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How do you graduate?



Ontario Secondary School 

Diploma (OSSD) 

You need 30 credits to graduate

18 are compulsory…  

ENGLISH MATH SCIENCE CANADIAN 

HISTORY

CANADIAN 
GEOGRAPHY

ARTS HEALTH /

PHYS. ED

FRENCH CIVICS / 

CAREERS

4 3 2 1 1 1 1 1

0.5 + 

0.5



3 MORE COMPULSORY CREDITS: 

1 credit from each of the following 3 groups

GROUP 1 GROUP 2 GROUP 3
English or French as a 

second language

A Native language

First Nations, Metis, and 

Inuit Studies

A Classical or International 

Language

Social Sciences and the 

Humanities

Canadian and World Studies

Guidance and Career 

Education

Cooperative Education

Health and Physical 

Education

The Arts

Business Studies

French as a Second 

Language

Cooperative Education

Science (Grade 11 or 12)

Technological Education

French as a Second 

Language

Computer Studies

Cooperative Education

Cooperative Education can be used fo

r two of three GROUP credits



The other 12 credits are optional… 
you can take whatever courses interest you or          

support your plan for life after secondary school!

Grade 9 Grade 10 Grade 11 Grade 12

English English English English

Math Math Math
5+ Elective

Credits

Science Science 6 Elective Credits

Geography History

French Civics/Careers

3 Elective Credits 3 Elective Credits

The nice part… you get to take 

MORE electives each year



Your 30 credits through the 4 

years…
SEMESTER GRADE 9 GRADE 10 GRADE 11 GRADE 12

1
(Sept. – Jan.)

4 COURSES 4 COURSES 4 COURSES

3 COURSES 

+ 1 STUDY 

PERIOD

2

(Feb. - June)
4 COURSES 4 COURSES 4 COURSES

3 COURSES 

+ 1 STUDY 

PERIOD

8 CREDITS 

EARNED

8 CREDITS 

EARNED

8 CREDITS 

EARNED

6 CREDITS 

EARNED



What else do you need to graduate?

1. 40 hours of community

involvement activities

You can start earning those hours in the 

summer before grade 9 (record the 

dates, hours, contact information of the 

supervisor).

Examples of non-profit organizations:

United Way, Salvation Army

youth athletic organizations

retirement homes
religious organizations

service clubs

schools

camps

2. Pass the provincial literacy 

requirement 

(written in grade 10)

3. Two eLearning Credits 

(parents can request exemption)



eLearning

What to understand about 

the eLearning experience:

• lessons are not taught synchronously (or live), 

but are posted online for students to read and 
view

• you will have one period to work on your 
eLearning course, but you can work on the 

course in the evening/at lunch

• students can work in the library, in the cafeteria, 

or at home

• Learning Skills are very important to be 

successful in an eLearning course –

independence, organization, time 

management and initiative are key habits 

“Students 

and families 

are 

encouraged 

to complete 

their 

eLearning 

courses in 

Grade Ten 

or later.”
Hamilton-Wentworth Pathways and 

Course Selection Guide



Let's check out the folder!



The 
Option 

Worksheet





Grade 9 Compulsory Courses

English (ENL1W)

French (FSF1D)

Geography (CGC1D)

Math (MTH1W)

Science (SNC1W)

We offer some additional learning programming options for grade 9 students with specific 

learning needs. Please see your grade 8 teacher for more information about specialized 

programing.



Elective Courses on the Option Sheet

Please 
rank 5 

courses,
#1-5, in 
case we 
need to 
change 
one of 

your top 3 
to make 

your 
timetable 

work.



The Arts
(one Arts credit is compulsory for the diploma)



ADA2O



AMI101



AVI101



Business



BBI101



BTT1O1



Family Studies



HIF1O1



Guidance



GLS101



Languages
and Classical Studies



LWDBD1



Healthy Active Living (P.E)
(one P.E. credit is compulsory for the diploma)



PAF101



PAL101 COURT SPORTS



PPL1O1 Healthy Active Living



Technological Studies



TIJ101



Looking ahead to February… 
Meet Xello!







What is Student Success?

✓Access to school and community supports

✓Transition planning and events

✓Credit Rescue Plans

✓EQAO (literacy and math) preparation

✓Student Voice and Leadership



STUDENT 
SUCCESS 

AND 
TRANSITIONS

The Transition from Elementary 
School to DVSS: 

Planning Process

• Meet new people and make new 
friends.

• An opportunity for a fresh start and 
new opportunities.

• Explore a new school campus, learn 
different rules and expectations.

• Getting to know multiple teachers 
and explore new courses.

• Manage their study schedule and 
establish new routines.



• Fall 2022 – DVSS Evening Open House for Students/Parents

• January 2023 – DVSS Option Sheet Presentations @ Feeder schools

• January 2023 – DVSS Option Sheet Night @ DVSS

• May 2023 – DVSS Grade 8 School Visit @ DVSS

• August 2023 – Grade 8 Orientation Program @ DVSS

• September 2023 – Welcome Week for Grade 9 Students

• October 2023 – VIVE – Grade 9 Welcome Event



JANUARY

• option presentations in elementary schools

• HWDSB grade 8 teachers send home the option sheet
• Families/caregivers may consult teachers about courses
• Families/caregivers complete option sheets and submit to the 

grade 8 teacher

• Students and parents can attend option presentation at DVSS 

Wednesday January 25th at 6:00 PM in the 

Library/Learning Commons

FEBRUARY

• Starting February 7th: Grade 8 teachers to assist 

students in entering courses into Xello (to match the option 

sheet)

• (Non-HWDSB students will not complete Xello process – they will book a registration 
appointment)

MARCH 2nd • option entry in Xello is complete

• option sheets sent by the elementary school to DVSS

BY MARCH 24th • Parents approve options in Parent Portal

TIMELINE!



DVSS Activities & Opportunities

CLUBS COUNCILS ATHLETICS

Gryphon Gamers Club Athletic Council Alpine Ski & Snowboard

Art Club MHAT Track & Field

Best Buddies Student Council Hockey

DECA Global Connect Football

Dungeons & Dragons Club Autism Awareness Volleyball

GLOW MedLife Cross-country

Gryphon Gazette Terry Fox Run Soccer

Homework Club SHSM Badminton

Robotics Club Commencement Committee Water polo

Yearbook Club Vegan Awareness Golf

Forest of Reading Reach for the Top Ultimate Frisbee

HOPE Writer's Workshop Baseball

MMIW&G Art Project Various Contests Pickleball



Learning 

Resource 

Questions?

Ms. Chantel Bertran

cbertran@hwdsb.on.ca



Thank you for 

attending!


