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$5,

That’s how much money the board claims to have spent on 
repairs and renovations for Ancaster High in the past 5 years. So 

why do we still have drippy ceilings, asbestos-filled walls and 
lead in our drinking water? pg #10

835,
000.



MEET THE
MEET THE    Life Skills 

ClassBy the Royal Gazette Team

”

“
By Emily Outerbridge

By Emily Outerbridge



“It’s 
subconsciously 
embedded into 
people’ minds 
that somebody 
with a darker 
complexion is 
worth less and 
their life isn’t as 
valuable as a 
white girl or 
man’s”. 

March For Our Lives!
By Emaan Tora “...to demand that their lives and safety became a 

priority.”

Emma Gonzalez giving her speech on 
March 24th

Protest in Washington D.C.

Naomi Walker giving her speech.

https://marchforourlives.com/sign/


Gun Control
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OPINION 

PIECE

By Amilia Oliver

Students outside Marjory Stoneman Douglas 
High School

ANCASTER COMMUNITY
Food Drive By Ava S. and Ilijana P.

Ancaster High volunteers: Left: Jeremy Ippolito, Tegan Stretton, Caroline Kelly and Jovan Popovic

140, 000 
Pounds of 
food 
donated

100 
Volunteers

HEYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYYY



INSIDER
   Mrs. Borsellino is one of the 

math teachers at Ancaster High and 
is well adored by a lot of her current 
and former students. Finola and I 
were students last semester in her 
Grade 10 Academic class and enjoyed 
walking into room 215 every day 
despite the fact that it was math 
class! She is very caring and really 
devotes herself to the success and 
wellbeing of all her students. She 
pushes you to work hard for good 
marks and overall is an amazing 
teacher. We decided to interview 
Mrs. B for this month’s teacher 
insider!

Why did you become a teacher?
“I have always liked math and been 
pretty good at it and I really like 
working with kids of all ages. I like 
that the job is different year to year 
and semester to semester, even day 
to day depending on the classes and 
kids you are teaching.”

Tell us a little about yourself.
“I have two children, my daughter 
(24 years old), and son (22 years 
old). I have been teaching for 26 
years with a few small breaks in 
there to have kids. I have taught 
many grades and worked for a few 
different school boards. I love doing 
anything outside such as hiking, 
camping, and kayaking. I would 
much rather be outdoors than inside. 
I come from a family of four sisters, 
all very close.”

What is the most difficult factor 
about teaching math?
“Changing the attitudes of some 
students in terms of their feelings 
about the subject. Kids see math as 
sometimes difficult and 
overwhelming. They don't see how 
powerful and beautiful it can be. 
Trying to get them to buy in and get 
on board with the subject is hard. 
Trying to turn around bad 
experiences and generate new 
attitudes and interest is tricky. 
Trying to keep students motivated is 
also tough. In math persistence and 
work ethic are the true keys to 
success. It is not always about 
natural ability. You have to work 
hard to do well.”

What is your philosophy as a 
teacher?

“Kids see math 
as sometimes 

difficult and 
overwhelming. 
They don't see 

how powerful 
and beautiful it 

can be.”

Teacher
MRS. BORSELLINO “I feel like the relationships 

developed in the classroom are the 
most important factor of teaching 
kids. I want my students to know that 
I am invested in them and their 
success and I am committed to 
helping them achieve their goals. I 
want the classroom to be a positive 
cheery place where students look 
forward to coming and spending 
some time. Even if Math is not a 
students' favourite subject, I want 
them to have something to look 
forward to when they come to my 
class.”

Describe what a great teacher is.
“Great teachers are tough. They have 
high expectations and they challenge 
students. A great teacher is one that 
pushes students to do their best but 
supports them as they learn. A great 
teacher is someone who gets kids to 
be self-motivated and goal setters 
and gets them to invest in themselves 
and their learning.”

