE 9 YEAR DUE TO COVID 
RESTRICTIONS. 

(2022-2023)

Record 
Hours 
Here



Information Students need to record their hours 
in Hour Republic

• The date they volunteered 
• (or the range of time – e.g. September – December 2023)

• The organization they volunteered for (must be non-profit)
• The number of hours they completed
• The name of the supervisor
• The email of the supervisor
• Parent/guardian email

Check in with us tonight if 
you’d like to know how 

many hours your student 
has!



A FINAL NOTE ON GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS

COMPLETING 2 
ELEARNING CREDITS 

OR OPTING OUT OF 
ELEARNING 

THROUGH PARENT 
PORTAL (FORMS)

 

Families will have the ability to opt out of the 
online learning requirement by completing a 

form in Parent Portal.   

Once families complete the form and submit it 
with all the required information, they will 

receive a notification that their submission has 
been received.

The form is titled ‘eLearning Opt Out for 
Families’. 

 
Opting out does not stop students from taking 

eLearning courses if they so choose.



Or… fill in our paper form that 
we have available here!



Status 
Sheets 
Incoming…

2 areas to 
check!

Community 
Involvement 

Hours

OSSLT

Online Learning 
(Requirement 
Met or Opted 

Out)

GROUP 
CREDITS
(1, 2, 3)

Make sure 
you’ve met all 

three!



QUESTIONS???
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