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From the principal’s desk: 
Dear Central Elementary Community, 

Happy New Year! Wishing everyone a joyful and healthy start to 2026. It is wonderful to be back 

at school, refreshed and ready for another exciƟng year of learning and growth. It is a pleasure to 

welcome and be working alongside Ms. McQueen who will be here in the aŌernoons as I begin 

my return.  

Over the break, the new gates were completed and installed around the school grounds to en-

hance safety. Please remember to close the gates securely behind you when entering or leaving 

the school site. This small acƟon helps keep our students safe throughout the day. 

A gentle reminder about the importance of punctuality: school hours are from 8:45 a.m. to 3:05 

p.m. Arriving on Ɵme ensures that students do not miss valuable morning instrucƟon and helps 

them start the day ready to learn. Consistent aƩendance and Ɵmeliness make a big difference in 

academic progress and social interacƟons. 

When visiƟng the school, please use only the available parking spaces in the lot. Avoid blocking 

driveways or parking in undesignated areas to ensure a smooth and safe flow of traffic for every-

one. 

Thank you for your conƟnued support in keeping our students and families safe and for being 

such an important part of the Central Elementary community. Together, we make our school a 

welcoming and secure place for all. 

Warm regards, 

Mrs. Nelson 

Principal, Central Elementary School 
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Student Safety Reminders For PARENTS / VISITORS  
 

To help us maintain a safe environment for all students and staff, we ask families 
to follow these important procedures: 

· If your child arrives late, they must not go directly to their portable or to the 
kindergarten playground. Instead, they need to be signed in at the main office 
or with Ms. Kelly at the main door. 

 

· If you are visiƟng the school for any reason, please go to the main door and 
use the buzzer for assistance. 

 

· Even if a door is open, please do not enter the building without buzzing at the 
office first, as this can cause alarm for staff and students who are unaware of 
who is entering. 

 

· Families must not go directly to a portable and knock on the door without 
office staff being informed of your presence on the school grounds. 

 

· Parents must not approach students if students are outside during NB unless 
office is aware of you being on school property.  

 

· Thank you for your cooperaƟon in helping us keep our school safe and secure. 
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Jan 1– New Year’s Day  

Jan 5-Back from break  

Jan 23– P.A. Day 

Feb 14– ValenƟne’s Day 

Feb 16– Family Day 

 

 

 

PIZZA DAYS: 

· January 14th 

· January  21st 

· January 28th 

All orders due through 
School Cash Online. 

Reminder that as pizza is ordered in advance 
we do not give refunds for absent students.  

We also cannot hold pizza to give out the next 
day. 

POPCORN 
DAYS: 
 

· January 12th 

· January 19th 

· January 26th 

Popcorn will be $2 a bag  

Cash event, please bring in the exact 
amount as we will not provide change. 

 



4 4 

 

 

  

Reminders:  
 

Water boƩles: 

We kindly ask that all students bring a refillable water boƩle to 
school each day. This helps ensure that your child stays hydrated 
throughout the day and reduces the need for disposable cups. 

Thank you for your support in helping us create a healthier, more 
sustainable school environment! 

 

Lost & Found: 

Please ask your child to check the lost and found.  

All items that remain at the end of the month will be donated. 

 

 

 

AcƟviƟes:  
Crochet Club: 

Crochet Club is currently running for the Grade 5’s. 

 
 
Checkers Club:  

Checkers Club is currently running for Grades 3-5.  
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Interested in volunteering ?  
We are always looking for volunteers to help with school trips, classroom 
events, fundraising, etc. Community support is so very important and crucial in 
order to host events and raise funds to keep our school successful and thriving!  

Volunteers will require a Vulnerable Sector Screening from the Hamilton-
Wentworth Police Department. The Vulnerable Sector check is valid for 3 years, 
with a yearly DeclaraƟon to be completed by volunteer.  

 

If you would like to volunteer this school year please contact the office and fill 
out the volunteer forms for the 2025-2026 year. 

