
Class of 2024!

February 16, 2024



Class of 2024! What’s Next?
• Ensuring graduation is on track
• Year Five

• Needing more time to graduate
• Returning as a post-graduate for academic upgrading

• End of year items
• Valedictorian
• Prom
• Grad
• Awards



Tracking Your Graduation Requirements
Status Sheet

Distributed to your homeroom teacher



30 Credits Needed to Graduate
• 18 compulsory
• 12 electives



Community Involvement & Literacy
• Students require 40 

hours of community 
involvement

• Students must pass the 
Ontario Secondary 
School Literacy Test 
(*The Literacy Course is available 
to some students)



Full Disclosure
• Applies to Grade 11 and 12 courses only
• Starting five days after mid-semester report cards, all courses in 

which a student is registered will be recorded on the transcript
• Courses that are dropped, failed, or repeated after this date will 

appear on your transcript
• Check post-secondary schools’ policies



Which Schools Consider Dropped, Failed, or 
Repeated Courses?

• It is the student’s responsibility to research this and consider this 
before dropping or repeating a course

• Usually, only universities consider this (not colleges)

• Most universities will consider only the attempt resulting in the 
highest grade

• We suggest reviewing University of Waterloo, University of 
Toronto, and McMaster University’s policies on repeated courses



College/University Applications
• Continue to monitor your applications for offers of admission

• Check your e-mail, each school’s student portal (McMaster’s is called 
Mosaic, Mohawk’s is called “My Mohawk”), OUAC, and OCAS

• Check OCAS and OUAC to ensure:
• Last semester’s courses are uploaded with the correct mark
• Current semester’s courses are uploaded, especially private school 

courses
• All required courses for admission are there

• OUAC - make sure it reads “You will achieve OSSD”



Pathway - University
• Supplementary applications

• Additional Information Form (Waterloo)?
• Student Profile Form (Guelph)?
• Personal Statement of Experience (Queen’s)?
• Portfolios
• Competency/Aptitude tests like CASPer
• HOAE - Health Occupation Aptitude Exam?

• Interviews
• Accepting offers
• Residence applications



Pathway - University
• All offers of admission are conditional
• Admission averages will be recalculated in July, 2024 after final 

grades are received
• Universities will rescind offers of admission if conditions are not 

met
• Scholarships might be based on final admission averages



Offers of Admission
• Some offers have already been dispensed
• Round Two offers continue until the end of March
• Universities just received Semester One final grades!
• Regular offers begin in May once mid-semester grades are 

received
• All universities must respond by May 29, 2024
• Students must respond to offers by June 1, 2024





Pathway - College
• Some offers of admission began after the application fee was paid, 

the majority on February 1, 2024

• Offers will continue on a “rolling basis”

• Students not accepted into a program will be placed on a waitlist –
this will be updated after mid-semester grades are received



Residence (College & University)
• Universities will have deadlines for applications for residence

• Colleges may request that students apply for residence early as 
spaces fill up quickly



Financial Aid
• Begin O.S.A.P. applications in the spring using the OSAP estimator

• Use Google to search “OSAP Estimator” or naviagate to: 
osap.gov.on.ca/AidEstimator2122Web/enterapp/enter.xhtml

• In order to complete your OSAP application, you must accept an 
offer of admission



Communicating With Us

• If you have no plans of returning to Ancaster High in September, 
please log into Xello and choose:

• NOTRET (Not Returning At All)



Add “Grade 13”



Please choose NOTRET and then Submit



Year Five Agreement Due March 1
Students must complete the Year Five Agreement by March 1st

https://forms.office.com/r/GhdkXnHsLr

• Year five is for improving academics and students must be full-time (3 or 4 courses)

• Students must have excellent attendance and follow attendance policies
• We have permission to share information with your guardians, even if you’re 18
• If you’re playing on a school sports team/extra-curriculars, you must be making good 

progress in academics and have excellent attendance

• You must follow the Code of Conduct for the school and model good behaviour



Choose Courses Ahead of Year 5 Approval
• Use this sheet to plan your 

courses
• E-mail Ms. Wylie at 

mwylie@hwdsb.on.ca if you’d 
like to take AMR4M1 
(Repertoire)

