
Welcome Grade 8 Families
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Transition Team
Mr. Nicholson snichols@hwdsb.on.ca 

Guidance Counsellor (Last Names H-N)

Ms. Adams daadams@hwdsb.on.ca 

Student Success Teacher

Ms. Davy kdavy@hwdsb.on.ca

Vice-Principal
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Class of 2027!
• 30 credits
✔ 18 compulsory (4 English, 3 Math, 2 Science, etc.)
✔ 12 elective (Ceramics, Law, Biology, etc.)

• 40 hours community involvement

• Ontario Secondary School Literacy Test

• 2 e-Learning courses (can opt out)



Go to edu.gov.on.ca and search 
“What do I need to graduate”



Community Involvement

• The organization should be community-based or 
not-for-profit

• The activity should be something for which a 
person is not normally paid

• Check www.hwdsb.on.ca/cih  for more 
information

http://www.hwdsb.on.ca/cih


Examples



Literacy Test

• Students are tested in March of their Grade 10 year

• Preparation starts in Grade 9 by writing a practice test 
under identical conditions they will face in Grade 10

• Ancaster High School has a very high success rate on the 
Literacy Test



Grade 9’s Take 8 Courses
Everyone Takes These 5:

• English, French, Geography, Math, Science

You Get to Choose 3 More!

• Art, Arts & Crafts, Drama, Music

• Health & Physical Education, Sport Performance, Hockey

• Business, Food, Tech



High School Set Up

*students won’t have English, Math, and Science in the same semester

SEMESTER ONE

(September – January)

SEMESTER TWO

(February – June)

English* Exploring Technology

Healthy Active Living Arts & Crafts

Science* Geography

French Math*



The Focus of Today (3 Electives!)

• *Art, Arts & Crafts, Drama, Music

• *Healthy Active Living, Sport Performance, Hockey

• Business, Food, Tech

We encourage one Art 
and one Health & 
Physical Education 
course in Grade 9

*One of each of type is 
compulsory for graduation





Dramatic Arts 

Highlights Include:

o Engaging and energetic environment 
o Hands on, experiential learning
o Build confidence & communication skills
o Connect to lived experiences & interests
o Student centered approach learning 
o Educational excursions to live theatre!



Visual Arts

Highlights Include:

o Build creativity and innovation 
o Connect to lived experiences
o Hands on, experiential learning 
o A vibrant, welcoming space for all
o Engage with enthusiastic teachers,  

peers & artists!
o Educational excursions to theatres, 

museums and art galleries 



NEW! Arts & Crafts



Instrumental Music

•Take instrumental music

•Get an extra credit with 
repertoire/concert band

•Join the band just for fun!



Food and Nutrition

Grade 9 Food & Nutrition is 
just one part of our foods 
program

• Take Hospitality & 
Tourism, Food & Culture, 
or Nutrition & Health in 
Grades 10, 11, and 12!



Exploring Technology
Students explore these areas:

○ Woodworking
○ Manufacturing
○ Design
○ Transportation
○ Communication

Students can take one or all of these 
in Grade 10 or 11 too!



Information & Communication
Technology (Computers)

• Word processing (Word)
• Spreadsheets (Excel)
• Database management (Access)
• Presentations (PowerPoint)
• Desktop publishing (Publisher)
• Web page design



 Physical Education - 3 Options!

• Healthy Active Living 

(Male Identifying or Female 
Identifying)

• Co-ed Sport Performance 
Training

• Co-ed Hockey 



Healthy Active Living 
(Male Identifying & Female Identifying)

Sports and Activities

Traditional and non-traditional sports (i.e. archery, outdoor games and 
kickboxing). Promotes FUN and friendly competition

Fitness Training 

Fitness for life – Daily warm ups, weekly fitness room workouts 
and circuits 

Health 

Same in all 3 courses



Sport Performance 
(All Genders)

Sports and Activities

Skill development in volleyball, soccer & basketball. 
Previous competitive experience with these 3 sports. 

Fitness Training 

High level fitness cardio and conditioning and training 
(plyometric drills, interval training,  circuit training)

Health

Same in all 3 courses 



Hockey
(All Genders)

*Must provide own equipment 

Sports and Activities

Skill development in hockey. 30 sessions on ice 
& specialized goalie instructor weekly. Dry land 
training and sports

Fitness Training 

High level fitness cardio conditioning

Health 

Same in all 3 courses



Star Power!

Mr. Dunbrack!

• Toronto Argonauts

• Ottawa Renegades

• Hamilton Tiger-Cats





Ancaster High’s NHL and OHL Pedigree!
Our Hockey teacher:

• Mr. Ryan Lounsbury, skate coach for 
the OHL Guelph Storm

• Former skating coach for the NHL 
Vancouver Canucks!

Our students:

• Two-time OHL Champions The Hamilton 
Bulldogs attend Ancaster High!



Five Compulsory Courses in 
Grade 9



English

Our English teachers are 
always trying new things!

Compete in our poetry 
contests!



French

Our French classes 
are more than 
reading and 
writing – students 
get involved!

• Take the DELF!



GR.9 CANADIAN GEOGRAPHY



CANADIAN HISTORY  
Looking forward to Grade 10!

*CIA4U - ECONOMICS



Mathematics
 

Highlights Include:
o Thinking classrooms approach
o Continuous feedback for students
o Student collaboration
o Varied forms of assessment
o Enthusiastic teachers
o Development of math confidence
o Connections to lived experiences



Science
Students specialize in Grade 11:

• Biology
• Chemistry
• Physics

Attend the Canadian Medical Hall 
of Fame’s Discovery Days in 
Health Science in Grade 11



Planning 30 Credits
GRADE 9 GRADE 10 GRADE 11 GRADE 12

English English English English

Math Math Math Elective

Science Science Elective Elective

French History Elective Elective

Geography Civics/Careers Elective Elective

Gym Elective Elective Elective

Art Elective Elective Elective

Elective Elective Elective Elective



Special Programs
Start in Grade 11



5 Specialist High Skills Majors

• Specialized skills & certifications relevant to their chosen industry

• 2-credit co-op and 5 special credits in addition to English and Math

• Arts & Culture, Information & Communication Technology, Health & 
Wellness, Hospitality & Tourism, and Manufacturing

International Baccalaureate Diploma 
Programme 
• In Grade 10 - take French, Grade 10 Math, Grade 11 Math



Important Dates Ahead

• February  7 - March 3
• Grade 8 students enter options into Xello 

with help from Mr. Nicholson & Ms. Adams

• March 13 - 24
• Parents/guardians approve course choices in 

Parent Portal 





Out of Catchment & Transportation

Please keep checking the board’s 
website to see if Ancaster High is open 
to out of catchment for 2023-2024

If we are open, then applications 
will be due early in March and 
you’ll have a decision within one 
week. You will be asked to submit 
Grade 9 course choices at this time

Students will receive bussing only if they 
live more than 3.2 km from Ancaster High



Questions?


