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Course Description


This course examines the theories and methodologies used in anthropology, psychology, and sociology to investigate and explain shifts in knowledge, attitudes, beliefs and behaviour, and their impact on society. Students will analyse cultural, social and biological patterns in human societies, looking at the ways in which those patterns change over time. Students will also explore the ideas of classical and contemporary social theorists, and will apply those ideas to the analysis of contemporary trends. 

Units:  Titles and Time

	Unit
	Topic

	Unit 1
	What are Anthropology, Psychology, and Sociology? 

· What is social science?
· How do anthropologists study and explain cultural differences?
· How do psychologists explain the bystander effect?

· How do sociologists explain bullying?
· Is this ethical?  A look at some human experiments throughout history.

· Current issues-how do social scientists study the same topics?

	Unit 2
	Social Change

· What social change has happened in the last 100 years?
· How do anthropologists explain the impact of residential schools?

· How do psychologists modify human behaviour?
· How do sociologists explain social change?  A look at Sierra Leone.
· How does technology impact daily living?
· How do conformity and alienation impact social change?

	Unit 3
	Social Trends 

· What rites of passage mark the transition to adulthood in Canada?
· How does alcohol influence adolescents? A look at research.

· Why are people choosing to remain childless?

· What factors affect child-bearing?

· What are the ethical issues related to reproductive technologies?

· Why is it important to study demography?

	Unit 4
	Social Challenges 

· What is the sandwich generation?

· Why is elder abuse common?

· What are new trends in aging?




	Culminating Activity
	Research Project

· How do you examine an issue from an anthropological, psychological and/or sociological perspective? 

· How do you use APA format to document sources? 
· What is the proper format and writing style for a research paper?


Resources

Textbook:
Transition in Society: The Challenge of Change 
Evaluation for HSB4M

	Knowledge and Understanding
	20 %

	Thinking and Inquiry
	30 %

	Application
	25 %

	Communication
	             25%

	· 70% of the final grade will be based on course work 

· 30% will be based on summative evaluation in the form of an examination and a research project administered towards the end of the course.


Learning Skills Evaluation
	Responsibility
	Organization
	Independent Work
	Collaboration
	Initiative
	Self-Regulation

	Lateness to class, use of time in completing assignments, homework, participation in class, absences, working with others, etc. will be reflected in the learning skills section of the report card.
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