
DUNDAS VALLEY SECONDARY SCHOOL



What Compulsories do you have left?
(there are 18)

4 credits in 
English

3 credits in 
mathematics 

(1 credit in 

Grade 11 or 12)

2 credits in 
science

1 credit in 
Canadian 
history

1 credit in 
Canadian 
geography

1 credit in 
the arts

1 credit in 
health and 

physical 
education

1 credit in 
French

0.5 credit in 
Career Studies 
and 0.5 credit 

in Civics



3 COMPULSORY “GROUP” CREDITS
YOU MUST EARN ONE CREDIT FROM EACH OF THE 3 GROUPS

GROUP 1 

English,

Native language, classical  
/ international language, 

social sciences, 

Canadian and world 
studies,  

guidance and career 
education

GROUP 2

health and 
physical 
education, 

the arts, 

business 
studies 

   

GROUP 3

science (Grade 11 
or 12),

technological 
education,

computer 
studies,

 

French as a Second Language, Cooperative Education



What else do you need to graduate?

• 40 hours of community 
involvement activities

• the provincial literacy 
requirement (OSSLT)

• 2 eLearning courses 
(parents/caregivers can 
exempt you)

12 
optional 
credits



HOUR REPUBLIC



Please submit your hours now into 
Hour Republic!

• 10 hours for 
helping at home 
for 2022-2023 
(grade 9)

• 10 hours for paid 
work for 2022-
2023

   (grade 9)



HOW TO CHOOSE YOUR GRADE 12 COURSES...

Check out 

ADMISSION 
REQUIREMENTS 

for your post-secondary 
program and plan 

backwards from there.



Let’s check out some 
examples!



College
You will apply to earn  

- a certificate (one year), 
- a diploma (2 years), or 
- an advanced diploma (3 years) 



Applying to Colleges in Ontario

• EVERY PROGRAM HAS 
DIFFERENT REQUIRED 
COURSES…. 
–Sometimes 1 required course, 

sometimes 4 or more required 
courses



E.G. #1

Motive 
Power 

Diploma

Conestoga 
College

GRADE 12 
ENGLISH

ENG4C OR 
ENG4U

GRADE 11 
MATH

 

COLLEGE, 
MIXED OR 

UNIVERSITY



E.G. #2

Practical 
Nursing 
Diploma 

Mohawk 
College 

GRADE 12 
ENGLISH

ENG4C OR 
ENG4U

GRADE 11 or 
12 MATH

 

  MIXED OR 
UNIVERSITY

2 GRADE 11 OR 
12 SCIENCES,     

C OR U LEVEL IN

BIOLOGY, 
CHEMISTRY, 
OR PHYSICS

 

85% - 88% 
recommended 
average in the 

required 
courses to be 
competitive



E.G. #3

Electrical 
Engineering 
Technician

Conestoga 
College

GRADE 12 
ENGLISH

ENG4C OR 
ENG4U

GRADE 12 
MATH

 

EITHER…

MCT4C (60%)
MHF4U (55%)
MCV4U (55%)
MDM4U (70%)

NOTE: 
PREREQUISITE 

IS MCF3M



Let’s look at 3 University 
examples



University

- you will apply to earn a degree 

(called a Bachelor’s Degree)

- usually 4 years



Applying to Universities in Ontario

• MUST HAVE SIX GRADE 12 
UNIVERSITY OR MIXED COURSES (4U 
or 4M)

• EVERY PROGRAM HAS DIFFERENT 
REQUIRED COURSES

• ENG4U IS ALWAYS ONE OF THEM



E.G. #1

 Bachelor of Arts Degree (B.A.)
Architectural Studies, Criminal Justice, Political 

Science, Geography, History, Sociology, Film Studies, 
English, etc.

ENG4U +
5 other 4U/M courses 



E.G. #2

Bachelor of Commerce
Most Business programs at university require

ENG4U   AND   MHF4U 
                                                                           (ADVANCED FUNCTIONS)

(plus 4 more U/M courses)

+ CALCULUS at McMaster University



E.G. #3 Kinesiology
WESTERN ENG4U SBI4U

RECOMMENDED: 

4U MATH, 3U PHYSICS

LAURIER ENG4U SBI4U 1 OF 3M, 3U OR 4U  MATH

BROCK ENG4U SBI4U MHF4U RECOMMENDED: PSK4U

MCMASTER ENG4U SBI4U MHF4U MCV4U

QUEENS ENG4U SBI4U MHF4U
2 OF MCV4U, SCH4U, 

SPH4U

WATERLOO
ENG4U MHF4U 2 OF SCH4U, SBI4U, 

SPH4U

SOME PROGRAMS HAVE VERY DIFFERENT REQUIREMENTS 
DEPENDING ON THE UNIVERSITY



How do I research?

Colleges

Universities



Colleges

Look up 
“Admissions”



Click on 
“Website” then 

look for 
“Admission”



Universities

Look up 
“Requirements”



E.G. Kinesiology at Queens



Let's talk 
about 

science!

Next year 
we are 

offering 
SBI3C…
the year 

after 
we'll 
offer 

SCH4C

If you need SCH4C, take it 
through eLearning



DO I NEED CALCULUS IN 
GRADE 12?

I’M CONSIDERING ANY OF THE 
FOLLOWING PROGRAMS IN UNIVERSITY:

▪ ENGINEERING
▪ COMPUTER SCIENCE/PROGRAMMING
▪ MATH/STATISTICS
▪ SCIENCE (SOME PROGRAMS)
▪ BUSINESS (SOME PROGRAMS)
▪ PSYCHOLOGY (U OF T)



PATHWAY TO CALCULUS

MPM2D MCR3U MCV4UMHF4U

FUNCTIONS
ADVANCED 
FUNCTIONS

CALCULUS 
(ALWAYS OFFERED 

SEMESTER 2)



A Few Other Considerations

• ELEARNING

• SHSM

• COOP

• HWDSB SYSTEM PROGRAMS 
AT OTHER SCHOOLS



e
Le
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n
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• Courses ending in 
“eL”  e.g. ENG3U1eL
–Need to be organized, 

self-motivated, 
disciplined

–Strong reading skills

–Great variety of options 
available

–Tends to fill up quickly 



Specialist High Skills Major



• It’s a specialized pathway to engage students 
by giving them unique experiences in their 
area of interest – it includes a package of 
courses to take, certifications to earn, and a 
co-op placement

• Students earn a SHSM Red Seal on their 
diplomas and  SHSM Record of Activity

• Begins in grade 11 but it is possible to start 
in grade 12  



Sign 
me 
UP!

Email or talk to the teachers to sign up

Arts and Culture
      Ms. Langlotz (blanglot@hwdsb.on.ca)
         Ms. Dominey (edominey@hwdsb.on.ca)

Business
 Mr. Kilby (skilby@hwdsb.on.ca)
 Ms. Clarke (soclarke@hwdsb.on.ca)

Manufacturing
 Mr. Lane (marklane@hwdsb.on.ca)
 Mr. Kerrigan (ekerriga@hwdsb.on.ca)

Transportation
      Mr. Kinsman (jkinsman@hwdsb.on.ca)
 Mr. Lane (marklane@hwdsb.on.ca)

mailto:kkrivank@hwdsb.on.ca
mailto:jkinsman@hwdsb.on.ca


Let's talk about Co-Op Education

Work 
Experience

2 credits
(AM or PM)

COO308

4 credits
(all day)

COOFT1 / COOFT2

Need your 
own 

transportation (or 
take the bus or 

walk)

OYAP =
Ontario Youth 

Apprenticeship 
Program – earn 

hours towards your 
apprenticeship

Mr. Brankovic 
pbrankov@hwdsb.on.ca

Ms. Clarke
soclarke@hwdsb.on.ca

mailto:pbrankov@hwdsb.on.ca
mailto:soclarke@hwdsb.on.ca


HWDSB System Learning Opportunities

See your 
guidance 

counsellor for 
applications 
or click here 

to learn more:
Experiential 

Learning 
(hwdsb.on.ca)

ArtSmart
MacNab (sem 2)

Audition-
based Program 

of the Arts 
Glendale

Building 
Careers from 

the Ground Up 
All-Day Coop 

Habitat for 
Humanity

Healthcare 
Support 
Services 

COOP 
(Hospital-based, 

full-day)

Militia 
COOP 

(at the Hamilton 
Armouries)

Mohawk 
College Dual 

Credits 
(earn high 
school and 

college credits)

Summer 
COOP

(great for SHSM 
students – must 

attend an 
evening meeting 

with parents)

https://coop.commons.hwdsb.on.ca/
https://coop.commons.hwdsb.on.ca/
https://coop.commons.hwdsb.on.ca/


How to complete your options for 
2025-2026



Step 1: Find myBlueprint on 
your main “myHWDSB”page  



STEP 2: 
SCROLL DOWN TO “PLAN COURSES” or 

click on “Dundas Valley Secondary School”



Check out the ‘Resources” section on the 
dashboard to find the full list of DVSS course 

offerings and other helpful documents. 



