
DUNDAS VALLEY SECONDARY SCHOOL



Do you have 
any 

graduation 
requirements 

left to 
complete?  

30 CREDITS

4 CREDITS 
IN ENGLISH

3 CREDITS 
IN MATH

2 CREDITS 
IN SCIENCE

1 CREDIT IN 
PHYS. ED.

1 CREDIT IN 
THE ARTS

FRENCH

GRADE 9 
GEOGRAPHY

CIVICS/ 
CAREERS

GRADE 10 
HISTORY

GROUP 3 
CREDIT

GROUP 2 
CREDIT

GROUP 1 
CREDIT

12 OPTIONAL CREDITS



3 COMPULSORY “GROUP” CREDITS
YOU MUST EARN ONE CREDIT FROM EACH OF THE 3 GROUPS

GROUP 1 

English,

Native language, classical  
/ international language, 

social sciences, 

Canadian and world 
studies,

guidance and career 
education

GROUP 2

health and 
physical 
education, 

the arts, 

business 
studies 

GROUP 3

science (Grade 11 
or 12),

technological 
education,

computer 
studies,

French as a Second Language, Cooperative Education



Non-Credit Requirements

• 40 hours of 
community 

involvement 
activities

• the provincial 
literacy 

requirement 
(OSSLT)

• 2 elearning credits 
(you got one for 

remote learning in 
grade 9)

Potential Grads:

209
# with community 

involvement hours complete:

158

51 to go!



Hours you should claim

2022-2023
10 hours help at home

10 hours paid work

2021-2022
10 hours help at home

10 hours paid work

2020-2021
10 hours help at home

10 hours paid work



HOUR REPUBLIC



Not returning?
We still need you to complete Xello

☺

Enter 

NOTRET 

as your course.
 



How?
Step 1: 

Find Xello in the Dundas Valley 
Guidance Hub Course



STEP 2:
Add “Grade 13” to enter courses 

and/or NOTRET



Add Courses for next year by 
clicking the



To add the NOTRET type in “NOT” into the course 
search bar, and it’ll pop up! 



One more step:
ADD AN ALTERNATE COURSE

XELLO NOW WANTS YOU TO SELECT AN ALTERNATE COURSE.
PLEASE SELECT

ALT ED 3 
(SEARCH “ALT” AND IT WILL POP UP).



Press Submit



Are you a 2024 grad thinking about 
returning?

You can earn 

up to 34 
credits at 

DVSS 
(one extra semester) 

unless you have 
an IEP

3 course 
minimum 
to be here 

Need one course? 
Earn it through 

elearning at  
Continuing Ed –

 www.hwdsb.on.ca/cce/

Must have a 
purpose to 

return 

 e.g. changing 
pathways, upgrading 
or earning required 
credits for specific 

program 

http://www.hwdsb.on.ca/cce/


Returning for 1 Semester? 

Enter NORET2 after you 

enter your 3 or 4 semester 1 
courses.

 



Helpful reminders



Check out the list “Course Offerings 
with Prerequisites” 



DVSS COURSE LIST IS POSTED ON 
XELLO 



Warning icon = remove this course



Info icon = click and read



STUDY PERIODS?

1 Study…

Choose Study A

2 Studies (1 each semester)… 

Choose Study A and Study Z



Let's talk about Co-Op Education

Work 
Experience

2 credits
(AM or PM)

COO308

4 credits
(all day)

COOFT1 / COOFT2

Need your 
own 

transportation (or 
take the bus or 

walk)

OYAP =
Ontario Youth 

Apprenticeship

Program – earn 

hours towards your 
apprenticeship

Mr. Brankovic
(pbrankov@hwdsb.on.ca)



HWDSB System Learning Opportunities

See your 
guidance 

counsellor for 
applications 
or click here 

to learn more:
Experiential 

Learning 
(hwdsb.on.ca)

ArtSmart
MacNab (sem 2)

Audition-
based Program 

of the Arts 
Glendale

Building 
Careers from 

the Ground Up 
All-Day Coop 

Habitat for 
Humanity

Healthcare 
Support 
Services 

COOP 
(Hospital-based, 

full-day)

Militia 
COOP 

(at the Hamilton 
Armouries)

WIPP Paid 
Coop 

for students in 
need at  HillPark

Mohawk 
College Dual 

Credits 
(earn high 
school and 

college credits)

Summer 
COOP

(great for SHSM 
students – must 

attend an 
evening meeting 

with parents)

https://coop.commons.hwdsb.on.ca/
https://coop.commons.hwdsb.on.ca/
https://coop.commons.hwdsb.on.ca/


Last Step: Press Submit

Returning for one semester
Not returning at all



What if I’m planning to do 
summer school?



If you plan to do a compulsory course at summer school, 
please have your parent/guardian email your Guidance 

counsellor so we can override your course.

e.g. "We plan to have ____(name)____take summer 3U Biology 
online, knowing it will be a commitment of about 5 hours of 
schoolwork per day during the month of July, so please add 4U 
Biology to (name’s) course options."

Registration opens in May… you sign 
up with your parent/caregiver.

Tell your guidance counsellor your 
plans now to get on the list. ☺



Final Summary

Not returning?

Go to Xello and add Grade 13. 

Then add 

NOTRET. 

Press submit.



ARE YOU RETURNING?

You can research post-
secondary programs using 
ontariouniversitiesinfo.ca 

and ontariocolleges.ca
Look at Xello for 
Course Offerings

Book an appointment with Guidance if you’d 
like to  investigate HWDSB system programs

Pick your courses, and add 
NORET2 if you are only 
here for one semester.



Next Steps cont.
If the computer won’t let you select a course, email your 

counsellor for an override (e.g. let us know you will take the 
prerequisite at summer school)

QUESTIONS? 
Mr. O’Connor  A-J      Ms. Davidson K – L    Ms. Warren M-Z

Last day to submit 
is FEBRUARY 28TH.

Parents/Caregivers 
approve selected courses 

in Parent Portal



Lastly…

Please submit your 
community involvement 

hours now-ish
☺



Any 
Questions?
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