Have you ever had a memorable 
student? What was he/she like?
“I have had many memorable 
students. Students impact their 
teachers in the same way that 
teachers impact their students. There 
is always something to be learned or 
shared. My most memorable students 
are the ones that really struggled in 
school and in life. I can think of two in 
particular that had a really rough time 
in school and they managed to turn 
things around for themselves. It 
really was inspiring. The two students 
I have in mind both went on to be 
teachers. Their stories of success are 
so awesome!”

What were you like as a student?
“I was hard-working, organized, 
successful. I did well in school and I 
really liked it. High school was a 
fantastic time. I was involved in 
academics and sports as well.”

What are the best parts of teaching 
and the worst parts?
“The best part is watching students 
gain confidence when they succeed. 
When students realize their potential 
- I love that! The worst part is 
marking, marking, marking and 
sometimes the paperwork. I would 
much rather be spending time with 
my students (or family!), but marking 
and feedback are important parts of 
the job.”

Interviewed by Ashley Barry 
and Finola Smiley



We promise you that your teachers 
are cooler than you think. Really.

What are you favourite hobbies 
and/or sports? 
“Ultimate frisbee and crossfit are my 
current go to activities. I love the 
team atmosphere of frisbee and play 
on a team with many graduates from 
our school. Crossfit is a chance for 
me to push myself in athletic areas I 
never thought I would be interested 
in. The combination of weightlifting 
with cardio work makes for a great 
workout and constant benchmarks 
or levels to push past in future 
workouts. I still enjoy reading a good 
book in the evening. I like fantasy 
and mystery/detective stories. My 
current favourite series is the Ava 
Lee books that feature a 
Chinese-Canadian accountant who 
works to limit extortion and crime in 
the Far East. Our Library/Learning 
Commons has copies of the first few 
books in the series and that is where 
I first started reading the series.”

What was your favourite subject in 
high school? 
“Chemistry followed by History. I 
loved the way Chemistry looked into 
why reactions happened the way 
they did and how materials work 
together to become products we use 
in everyday life. History was a way 
for me to push my thinking into

areas not connected to my Science 
and Math strengths. Studying how 
seemingly random events were 
connected to one another and the 
impact the events had on world 
issues was so eye-opening. 
Especially important for today is that 
the actions taken in years past have 
lasting consequences on people for 
generations. We need only look to 
Canada's treatment of our 
Indigenous Peoples for evidence of 
this fact.”

Why did you become a teacher? 
“I don't have a singular answer for 
this. I left high school not sure of 
what I wanted to pursue as a career. I 
eventually worked at a couple of 
summer camps during my University 
years and found that I really enjoyed 
working with children, but was 
unsettled about whether I could 
actually teach. I thought I should 
explore the work involved with 
teaching, so I spent some time 
volunteering at an elementary 
school in downtown Hamilton after 
University. What an eye-opening 
experience. It was such a rewarding 
experience to help students (it was a 
Grade 2 class) work on areas they 
thought they were weak in, such as 
Math. I then decided I wanted to 
teach High School, so I came back 
here to Ancaster HS (I am also a 
graduate of this school) to volunteer 
in the Science department and I was 
hooked. High school has so many 
opportunities to work with students 
in the classroom and outside as well. 
Every day is a different day and 
seldom does the work feel repetitive 
or boring.”

What is your favourite thing about 
teaching? 
“Helping students understand tough 
concepts that they thought were 
beyond their abilities and the chance 
to interact with people on a daily 
basis are real motivators for me. The 
labs we do in Science are fun ways to 
investigate the concepts we talk 
about on a daily basis. 

And though it does not directly relate 
to teaching, the opportunities we 
have to work with students outside 
of the classroom add such a richness 
to our work. Coaching teams and 
mentoring students through clubs 
and academics.”

What are your goals for the future 
(career wise)?

“The 
opportunities 
we have to 
work with 
students 
outside of the 
classroom add 
such a richness 
to our work.”