SCHOOL COUNCIL MEETING DATES:  

· October 6th 

· More dates to follow 

 

School Council Chair:  To be determined 
 

We are always looking for Extra Help! How to Get Involved: If you are interest-
ed in aƩending our monthly School Council meeƟngs, are able to lend a hand, 
or have any quesƟons or ideas please email: CentralSC@hwdsb.on.ca 
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· Students can be dropped off on the back 
school ground at 8:35 a.m.  

· This is when a duty teacher/supervisor 
will be present.  

· If your child is late for school, please ring 
the door bell and the office will ensure 
they are supported in geƫng to their 
classroom.  

· If you know your child will be late or ab-
sent for the day please ensure that you 
put this into School Messenger.  

Student Drop Off 8:35 am 

Period 1 8:45-9:25 am 

Period 2 9:25-10:25 am 

NutriƟon Break 1 10:25-11:05 am 

Period 3 11:05-11:55 am 

Period 4 11:55-12:45 pm 

NutriƟon Break 2 12:45-1:25 pm 

Period 5 1:25-2:25 pm 

Period 6 2:25-3:05 pm 

Dismissal 3:05 pm 

SCHOOL BEGINS AT 8:45 a.m. and ENDS AT 3:05 

 

 

 

 

Birthdays/CelebraƟons 

Due to allergies we will not be permiƫng food to be brought in for celebra-
Ɵons. 

 

Students may choose to bring in something for themselves 
or you can bring non-perishable items for the class. 

PEANUT AND NUT SAFE SCHOOL  

This year we have students with life threatening allergies to peanuts or 
nuts.  

Please do not send your child with any nut products for lunch or snacks.  

Working together we can help ensure the safety of all our children. 
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Safety is our number one priority! At Central we have many safety procedures in 
place to ensure your child(ren)’s safety. AƩendance is taken twice a day, once in 
the morning and again aŌer second break. It is a crucial that this is completed in 
a Ɵmely, accurate fashion. To ensure accuracy and safety, absences must be re-
ported to the School Messenger App before school. These reported absences en-
sure that all students are accounted for and safe. SchoolMessenger | Hamilton-

Wentworth District School Board (hwdsb.on.ca) * should you have any issues with the 
app, please call the school at: 289.522.9690 to report an absence.  

AƩendance 

Early Pick-Up 
It is important that your child remains at school unƟl the final bell at 3:05 p.m. 
Please keep in mind, as a courtesy to teachers, the learning of students, and the 
office, which can be a very busy place, that early dismissals do cause interrupƟons 
to class. If you need to pick up your child from school early, due to an appoint-
ment, we remind you to please allow some extra Ɵme for your child to arrive at 
the office. Students will be called down once you are here and it can take a few 
minutes for your child(ren) to gather there things and get to the office area. 

Students and families with classroom concerns are encouraged to contact their 
student’s classroom teacher as the first method of communicaƟon regarding the 
concern. It is with hope that this will recƟfy the situaƟon before further escala-
Ɵon.  

If you have larger concerns regarding the school or neighbourhood you can also 
reach out to the superintendent: Nicole Lee or Trustee: Sabreina Dahab 

ADDRESSING A CONCERN  
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(Don’t Forget to hit Subscribe to our Webpage and turn 
ON NoƟficaƟons for School Cash Online!)  

www.hwdsb.on.ca/central *Updates Posted Regularly*  

Parent Portal InstrucƟons-Click here: Parent Portal Support | Hamilton-Wentworth District 
School Board 

 

 

Parent Portal Support - Hamilton-Wentworth District School Board 

I n Parent Portal, you can connect to your child’s school online, anyƟme, any-
where. Available in the following languages: English, French, Spanish, Arabic, 
Urdu, Punjabi, Simplified Chinese, and Serbian. Each parent registered as a 
child’s contact in our student informaƟon system had a Parent ... 

www.hwdsb.on.ca 


