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Questions?

https://bit.ly/AHSmoney



University of Toronto

Please check your HWDSB e-mail if you are 
choosing a program from the University of 
Toronto (any campus) as your number one 
choice in OUAC for the 2026-2027 school 

year



Costs are variable! 2023 Data

First Year Tuition Business Arts & Science

McMaster University $11,033 $7,551

Queen’s University $17,798 $7,518

First Year Tuition Most Programs Aircraft 
Maintenance

Mohawk College $2,708.08 $4,421.72



Don’t forget…extra!



Financial Aid – O.S.A.P.

Ontario Student Assistance Program
● A loan provided by the provincial & federal 

governments only for the purpose of paying 
fees associated with your program

● Doesn’t accrue interest until a few months 
after you finish

● Lots of flexibility for repayment
● Lots of special programs if you have trouble 

repaying



1. Accept your offer of admission
2. The financial aid office of your school is 

your point of contact for help/advice
3. Apply at osap.gov.on.ca

In the spring, google “OSAP Estimator” and see 
if estimates are ready for programs that start in 
September 2026 and/or January 2027



What kind of data do they need?

1. YOUR income in the weeks leading up to 
September 2026

2. Your guardian(s)’ income according to their 
T4 statement from the 2025 tax year

3. YOUR incoming during the course of study
4. Where will you be living?

You and your guardians are 
expected to use assets and 
income to pay for school where 
possible according to a formula



Scholarships & Bursaries

● Scholarships
– Marks are important
– Something you achieve by having a particular 

average or leadership or volunteer experience

● Bursary
– Financial need is important
– It is more like a “gift” for a need



Types of Scholarships and 
Bursaries

– Automatic vs. application required
– School nomination vs. direct applications
– Renewable vs. non-renewable
– School based vs. community based
– Merit based vs. financial needs based
– Contests



Scholarships Based on Merit 
Requiring an Application

These scholarships are a large focus of this
seminar because they require time, planning,
and other people



Step 1

● Build an academic and personal record
– This process has already begun and should not 

stop until you are finished with college/university
– Grades are usually very important
– Sustained community involvement plays a key 

role in scholarships
– Leadership may help you out-compete other more 

“academic” candidates



Step 2

● Set timelines and due dates
– Start researching NOW and don’t stop. New 

opportunities may be just around the corner or 
they may be just about to expire

– Mark your calendar WHEN applications are DUE 
and build in extra time.

– Talk to potential reference letter writers and give 
them LOTS of TIME to write a letter (two weeks)



Step 3

● Complete applications on time - apply early
● Do exactly what the scholarship requires, not 

more or less!
● Have someone read your application
● Don’t allow poor planning to become 

someone else’s emergency!



Step 4

● Be appreciative

● Say thanks to those who were a part of your 
application… even if you don’t get selected



HWDSB

www.hwdsb.on.ca/community/awards



The Scholarship Report

HWDSB has purchased access to this resource for 
you. Please check your e-mail monthly.

TOPICS
• Scholarship & bursary listings & links to their sites
• Tips, advice
• Video workshops
• Scholarships for black/indigenous students
• OSAP



How to Find University Scholarships

www.ontariouniversitiesinfo.ca/scholarships



Great Search Function!

● 85% - 90% admission range
● “Yes” to application required



Student Services’ Webpage



Universities’ Financial 
Aid/Scholarship Page



How to Find Community-Based 
Scholarships

● Websites designed for scholarship searches:

Scholarships Canada
http://www.scholarshipscanada.com/

Yconic
https://yconic.com/

http://www.scholarshipscanada.com/
https://yconic.com/


How to Find Community-Based 
Scholarships

● Ask your parents/guardians

– Your parent/guardian’s employer may offer 
scholarships

– Service groups or community organizations may 
have scholarships for children of members



School Sponsorship

● Many of the large scholarship funds ask 
schools to choose a school-sponsored 
applicant

● Deadlines to seek school sponsorship are 
weeks before the actual scholarship deadline

● All decisions are made by a committee



Queen’s Major Admission Awards

● There are several Major Admission Awards - the 
Chancellor’s requires school nomination

● Apply to Queen’s by November 20, 2025 for access
● Application for Ancaster High nomination is due on 

November 14 by 3 p.m. Please e-mail the application 
package to Mr. Nicholson with the subject “Chancellor’s”

● Queen’s deadline is December 8, 2025
● Nomination package will be on our website, titled 

“Queen’s Chancellor’s Application for Ancaster High 
Selection Committee”



Competitive National Scholarships

● LORAN Award
– unlimited direct pool

● University of Toronto National Scholarship
– only open to the recipient of the Book Award

● TD Scholarship for Community Leadership
– unlimited direct pool

● Queens’ Chancellor’s Scholarship
– two school sponsored

● Western University National Scholarship
– four school sponsored

● Schulich Leaders Scholarships (STEM)
– one school sponsored 



**NEW**

● Full tuition scholarship and a meaningful living stipend
● Enrichment program (critical thinking, intellectual curiosity, 

preparation to tackle the challenges facing your generation
● Funded travel, leadership experiences
● To be eligible for Wolf Scholars, you must apply to the 

University of Toronto (St. George) through OUAC by 
November 7, 2025

● Ancaster High School can nominate three students
● Direct pool applicants are now allowed



The Reference Letter

● Make sure the person writing the letter knows the criteria 
(provide the criteria page for them)

● Match the criteria to the letter writer
– Subject teacher? Coach? Employer?

● Provide the writer with:
– a list of your accomplishments (include paid employment)
– a copy of the scholarship application
– an idea of what you expect in that letter



Scholarship Tips

● Please make sure you fit the criteria before 
applying (i.e. superior grades)

● Put in the time!
– Hourly wage vs scholarship potential
– How many hours of working at your job would it 

take to earn the money offered in the 
scholarship?



More Scholarship Tips

● Read instructions carefully
● Be exact in the format, quantity of words, 

presentation of the application
– extra does not mean better
– “inch wide, mile deep”

● Make a great impression



Who Can Help?

● Past scholarship winners

● Scholarship forums

● People in the community (especially those 
involved with community events/groups)



www.hwdsb.on.ca/ancasterhigh/student-
services/scholarships



Questions?

https://bit.ly/AHSmoney
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