
Dundas Valley Secondary School

Grade 8 Option 

Presentation



DVSS Vision:

“An empathetic culture of 

respect and learning through 

the lens of Human Rights”



Academics

How do you graduate?



30 credits to graduate…18 compulsory courses

+12 optional courses

Grades 9, 10, and 11 - 8 credits earned each year 

(3x8 = 24)

Grade 12 - 6 credits earned and possibly 2 study periods 

(total = 30)

Courses are divided between 2 semesters - 4 credits per semester

Final exams are compulsory and written in January and June.

Ontario Secondary School Diploma (OSSD) 

Credit Requirements



What else do you need to graduate?

40 hours of community 

involvement activities 
(see hwdsb.on.ca for detailed 

information and forms)

Students enter hours in The Hub using 
Hour Republic after mid-August 

Examples of non-profit organizations:

Routes Youth Centre

Youth athletic organizations

Retirement homes

Religious organizations

Service clubs

Schools

Camps

Pass the provincial literacy 

requirement 
(written in grade 10)



MORE Options Each Year

Grade 9 Grade 10 Grade 11 Grade 12

English English English English

Math Math Math
5+ Optional 

Credits

Science Science
6 Optional 

Credits

Geography History

French Civics/Careers

Phys. Ed.
3 Optional 

Credits

2 Optional 

Credits



Types of Courses

Academic Applied
Locally 

Developed
Open Enriched

emphasize 

theory and 

abstract thinking

focus on 

practical 

applications

prepare for 

the workplace 

and applied 

courses

combine all 

types of 

thinking

Enriched 

Academic 

courses 

e.g. ENG1D1

MPM1D1

e.g. ENG1P1

CGC1P1

e.g. ENG1L1

SNC1L1

e.g. AVI1O1

PPL1O1

e.g. ENG1D1E

MPM1D1E

Lead to 

university 

programs, etc.

Lead to 

college/ 

apprenticeship

programs, etc.

Lead to the 

workplace

Inquiry-based

learning 

for students who 

are identified 

gifted, pre-IB, 

and/or talented 

in area



e-Learning
• many options

• independent learners 

• be prepared to read a lot of material online 

• have initiative to work independently online many 

hours per week

• students are not assigned to a classroom, but may 

work in the library, cafeteria or guidance office with 

some indirect supervision 

• should have a history of Excellent Learning Skills on 

successive elementary report cards

• ask your teacher for a recommendation on the option 

sheet if you plan to enroll



To be completed by 

the Grade 8 Teacher/Principal

Academic Applied
Locally 

Developed

ENG1D1 ENG1P1 ENG1L1

ENG1D1E

MPM1D1 MFM1P1 MAT1L1

MPM1D1E

SNC1D1 SNC1P1 SNC1L1

FSF1D1 FSF1P1 FSF1O1++

CGC1D1 CGC1P1

IEP Exceptionality:

⃝      NE (non-exceptional)    ⃝      MID
⃝      Comm. L.D. ⃝      Gifted
⃝      Other   ______________________
⃝      Empower Reading recommended
⃝      If student is interested in eLearning

(eL*) (s)he has strong independent 
learning skills

⃝      Authorized Elementary French 
Exemption

⃝      ++Student has fewer than 600 hours 
French instruction (to take FSF1O1)

Grade 8 Teacher or Principal:

Name:       _______________________

Signature: _______________________

To be completed by

the Student and Parent/Guardian

Compulsory 

Courses (6)
Academic Applied

Locally 

Developed

English ENG1D1 ENG1P1 ENG1L1

ENG1D1E

ENG1D1eL* ENG1P1eL*

Mathematics MPM1D1 MFM1P1 MAT1L1

MPM1D1E

MPM1D1eL* MFM1P1eL*

Science SNC1D1 SNC1P1 SNC1L1

SNC1D1eL* SNC1P1eL*

French FSF1D1 FSF1P1 FSF1O1++

FSF1D1eL* FSF1P1eL*

Geography CGC1D1 CGC1P1

CGC1D1eL* CGC1P1eL*

Phys. Ed.
(Choose at least 1)

F=Female M=Male

 PPL1O1F and/or  PPL1O1M and/or

 PAF1O1F (Fitness)  PAF1O1M (Fitness)

Dundas Valley Secondary School Grade 9 Option Sheet Compulsory Courses



You will take two of the following options. Please rank your choices 1, 2, 3, and 

we will do our best to accommodate your first two choices.