MR. VARGHESE

756,900
The number of teachers and 
professors in Canada in June 
2014

743
The average number of hours 
taught by grade 10 - 12 teachers 
in 2012/2013

81%
The percentage of teachers 
employed full-time

BY THE 
NUMBERS

TEACHING

Interviewed by Ariana  Kelley

“I have often said to my spouse that if I 
retire from Ancaster HS I will feel pretty 
blessed. I don't really see myself 
changing schools or subject areas any 
time soon. I do hope I will continue to 
take courses and training sessions to be 
able to incorporate new strategies, 
techniques and/or technologies to help 
improve student learning. I hope I 
continue to be passionate about my 
work and my students achievements.”

Tell a funny teaching experience.
“I don't really have one funny memory 
that stands out. However, I do not want 
to leave you with the impression that 
teaching lacks funny moments. There 
are so many times we laugh in our 
classrooms with students over funny 
events that happen. These moments can 
be about school or events from outside 
school.  Then there are times when we 
laugh and laugh in our office about each 
other's families and friends. It really is a 
job that is joyful :)!!”



22

The Privacy 
of The 
Internet

17 19 31

     Most of us use social media apps such as Snapchat and Instagram every 
single day. We are constantly updating our stories and liking and 
commenting on our friends’ selfies. Some people think that just because 
they delete an inappropriate or mean post, it just disappears forever. 
Well, that’s not exactly the case, so I decided to ask a performance 
engineer how all of that works. 
     “[When you send a picture on Snapchat] the picture is copied from your 
phone to your network service, and across several public servers on the 
Internet to reach the other person’s phone. There is no critical gap - it is 
all based on speed and multiple connections to multiple servers.” 
     This “critical gap” is that Snapchat doesn’t have any control over the 
public servers that your photo goes to. “The data/photos are saved in the 
disk/memory of these servers”, and since the Internet can’t always detect 
your exact location, it keeps copies of the data everywhere. 
     To conclude, just because you think a Snapchat photo or a mean post 
may be private, it isn’t. “My philosophy is simple. The Internet is a public 
place. It is too big and de-centralized to guarantee security. Assume 
anything you post will be out there forever.” The moral is: it is a good idea 
to avoid posting or sending anything you wouldn’t want literally anyone 
to be able to see, and nothing is truly private on the internet. 

by Amilia Oliver

(Hint: there isn’t any.)

AT&T 8:32 AM 100%



Horoscopes

It’s Aries season! Aries are known for being independent as they are the first astrological 
sign in the zodiac calendar. Aries also happen to be egotistical and impatient though, so 

watch out! This month, Aries’ horoscope looks bright. They will gain more wisdom upon 
finding a new perspective. 

Are you an Aries? So are these celebrities:

ARIES
(March 21-April 19)

Robert Downey Jr        Lady Gaga        Chance the Rapper

TAURUS
Tauruses are notoriously late, and this 
month is no exception. Expect to miss 
many deadlines, and forget scheduled 
outings. We suggest buying a calendar… 

GEMINI
Because of the position of Mercury this 
month, Geminis will find a new 
companion that compliments their 
bubbly personality.

CANCER
Take the time to focus on yourself this 
month and to appreciate your 
surroundings. Spring is in the air, and 
new beginnings are coming their way! 

LEO
Arguably one of the most optimistic 
zodiac signs, Leos are destined to have a 
positive month. However, they can be 
arrogant, so think before you speak!

VIRGO
Virgos are very hardworking people 
and tend to overwork themselves from 
time to time. This month’s advice is to 
watch some Netflix and just relax!

By Sophie Hughes and Olivia Pasian

LIBRA
Due to Venus’ position,  Libra will have 
a rough month. From carrying grudges, 
to losing a friend (perhaps to a Gemini), 
life is about to take a turn for the 
worse, Libras.

SCORPIO
Scorpios are very faithful and 

ambitious, so this month is filled with 
adventure. They may be busy but they 

will enjoy every minute of the new 
season.

SAGITTARIUS
For Sagittarius, this month will be one 

of good fortune and new experiences. 
They will spend lots of time with the 
ones they care about, as well as have 

plenty of downtime.

CAPRICORN
Their stubborn nature may lead 

Capricorns into hot water… They tend 
to be self-centered, which other signs 

do not appreciate. This month in 
particular they may fight with 

Tauruses. 