• Choose 3 or 4 courses and then 
the NORET2 course code

• A member of the Principal Vice-
Principal team will reach out to 
discuss your Year 5 agreement



Remember Timetable Changes?
• While it’s fresh…
• Since March 2023, guidance counsellors made about 1000 

timetable changes to both semester one and two classes
• Since January 25th, guidance counsellors made over 200 timetable 

changes…just for semester two!
• Many students requested multiple changes…and some asked us to 

reverse the change we already made!
• Remember how full classes were? E-Learning too?
• Please plan carefully for Year Five – this will help you and us!



Please Choose Carefully
• Course choices are due in Xello by March 1st

• You (if over 18) or your parents/guardians are asked to verify those 
choices in Parent Portal from March 11-22 and notify us of changes 
that are needed

• Starting March 23, the Board uses Xello data to decide exactly how 
many courses we can have at Ancaster High. This number won’t 
change and so we can’t change and so…you can’t change!

• We always try our best to support students with a plan to help them 
gpursue post-secondary (apprenticeship, college, university)

• Ask for help/advice: older siblings, teachers, coaches, guidance 
counsellors



e-Learning Courses at HWDSB
• Nearly every course offered in-person at Ancaster High School is 

also offered via e-Learning
• e-Learning offers some unique options NOT offered here at 

Ancaster High, like NAC2O - First Nations, Métis, and Inuit in 
Canada

• For the full list, check:
• www.hwdsb.on.ca/ancasterhigh/student-services/course-information
• Xello has a category titled “e-Learning” with the full list too

• Be careful when choosing “regular” courses. Look for the “eL”



e-Learning – Watch for the “eL”

Xello can be tricky! Be careful!

MBF3C1eL is 
e-Learning

MBF3C1 is regular, 
in-person learning



e-Learning has Class Maximums Too!

• Remember – all e-Learning must be chosen by March 1st

• After March 22, 2024 (the end of Parent Portal course verification), 
we cannot guarantee e-Learning to anyone who asks to change a 
class from in-person to e-Learning

• Every e-Learning course is taught by a teacher in a high school 
somewhere in Ontario and has a class size maximum

• We cannot make more room in e-Learning
• So…if you want e-Learning in grade 11 – please choose it in Xello 

by March 1st!



Using Xello to Submit Your Choices
• Please access Xello only through The Hub. This method requires no 

username or password
• Download instructions on how to use Xello in the Hub or on the 

Ancaster High School Student Services website
• Please choose carefully as courses may be filled to their maximum and we 

cannot guarantee changes to your selections after March 1, 2024

www.hwdsb.on.ca/ancasterhigh/student-services/course-information



Summer School **NEW**
• Students now register for summer school in Xello 
• If you are taking a compulsory course in the summer (ENG4C1, 

etc), Xello will force you so still choose this for Grade 12 in the 
regular Xello slot

• Use the EXTRA CREDITS slot to register for summer school
• Use the ALTERNATE COURSES slot to pick your new elective that 

you have made space for by taking a compulsory course in summer



Xello will force you to put your 
compulsory course here (English 
in this example)

You will be given your Alternate 
Course to replae the English that you 
want to take in the summer

Summer school goes in the 
Extra Credit slot



Click Extra Credit to Register for Summer



Type “Summer School 2024”



Choose Your Summer Course



IMPORTANT - you can choose only: 

ONE Summer Co-op Course – recommended for SHSM and OYAP students 
OR ONE Summer School FULL/1 credit course 
OR Civics (.5 credit) AND/OR Careers (.5 credit) 



Celebrating the Class of 2024!
• Valedictorian – application process to be released in April
• Prom – May 17th

• Please submit your volunteer hours before Day 1 of ticket sales
• Commencement* 

• June 27th at 4:00 p.m.
• Everyone is invited*

• Awards
• Graduation awards & diplomas are being announced after final grades are 

submitted and a plan to pick up your award at the end of the year will be shared 
in June



Questions?
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