ADA2O1 - Drama

 AMI1O1 Music with AMR1O1 (7:00 a.m. 2-3 days / week)  OR

 AMI1O1  Music class without AMR1O1 (morning band)

AVI1O1 - Visual Arts

BBI1O1 - Introduction to Business

BTT1O1 - Info. & Communication Tech. in Business

BTT1O1eL* (online)

HIF1O1 - Introduction to Family Studies

HIF1O1eL* (online)

LWGBD1 - German

LWSBD1 - Spanish

PAL1O1 - Basketball

TIJ1O1 - Exploring Technology  (Tech.)

Option Sheet – Optional Courses 

1

2

3



Math - Applied



Math - Academic

Jared uses the equation C=30n to determine the cost, C, in 

dollars, for renting a car for n days, where n is a whole number.  

If Jared can spend a maximum of $200 on the rental, which of 

the following describes the possible values of n?

F  7, 8, 9, ...

G  6, 7, 8, 9, ...

H  0, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6 

J   0, 1, 2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7



Math - Applied



Math - Academic



show that you can understand what you read

use writing to communicate in various forms

use research skills 

learn methods of how to organize information

relate issues you read about to your personal lives

English - Applied



demonstrate strong comprehension skills and 

good writing skills 

improve analytical and critical thinking skills

explore themes in literature from various historical 

periods and various locations … e.g. poetry, 

novels, Shakespeare

independent reading/writing as homework

English - Academic



Get Involved
…in the arts

Arts and Culture SHSM… 



Get Involved
…in the athletics



Get Involved
…Special Events



Get Involved
…in clubs, councils and contests

http://www.hwdsb.on.ca/dundasvalley


Timelines

• January   - option presentations to schools

- students carry home paper 

copies of registration form and 

option sheet

• February  - paperwork due to elementary 

schools

• By March 1 - option entry in Career Cruising 

complete



Career Cruising IPP

Option Entry

Sir William Osler – February 28

Seaton – February 26

Dundas Central – February 26

Spencer Valley – February 27



Course Planning

Students can connect their 
high school course plans to 
careers and post-secondary 
programs of interest.

Students are also able to 
track graduation and SHSM 
requirements



Questions?



More Information for Parents

Pathway Planning Grades 9-12

IPP

Career Cruising 

The Guidance Office



IPP and Career Cruising

IPP = Individualized Pathway Plan

- every student will have an electronic IPP that 

will be updated at least twice annually…

Creating Pathways to Success, 2013

- HWDSB has purchased the rights to Career 

Cruising to facilitate the electronic IPP



Pathway Thinking:  

- 5 Initial Destinations

- Most students will pursue 

more than one destination 

(i.e. college then university or 

workplace then college)

- Many new college/university 

transfer agreements and 

combined programs



Education and Career/Life 

Planning: A Four Step Process



Keep it broad…think in 

employment clusters or sectors
Architecture and Construction Arts and Culture

Business and Finance Computers and Telecommunications

Education and Social Services Fashion and Design

Law and Government Medical and Health

Natural Resources and Transportation Science and Engineering

Service Skilled Trades

Sports and Recreation



Personal IPP Account

• View a summary of the 

information they have saved

• Track their progress as they 

work towards school/district 

requirements

• Personalize their account by 

adding a photo

• Access their information 

from anywhere in the 

program

With their personal IPP account students can:



World Class Assessments

Using our various assessment tools, students can:

discover how they 

best learn and 

retain information

identify careers 

that suit their 

interests and; 

understand how 

their skills and 

abilities are 

related to those 

careers.



Detailed Career Information

Students can explore hundreds of careers 

using a variety of methods.

Students will then have access 

to detailed multi-media career 

profiles.



Postsecondary Planning

Students have access to information about post-secondary institutions and 

apprenticeships available across the country.



Employment Readiness

Students also have access to resources to help them prepare for the world of 

work, including an integrated job search and resume builder.



Parent Engagement

Career Cruising’s Parent Portal provides parents and guardians with access to 

their child’s My Plan work.



Guidance Office Personnel

Counsellors’ alphabetical caseload:

A-M Mrs. Lawson

N-Z Ms. Henderson

Student Success Teacher:  Mr. Fox

Administrative Assistant:  Ms. Chamoun

Social Worker:  Mr. McCann

AY Counsellor:  Ms. Sawesky



Guidance Services Provided:
- Academic/career counselling and IPP

- Connect students and parents to community 

resources for mental health, addiction, 

financial assistance

- Post-secondary information and applications, 

scholarships

- Graduation, Awards Assembly

- Timetable changes

- Liaise with teachers, Learning Resource, and 

parents to assist students



Further Information

Websites:

HWDSB  www.hwdsb.on.ca

D.V.S.S. www.hwdsb.on.ca/dundasvalley/

Ministry of Education www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/

http://www.hwdsb.on.ca/
http://www.hwdsb.on.ca/dundasvalley/
http://www.edu.gov.on.ca/eng/


Questions?

Thank you for engaging in your child’s 

education!