AQUARIUS
Aquariuses love to fight for causes 

close to them, as well as attend social 
events. Aquariuses are advised to look 

for new, and sometimes hidden, 
opportunities.

PISCES
Pisces will have the chance to showcase 
their artistic and musical abilities. This 

will fill them with adrenaline and 
happiness for quite a while!
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Our 

By Jocelyn Mattka

Decaying
School

What do you get when you put together 
millions of dollars and an ancient, 

crumbling school? Not much, it seems.

Both photos by Alicia Richardson Grade 11



Rather than redoing the roof, 

which is necessary at this point, 
we’re resorting to much more 
temporary solutions. It may seem 
like something’s been done, but 
slapping up some new ceiling panels 
does not count as a solution.

This act simply covers up the 
fact that anything is wrong and 
allows the students and teachers to 
forget there was ever a problem in 
the first place. By following this 
pattern, we end up putting off fixing 
the roof for another year, which will 
bring us right back into the same 
difficult position that we were in at 
the beginning of this semester. 
Unfortunately, the problems run 
deeper than a leaking roof.

Stall doors with broken 
locks, air conditioning that is 
completely absent from the East 
Wing (just wait until June), water 
fountains dispensing water with 
high levels of lead; issues of this 
nature exist abundantly within our 
school. 

Don’t be fooled, the students 
aren’t the only ones suffering from 
these conditions; staff members 
have been affected as well. Mrs. 
Bentham expressed her frustration: 
“the school environment should be 
conducive to student learning.” 
Unfortunately, it can be a little hard 
to concentrate when roof integrity 
and air quality are up for 
questioning. 

On the positive side, tests 
have been conducted to ensure our 
immediate health and safety. In 
addition to this, promises have been 
made recently that our building 
situation will be improved. At the 
Ancaster High Information Session 
held on February 27, the HWDSB 
board promised that by September 

2018 the East Wing roof will be 
replaced. They will also be 
completing washroom 
upgrades, as well as the floor, 
ceiling and light replacements. 
Window replacement, a dust 
collector replacement and 
exterior brick repointing were 
added to the list as well. 

This all sounds great, but 
it’s our job now to make sure 
these promises are kept. Now is 
not the time to be complacent, 
not when we are so close to 
fixing these issues. This is our 
school, and if we aren’t going to 
protect our learning 
environment, who will?

“Now is not the 
time to be 
complacent, not 
when we are so 
close to fixing 
these issues.”

$1,000,000
How much it will cost 
to repair the roof

59 years
The current age of 
our roof

2019
The year our roof was 
originally scheduled 
to be replaced

$400,000
The amount of money 
we actually have for 
repairs

The hallways 
may not be                              
lined with buckets a-

re relevant than ever.

 Over the past few months, sitting 
in a classroom covered in tarps, watching 
a dark, questionable liquid dripping from 
the ceiling hasn’t been an uncommon 
experience. In fact, many of us had been 
pushed right out of our classrooms, as 
the leakage impacted almost the entire 
second floor in the East Wing. Joe 
McDermott, a grade 9 student at Ancaster 
High describes the difficulties the 
situation has created for him. “Mr. 
Hendriks’ math class got moved to the 
opposite end of the school which was 
making me late to gym class,” he said. 
Considering the age of the building, the 
issue itself isn’t overly shocking. The sc-

nymore, but the state of our 
school building is mo-

hool was originally built almost 60 
years ago, and during harsher winters 

that are filled with snow storms 
and unexpected thawing, it can o-

nly be anticipated that 
problems will arise. However,

the predictability of these 
issues only goes to show t-

he lack of required 
building maintenance. 



Sports 
-Junior football
-Girls water polo (Ashley remind yourself to 
talk to Mrs. Adams)
-volleyball
-b ball

DO NOT 
TOUCH

pg 12

Jr Boys ALL STAR Basketball Game

91-90

GIRLS WATER POLO

Royals 
take the 
win 
against 
Saltfleet!

