
Choosing Courses for
Grade 10

February 13, 2023



Tracking Your Graduation Requirements
Status Sheet

Distributed to your homeroom teacher



30 Credits Needed to Graduate
• 18 compulsory*
• 12 electives*

*The Ministry of Education 
asks that you take two of 
these via e-Learning or ask 
your parent/guardians to 
opt out in Parent Portal



Community Involvement & Literacy
• Students require 40 

hours of community 
involvement

• Students must pass the 
Ontario Secondary 
School Literacy Test 
(*The Literacy Course is available 
to some students)



Course Options for 2023-2024
• Use this sheet to plan 8 

courses for next year (9 if 
you take Repertoire Music)

• Most courses are also 
offered via e-Learning 
(make your choices in Xello)



Streaming Starts in Grade 10
(Academic or Applied)
• English, History, Math, and Science are offered at two levels 

starting in Grade 10
• Students should choose a level based on pathway plan and not 

achievement in Grade 9

ACADEMIC (D) APPLIED (P)

ENGLISH ENG2D1 ENG2P1
HISTORY CHC2D1 CHC2P1
MATH MPM2D1 MFM2P1
SCIENCE SNC2D1 SNC2P1



Pathway Plan

1. What kind of career might you want?
(Ex: Veterinary Technologist, Architect, etc.)

2. What type of post-secondary education do you need?
(Ex: Diploma or degree from a college/university?)

3. What level do I need in Grade 10 to get into the diploma?
(Ex: ENG2P1/2D1, MFM2P1/2D1, SNC2P1/2D1?)



ENG2D1 versus ENG2P1

• The level of English you choose is the most important
• All degree programs in Ontario require a pathway that includes 

ENG2D1 (Academic English). Degrees are offered at colleges and 
universities

• All diploma programs in Ontario accept ENG2D1 (Academic 
English) or ENG2P1 (Applied English)

• Choose carefully



Career Research

1. Use Xello and your IPP!
2. www.16personalities.com
3. Mohawk College’s Career Match 

http://careermatch.mohawkcollege.ca
4. Jackson Vocational Interest Survey (for fee) 

https://www.jvis.com/



Five Courses All Grade 9’s Must Select
• Xello will remind you to take these 5 courses in Grade 10:

• If you have failed a Semester One class, please re-take this in Grade 10,  even if you 
plan to attend summer school.

• Xello will not let you choose courses unless you re-take the one you failed from 
Semester One

• Once you register for summer school, we will replace the failed class with another 
course

1 Civics & Careers CHV2O3 & GLC2O3
2 English ENG2D1 or ENG2P1
3 History CHC2D1 or CHC2P1
4 Math MPM2D1 or MFM2P1
5 Science SNC2D1 or SNC2P1



Choosing Three Electives

• Usually need a Grade 9 or 10 Arts credit to take Grade 11 Arts
(Visual Arts or Dramatic Arts) except

• AVI3O1 (Gr 11 Visual Art – Open Level) or
• ADB3O1 (Gr 11 Musical Theatre – Open Level)

• Must have a Grade 9 or 10 Music credit to take Grade 11 Music
(Instrumental or Repertoire)

• Must have a Grade 10/Level 1 Language (French or Spanish) to 
take these in Grade 11/Level 2



Things to Remember
• Finish Group 1, Group 2, and Group 3 credits in Grade 10 or 11

• Group 1: Language, Social Science, Canadian & World History, Co-op
• Group 2: Physical Education, Business, Arts, Co-op
• Group 3: Science, Technology, Co-op

• Choosing Grade 11 courses in Grade 10
• No need to “get ahead” by taking Grade 11 courses
• Some students planning to take Calculus & Vectors in Grade 12 might 

choose to take two Math credits in Grade 10 (MPM2D1 and MCR3U1)



Notes on Choosing Electives
• Talk to your Grade 9 teachers about other courses they teach
• Talk to your guidance counsellor about courses that you should 

take for your future career
• Use Xello for detailed course information

• https://educator.xello.world/course-guide/7f991033-9744-461f-8630-
7e85ace5ee18

• This link can be found on the Ancaster High School Student Services 
website for easier navigation



Math
• Choosing the correct level of Math in Grade 11 needs planning



Math & Post-Secondary

• MFM2P1 (Grade 10 Applied) is needed for MBF3C1 or MCF3M1
• MPM2D1 (Grade 10 Academic) is needed for MCR3U1



Math and Apprenticeship/Workplace

• Any level of Grade 10 Math is okay for an apprenticeship

• Grade 10 Applied (MFM2P1) is recommended

• For future Electricians...more Math is better!



