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eMAX (Sora) 
eBook and eAudiobook Library 

 

eMAX is the HWDSB’s entry point to eBooks and eAudiobooks.   

It can be accessed through any browser or with the Sora app. 
 

 Go to The Hub and sign in with your username. 
 

 Choose your Library Course then My Learning Commons           or Virtual Library. 
 

 Search for books in your school library plus digital eBooks and eAudiobooks with the 

top search bar.  
 

OR choose eMAX from the Quick Links to search only eBooks and eAudiobooks. 
 

OR download the Sora app            from the HWDSB Catalogue. 
 

Setting Up eMAX (Sora) the First Time:   
 

Click ‘Find my school” then choose your school OR click “My school isn’t listed” at the 

bottom, enter Hamilton Wentworth, then choose Hamilton Wentworth District School Board. 
 

To SIGN IN to eMAX (Sora) 
 

Log in using your 9 digit OEN (you can get it from your teacher.)  Staff log in using Staff ID #.  
 

Using eMAX (Sora) 
 

You can borrow e-Books (including Readalongs) or eAudiobooks            that read to you. 
 

Click             to view booklists or to search for eBooks or eAudiobooks. 
  

                       means the eBook is available for you to borrow.  
 

                            means someone else has borrowed the eBook,  

                            you can join a waiting list for this eBook by clicking Place hold.  
 

Click            to see what eBooks you have borrowed or         to see your Achievements. 

 

Need Help? 
Ask your teacher librarian for assistance 

or teachers can contact Virtual Resources via IIT Help Desk (eBase) 
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eMAX (Sora)  FAQs 
 

Can I read eBooks or listen to eAudiobooks on an iPad? 

Yes!  Download the Sora app (in the HWDSB Catalogue) to access eBooks and eAudiobooks 

from an iPad. 
 

Are all of the eBooks and eAudiobooks appropriate for everyone? 

The eMAX collection of e-Books and e-Audiobooks is for students from kindergarten to grade 

12.  Parents should use discretion and monitor their child's reading choices at home.  To help 

readers make the best book choices, eMAX offers many booklists (Beginning Readers, Books 

of Facts, Silly Stories, Teens Laugh, High School English Class, etc) or Search for a book. 
 

How do I know if an eBook or eAudiobook is "just right" for me? 

Click on the title or the cover of a book to learn a bit about it and decide if it is a good choice.  

Click Read Sample or Listen to Sample to try the book before borrowing it. 
 

How many titles can be checked out? 

Up to 20 titles may be borrowed from eMAX (Sora) at one time.  
 

Can I borrow from eMAX (Sora) if I have an overdue book from my school’s library? 

Yes, you may. If you have an overdue library book, please check with your Teacher-Librarian. 
  
How long can I borrow eBooks and eAudiobooks? 

The loan period is usually 14 days (2 weeks).  In some cases eMAX (Sora) may ask you to 

choose a different loan period. 
  

How do I return an eBook?  

eBooks return themselves at the end of the loan period, when they expire from your device.  

Some titles can be returned early by going into Shelf, choosing the eBook then Return Book. 
 

Can I renew an eBook? 

Some eBooks can be renewed a few days before they are due.  Go to Shelf, choosing the eBook 

then clicking on Renew (if it is available). 
 

Can I use eMAX (Sora) to borrow eBooks and eAudiobooks in the summer? 

Yes!  eMAX (Sora) is available 24/7, even in the summer!  There’s a Summer Reading 

Contest, too.  The Sora app is the best choice in the summer. 
 

Still have questions? 

Ask the Teacher Librarian at your school! 