Tea
m

McMaster VS Mohawk

8-1

3-1

Senior Girls

Junior Girls

ALL STAR
Volleyball Game

Jr GirlsHWDSB
VS HWCDSB

Photo by: VolleyballMVC on Facebook



Erikas Hockey Interview

DO NOT 
TOUCH
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Girls Varsity Hockey
 From Underdogs to City Championships!

“Everyone was 
committed this 
year and it 
made us a 
much stronger 
team. ”

#goroyals
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Junior BOYS FOOTBALL
A Kickoff to the Season!

LIFE HACKS
Brought to you by: Emily Outerbridge

1 2

43

By Emily Outerbridge



        

STUDENT
SP  TLIGHT
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by Ashley Barry
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pg 9Tara Rezvan
Grade : 11    Age : 16

Hunter Patterson
Grade : 10  Age : 16

Toastmasters  ad is going right here
- Creds to Tara

DO NOT 
TOUCH

#2

#1

“I know I want 
to do something 
that will 
positively 
impact the lives 
of others. ”

“In the future I 
want to succeed as 
well. I want to join 
the Military as 
soon as I can. ”



Simone Fisher

Mya Reed

Grade : 10  Age : 16

Grade : 10   Age : 16

#3
3

#4

shoots,

“Just do what you 
want the way you 
want to, and if other 
people can’t deal with 
it then you don’t need 
them in your life.”

DO NOT 
TOUCH

 

“My saying that helps me 
stay positive is “when you 
hit rock bottom, the only 
way you can go is up”.
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MOVIE

REVIEWS
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Hunt for the Wilderpeople

SNACKS! No great movie is complete without 

some equally great snacks.  Shake up 

your snack game with this quick, easy, 

and delicious twist on a movie night 

classic!

What you’ll need:

- 12 OREO cookies

- 11oz white chocolate chips

- 5 cups of popped popcorn

Instructions:

1. Place Oreos in food processor* and 

pulse several times to finely chop (do 

not reduce them to dust).

2. Melt chocolate by heating in 

microwave for 30 seconds, then 

stirring and repeating until smooth 

and melted.

3. Put popcorn in a large bowl.

4. Pour chocolate over popcorn and 

mix to coat evenly.

5. Sprinkle cookie pieces over popcorn 

and mix to coat evenly.

6. Allow to cool and serve.

*if you do not have a food processor, put 

the Oreos in a plastic bag and crush 

gently with a rolling pin or spoon

Yeah for sure no worries!!! Haha thanks! No I think i’ll just do 
one recipe

Will u need another page for them?
Yah the one looks awesome

Find this great recipe and 

more at:

 www.eatthisup.com 

http://www.eatthisup.com


By Jason Amri
Alexa
Marwah

We have 
three book 
review:)

Can we put them all on this page?
Then put TV show and product 
reviews on the page before this 
one

Hopefull

DO NOT 
TOUCH
y

Warcross 

Author: 
Marie Lu

I think im gonna work on recipes

Ready Player 

One

Author: 
Ernest C.

Oryx and  

Crake



Makeup reviews- lily
Love Simon - movie thing

DO NOT 
TOUCH
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MAKEUP 

REVIEWS

By Arianna Kelley

By Lily Mcowan

Fenty Beauty Universal Lip Gloss

Love Light Prismatic Highlighter

$23

$38

$27 Anastasia Beverly Hills Brow Wiz



MEMES
Because we’re cool like that. #relatable

OF
THE MONTH

pg 14
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Subscribe
to get new issues sent to your 
phone as soon as they come out!

Have a great idea for a story, a 
suggestion or a submission for the 
paper? Contact us!
@ahsroyalgazette on IG
gazetteroyal@gmail.com 

Thank you for reading! If you could take some time to fill 
out our survey and help us keep The Royal Gazette 
interesting, accessible, and relevant, we’d greatly 

appreciate it!

Get Involved

https://goo.gl/forms/jJjD4aKaEWHVjXFw1To: Anne, Erika has 
worked hard on her 
survey page! Please 
Don’t change it back:) 
THANKS -The editors

Photos are uploaded:)

https://goo.gl/forms/jJjD4aKaEWHVjXFw1