What you’ll find there



The “Course 
Offerings” 

table lists all 
the courses 

we offer 
divided by 

grade and by 
department.



Also check out the “Course Offerings with 
Prerequisites” to see which courses count as 
Compulsory Courses and to see prerequisites



GRADE 12 OPTIONS 2025-2026
ADA4M1

DRAMA

ADD4M1
DRAMA FOCUS

AMI4M1
MUSIC

AMR4M1
REPERTOIRE

ASM4M1
MEDIA ART

AVI4M1
VISUAL ART

AWD4M1
PORTFOLIO

AWQ4M1
PHOTOGRAPHY

BAT4M1
ACCOUNTING

BBB4M1
INTERNATIONAL 

BUSINESS

BOH4M1
BUSINESS 

LEADERSHIP

CGW4U1
GEO WORLD 
ISSUES (U)

CGW4C1
GEO WORLD 

ISSUES (C)

CHY4U1
HISTORY (15TH 
CENTURY ON)

CHY4C1
HISTORY (15TH 
CENTURY ON)

LWSDU1
SPANISH

FSF4U1
FRENCH

COOP
(2 PERIOD OR 4)

ENG4U1
ENGLISH (U)

ENG4C1
ENGLISH (C)

ENG4E1
ENGLISH (E)

EWC4U1
WRITERS 

CRAFT

EWC4C1
WRITERS 

CRAFT

ICS4U1
COMPUTER 

PROGRAMMING

PAF4O1
FITNESS 
(M OR F)

PAL4O1
COURT SPORTS

PPL4O1
GYM

PLF4M1
REC AND 

LEADERSHIP

PSK4U1
KINESIOLOGY

MAP4C1
COLLEGE MATH

MCT4C1
MATH FOR 

COLLEGE TECH

MDM4U1
DATA

MHF4U1
ADVANCED 
FUNCTIONS

MCV4U1
CALCULUS

MEL4E1
WORKPLACE 

MATH

SBI4U1
BIOLOGY

SCH4U1
CHEMISTRY

SPH4U1
PHYSICS (U)

SPH4C1 
PHYSICS (C)

HFA4C1
NUTRITION (C)

HFA4U1
NUTRITION (U)

HHS4C1
FAMILIES IN 
CANADA (C)

HHS4U1
FAMILIES IN 
CANADA (U)

HSB4U1
CHALLENGE 

AND CHANGE

HZT4U1
PHILOSOPHY

TCJ4C1
CONSTRUCTION 

(C)

TCJ4E1
CONSTRUCTION 

(E)

TDJ4M1
DESIGN TECH

TEJ4M1
COMPUTER 

ENGINEERING

TGJ4M1
COMMUNICATION 

TECH

TMJ4E1
MANUFACTURING 

(E)

TMJ4C1
MANUFACTURING 

(C)

TTJ4C1
TRANSPORTATION

TWJ4E1
CUSTOM 

WOODWORKING



GRADE 12 OPTIONS with NO PREREQUISITES 
ADA4M1

DRAMA

ADD4M1
DRAMA FOCUS

AMI4M1
MUSIC

AMR4M1
REPERTOIRE

ASM4M1
MEDIA ART

AVI4M1
VISUAL ART

AWD4M1
PORTFOLIO

AWQ4M1
PHOTOGRAPHY

BAT4M1
ACCOUNTING

BBB4M1
INTERNATIONAL 

BUSINESS

BOH4M1
BUSINESS 

LEADERSHIP

CGW4U1
GEO WORLD 
ISSUES (U)

CGW4C1
GEO WORLD 

ISSUES (C)

CHY4U1
HISTORY (15TH 
CENTURY ON)

CHY4C1
HISTORY (15TH 
CENTURY ON)

LWSDU1
SPANISH

FSF4U1
FRENCH

COOP
(2 PERIOD OR 4)

ENG4U1
ENGLISH (U)

ENG4C1
ENGLISH (C)

ENG4E1
ENGLISH (E)

