
Course Description: 


Units:  Titles and Times

	Unit 1
	Introduction: What Makes Us Human
· What are the social sciences?

· How have humans developed over time?
· How do social scientists study cultures?
· What factors influence brain functioning?
· What shapes personality?

· How do sociologists study suicide?

· How are sociological theories used to explain behaviour?

· What is the Inquiry Method?


	Unit 2
	Forces that Influence and Shape Behaviour
· How does recognizing patterns in cultures help our understanding?

· How do communication patterns differ by culture and gender?
· What is the Nature vs. Nurture debate?  A look at Gender Identity.
· How have studies on types of learning heightened our understanding of human behaviour?
· What are some key psychological experiments that have contributed to the field of social science?
· How are children socialized?
· What happens to children with no human contact?  A look at isolated children.


	Unit 3
	Social Institutions and Organizations
· What factors influence group conformity?  A look at conformity experiments.
· Why do people join gangs?
· How do stereotypes affect prejudice and discrimination?
· Why is it important to understand mental health issues?
· What is considered deviant behaviour and appropriate responses?
· What are the roots of juvenile delinquency?
· What are the vital functions of a family?



 Texts:  Images of Society & Our Social World
Evaluation:
	Knowledge and Understanding
	25%

	Thinking and Inquiry
	30%

	Application
	20%

	Communication
	25%

	· 70%  of the final grade will be based on course work

· 30% will be based on a summative evaluation in the form of an examination and/or performance assessment given towards the end of the course




Learning Skills:
	Responsibility
	Organization
	Independent Work
	Collaboration
	Initiative
	Self-Regulation

	Lateness to class, use of time in completing assignments, homework, participation in class, absences, working with others, etc. will be reflected in the learning skills section of the report card.
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This course introduces the theories, questions, and issues that are the major concern of anthropology, psychology, and sociology. Students develop an understanding of the way social scientists approach the topics they study and the research methods they employ. Students are given opportunities to explore theories from a variety of perspectives and to become familiar with current theories on a range of issues researched by classical and contemporary social scientists in the three disciplines.