Special Programs at 
Ancaster High School

(Starting in Grade 11!)



Special Programs that Begin in Grade 11
We have five Specialist High Skills Majors (SHSM) – see back of option 
sheet for associated courses. These require no special preparation in 
Grade 10

Related Electives in Grade 10

Arts & Culture Visual Art, Drama, Technology, Family Studies

Information & Communication 
Technology

Computer Science, Business, Technology

Health & Wellness Physical Education, Family Studies

Hospitality & Tourism Family Studies, Technology,

Manufacturing Technology, Computer Science



I.B. (International Baccalaureate Diploma Program)

• Starts in Grade 11 and students get two diplomas (OSSD and IB)
• Interested students should contact Mr. Taylor, the I.B. Coordinator 

(dtaylor@hwdsb.on.ca) with questions
• If interested, Grade 10 students should take:

• FSF2D1 (Grade 10 Academic French)
• MCR3U1E (Grade 11 Pre-I.B. Math)

• I.B. students don’t have room for Art, Physics, Computer Science, 
or Tech Design and should take these courses in Grade 10 or 
summer school



Looking Ahead to Post-Secondary

• Future apprentices should take lots of Co-op, starting in Grade 11

• Students heading into diploma programs (College) should check 
www.ontariocolleges.ca for the types of courses they should be 
taking in high school

• Students heading into degree programs (College and University) 
should check www.ontariouniversitiesinfo.ca for their program’s 
required courses

http://www.ontariocolleges.ca/
http://www.ontariouniversitiesinfo.ca/


Using Xello to Submit Your Choices
• Please access Xello only through The Hub. This method requires no 

username or password
• Download instructions on how to use Xello in the Hub or on the 

Ancaster High School Student Services website

www.hwdsb.on.ca/ancasterhigh/student-services/course-information



Choose your courses carefully.

• The courses you choose now are very important and might be final
• We use the courses you pick in March to hire the exact number of 

teachers for the 2023-2024 school  year
• We aren’t allowed to leave extra room for students to change 

their mind
• E-Learning is like this too. E-learning classes are taught by real 

teachers and fill up fast. If you want e-Learning, choose it now
• If you really want or need a class, you must choose it by March 3 

and we’ll do our best to offer seats to everyone



Due Date – March 3
• Log into Xello and submit your course choices by March 3 at 3 p.m.
• Your parents/guardians will be asked to approve your choices via 

Parent Portal on March 13
• Technical trouble with Xello? E-mail your guidance counsellor

• A-G Ms. O’Sullivan cosulliv@hwdsb.on.ca
• H-N Mr. Nicholson snichols@hwdsb.on.ca
• O-Z Mr. Vallance jvallanc@hwdsb.on.ca

mailto:cosulliv@hwdsb.on.ca
mailto:snichols@hwdsb.on.ca
mailto:jvallanc@hwdsb.on.ca


Special Information



e-Learning

• Many courses are offered via e-Learning (check Xello)
• Some courses are offered “e-Learning only”
• e-Learning classes are NOT easier and are NOT self-paced

• The curriculum follows the same pace as regular classes
• There are due dates throughout the course
• Units will and end and the curriculum will be locked
• There will be a culminating activity and/or exam



Summer School
• Students self-register for summer school and guidance counsellors 

double check and approve
• Students must also notify us which course they’d like to take to replace 

the summer school course

• Courses lasts all of July and might have an exam
• Courses are usually offered in-class and via e-Learning
• There are very few electives – mostly English, Math, and Science



What’s Your Best?

• Grade 10 is the year to “do your best” in each course

• Students need to know how high they can achieve in order to 
make decisions for the future

• Don’t wait until Grade 11 to “try your best”!



Questions?
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