EWC4U1
WRITERS 

CRAFT

EWC4C1
WRITERS 

CRAFT

ICS4U1
COMPUTER 

PROGRAMMING

PAF4O1
FITNESS 
(M OR F)

PAL4O1
COURT SPORTS

PPL4O1
GYM

PLF4M1
REC AND 

LEADERSHIP

PSK4U1
KINESIOLOGY

MAP4C1
COLLEGE MATH

MCT4C1
MATH FOR 

COLLEGE TECH

MDM4U1
DATA

MHF4U1
ADVANCED 
FUNCTIONS

MCV4U1
CALCULUS

MEL4E1
WORKPLACE 

MATH

SBI4U1
BIOLOGY

SCH4U1
CHEMISTRY

SPH4U1
PHYSICS (U)

SPH4C1 
PHYSICS (C)

HFA4C1
NUTRITION (C)

HFA4U1
NUTRITION (U)

HHS4C1
FAMILIES IN 
CANADA (C)

HHS4U1
FAMILIES IN 
CANADA (U)

HSB4U1
CHALLENGE 

AND CHANGE

HZT4U1
PHILOSOPHY

TCJ4C1
CONSTRUCTION 

(C)

TCJ4E1
CONSTRUCTION 

(E)

TDJ4M1
DESIGN TECH

TEJ4M1
COMPUTER 

ENGINEERING

TGJ4M1
COMMUNICATION 

TECH

TMJ4E1
MANUFACTURING 

(E)

TMJ4C1
MANUFACTURING 

(C)

TTJ4C1
TRANSPORTATION

TWJ4E1
CUSTOM 

WOODWORKING



STEP 3: 
Add your desired courses to your Grade 12 Year



E.G. Selecting English

Select your 
Grade First

Elearning 
options are 

here



Click on the course from the list, and then click 
“Add Course” 



Are you taking AMR – 
repertoire?  

Use the 
“repertoire”  

space on 
myBlueprint 

to select 
Repertoire. 

Repertoire usually 
runs as a full year 

course every other 
morning (7:00 

AM!)

It is suggested you 
take AMI4M but 
not necessary.



SPARES!

We encourage 
grade 12 students to take  

2 study periods 
if you have 

earned 

24 credits.



Select 2 study periods: 
STUDY A and 

STUDY Z.

If you only want one 
study, select
STUDY J.

Then… select an Alternate Course 
in case a selection is cancelled:



Warning icon - remove this course

If you’re missing the 
prerequisite, you’ll need to 

remove it.
If you’re doing the 

prerequisite in summer 
school, you can submit but 

add an explanation.



LAST STEP: REVIEW COURSE SELECTIONS



1. Select your Interested 
Pathway.

2. Add a comment if you’re 
submitting with a prerequisite 
missing (e.g. taking in summer 

school).

3. Click “Submit Course 
Selections”.

3

1

2



What if I’m 
planning to 
do summer 

school?

You’ll have two 
opportunities to sign up:

1. When you submit your 
courses in February
2. From April 1 – Jun 27th (at 

11:00 AM)



Where to go to select Summer School



After clicking on “Explore 
Courses”, select “Summer School”



You can 
select one 
course or 
two half 
courses 

(Civics and 
Careers)



What 
you 

could 
take in 
summer 
school
Summer School 

On-Line | 
Hamilton-

Wentworth District 
School Board

https://www.hwdsb.on.ca/cce/summer/summer-school-on-line/
https://www.hwdsb.on.ca/cce/summer/summer-school-on-line/
https://www.hwdsb.on.ca/cce/summer/summer-school-on-line/
https://www.hwdsb.on.ca/cce/summer/summer-school-on-line/
https://www.hwdsb.on.ca/cce/summer/summer-school-on-line/


Next Steps

Use ontariouniversitiesinfo.ca 

and  ontariocolleges.ca to research!

Use myBlueprint to look at course 
descriptions and select your 

courses.  Remember to add an alternate 
course. 

Opening Day to 
submit your 

options is 

February 5th

If you are submitting your course with errors, make sure you 
write in an explanation. (e.g. let us know you will take the 

prerequisite at summer school)



Next Steps continued…

Questions?

Book an appointment with your 
counsellor on Dundas Valley 

Guidance Hub page.

Mr. O'Connor A-K

 Ms. Warren L-Z

Last day to 
submit is 

FEBRUARY 21st  
2025

Parents/Guardians 
approve selected 
courses in Parent 

Portal



Any 
Questions?
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