
Scoring Guide for Short Writing Topic Development 
Section III Short Writing 

Writing Prompt:  What would be the ideal job for you?  Use specific details to explain your 
choice. 

Code Description
Blank nothing written or drawn in the lined space provided  

Illegible* response is illegible 

An illegible response cannot be read. 

The response comments on the task (e.g., I don’t know). 

Off topic* response is off topic or irrelevant to the prompt

A typical off-topic response is not related to the topic of a job. 

A typical irrelevant response comments on the topic (e.g., I don’t want to work.) 
or simply restates the question. 

Code 10 response is not developed or is developed with irrelevant ideas and 
information

The response
� identifies a job or list of jobs or working conditions, but does not provide an 

explanation for the choice. 
OR 
� identifies a job or working conditions, but provides an irrelevant explanation for 

the choice. 
OR 
� describes the importance or value of working in general. 

Code 20 response is developed with vague ideas and information; it may contain 
some irrelevant ideas and information 

The response identifies a job or working conditions and provides a vague
explanation for the choice. 

The response often requires the reader to make the connection between the 
support provided and what is intended to prove. 

Code 30 response is developed with clear, specific and relevant ideas and 
information

The response identifies a job or working conditions and uses specific and relevant 
details to clearly explain the choice. 



Scoring Guide for Short Writing Topic Development 
Section III Short Writing 

10

Annotation:

This response identifies a job (owner of a worldwide company and/or Industry) but does not 
provide an explanation for the choice. 
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Annotation:

This response identifies a job (work either at a resturant or a clothing store). A vague 
explanation is provided (helps people, interesting, always learning new skills).

The reader must make the connection between the description of the work conditions and the 
identified jobs. 
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Annotation:

This response identifies a job (social worker) and uses details that are specific and relevant to 
the job and the writer (I come from a country where abuse is really high, and I’ve seen people 
getting hurt physically and mentally; a job where I can help people feel better) to support the 
choice. 
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Code Descriptor 

Blank The page is blank with nothing written or drawn in the space provided. 

Illegible The response is illegible or irrelevant to the prompt. 

Off topic The response is off topic. 

Code 10 

The response is related to headline and/or photo but is not a news report. 

OR

The response is a news report related to the headline and/or photo. It identifies an event, 
but provides no supporting details, or provides details that are unrelated to the event. 
There is no evidence of organization. 

Code 20 

The response is related to headline and/or photo but only partly in the form of a news report.   

OR 

The response is a news report related to the headline and/or photo, but the focus on an 
event is unclear or inconsistent. There are insufficient supporting details: too few or 
repetitious. There is limited evidence of organization. 

Code 30 

The response is a news report related to the headline and photo with a clear focus on an event. 
There are insufficient and/or vague supporting details or the connection of the details to the event 
is not always clear. There is evidence of organization, but lapses distract from the overall 
communication. 

Code 40 

The response is a news report related to the headline and photo with a clear and consistent focus 
on an event. There are sufficient supporting details, however, only some are specific. The 
organization is mechanical and any lapses do not distract from the overall communication. 

Code 50 

The response is a news report related to the headline and photo with a clear and consistent focus 
on an event. There are sufficient specific supporting details to develop the news report.  The 
organization is logical. 

 Code 60 

The response is a news report related to the headline and photo with a clear and consistent focus 
on an event. There are sufficient specific supporting details, which are thoughtfully chosen to 
develop the news report. The organization is coherent demonstrating a thoughtful progression of 
ideas. 
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Annotation

The response is related to the headline and photo but is not a news report. It is a 
narrative.
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Annotation:

The response is a news report related to the headline and photo but the focus is 
unclear. There are insufficient supporting details. Limited evidence of organization is 
shown. 
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Annotation:

The response has a clear focus on an event (car wash foundraiser).

Supporting details are insufficient and vague (enough money, going to almost every 
neighbourhood, successful car wash foundraiser).

There is evidence of organization: two ideas–enough money and 1.5 million dollar – 
are linked.
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Annotation:

The response is a news report related to the headline and photo with a clear and 
consistent focus on an event (carwash). There are sufficient supporting details. Some 
are specific (St. . . .elementary school, June 29th 2009, 2000$, 45 kids). Some are 
vague (local charity, I was surprised, to participate). The organization is mechanical. 
Paragraphs are used to organize ideas. 
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Annotation:
The response is a news report related to the headline and photo with a clear and 
consistent focus on an event (carwash…trip to Ottawa). There are sufficient and 
specific supporting details (Saturday, May 5, name of school, Ottawa, 8 am to 4 pm, 
student name). Quotations from two perspectives develop ideas. Organization is 
logical. The final paragraph returns to school’s trip to Ottawa and provides an 
appropriate conclusion. 
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Annotation:
The response is a news report related to the headline and photo with a clear and consistent 
focus on an event (car wash to raise money). Sufficient specific supporting details are 
thoughtfully chosen to develop the news report (e.g., names of city, students, parent; Haiti,
Canadian Red Cross, drivers couldn’t resist a good car cleaning, not only helped people in 
their community, but people hundreds of kilometres away). Quotations from two perspectives 
are thoughtfully placed in the response. Organization is coherent. The opening lead connects 
effectively to the closing sentence.  �


