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Beverly Central/Dr. Seaton Consultation 

Frequently Asked Questions  

 

Consultation on a proposed temporary accommodation plan for Beverly Central and Dr. Seaton took 

place in December 2016. The questions below were raised during a community meeting on December 

13 and through the online survey.  
 

CONSULTATION 

 
Why is HWDSB considering a temporary accommodation plan for Beverly Central and Dr. Seaton?   

HWDSB is consulting the community regarding a potential temporary accommodation plan for the 

following reasons to:  

• Begin to build a combined school community in advance of moving into the new school  

• Explore the financial implications of moving to a combined site  

• Develop a strategy in the event of significant plant issues at Beverly Central  

No decisions have been made.  

What triggered the consultation and when will a final decision be made?  

A report was presented at the Finance & Facilities committee on October 12, 2016.  The Finance & 

Facilities committee directed staff to consult with the community on the temporary accommodation 

proposal of Beverly Central and Dr. Seaton. A recommendation will be presented to the Finance & 

Facilities committee on February 8. The final decision will come forward at the February 27 Board 

meeting.  

Why is the recommendation of the previous Accommodation Review Committee (ARC) not being 

followed?  

We respect the recommendations that came forward from the West Flamborough Accommodation 

Review Committee. A consultation has been taking place about the potential of bringing the two school 

communities together. No decisions have been made.   

Why not start fresh with both Beverly Central and Dr. Seaton students starting at a new school?  

No decisions have been made. The consultation will reflect the communities’ voice on the potential 

merger between the new schools. A final decision will be made by Trustees on February 27.  

FACILITIES 

 
Is Dr. Seaton able to accommodate all of the students from Beverly Central?   

The building can accommodate students from both schools and be in compliance with the Ontario 

Building Code and Fire Code.  

Is Beverly Central a safe building? 

https://www.hwdsb.on.ca/wp-content/uploads/meetings/Finance-and-Facilities-Committee-Agenda-1476191823.pdf
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Beverly Central is a safe building. As with all HWDSB buildings, any items that relate to the health and 

safety of staff and students will be addressed immediately.  

Are there enough washrooms to accommodate the increase in the number of students?  

Yes. Based on 380 students, there is a requirement to have toilets for every eight females and seven for 

males for a total of 15. Dr. Seaton has 22 toilets. The septic system is based on fixtures and was built to 

manage the 22 toilets.   

Are there issues with the septic system at Dr. Seaton?  

No. There is no indication there are any issues with the Dr. Seaton septic system.  

Can you provide construction details, records on maintenance work and capacity testing since 

installing the septic at Dr. Seaton?  

The size of the septic tank is 5050 imperial gallons. The additional load on the system is not anticipated 

to have a negative effect. The system is designed to accept 18,000 litres of waste per day and can 

accommodate over 600 individuals.  Maintenance records show items such as the sewage pumps and 

float arm have been addressed since 2013. 

Has Hamilton’s Planning Department and the Ministry of Environment been engaged to obtain proper 

permits and approvals to support the increased load on the septic system?  

There is no increased load on the septic system. The system was constructed to accommodate waste 

from 22 toilets and can accommodate 600 individuals.  

Will portables be required to accommodate the additional students at Dr. Seaton?  

Yes. We estimate that two portables will be needed at Dr. Seaton to accommodate additional students.   

What are the health and safety implications of the merger at Dr. Seaton?  

There are no health and safety implications due to the merger of the two schools. As with all schools, 

any health and safety issue is addressed right away.   

Is the water safe at Dr. Seaton? 

HWDSB is required to test sodium levels in the drinking water at public schools in rural Hamilton that 

use a well for their source of drinking water. When sodium levels in drinking water are higher than 20 

milligrams per litre of water (mg/L), it must be reported to the local Medical Officer of Health. Recent 

testing of Dr. Seaton Public Elementary School’s water supply from June to Aug 2016 found sodium 

concentrations in the drinking water to range between 120 and 150 mg/L.  

The Health and Safety department continues to monitor the sodium level in the drinking water and 

report to Public Health accordingly. The levels of sodium found in the Dr. Seaton Elementary School 

water supply does not pose a health risk to the general user. However, the sodium concentrations 

detected in the water supply are considered too salty to taste to be considered drinkable for hydration 

purposes.   



   

 

  3 
 

Therefore, Public Health Services has instructed HWDSB to provide an alternate source of drinking water 

for all users of Dr. Seaton School. Students at the school are provided with bottled water.   

When was the well at Dr. Seaton constructed?  How often has the well been serviced? 

The well is original to the school. We have 136 work orders that have been processed in the past four 

years.  

What is the immediate plan if the boiler suddenly stops working at Beverly Seaton during the decision 

making process?  

As with all schools, any health and safety issue is addressed right away.   

What are the advantages of merging the two schools now?   

We can begin to build a combined school community in advance of moving into the new school.   

What is the financial difference between moving to one school and the status quo?  

It is estimated that joining the schools would be cost neutral. Any savings in closing Beverly Central 

would be offset by the costs of moving and adding portables.  

The data presented is out of date. What are the current number of students in each school?  

Dr. Seaton 

Year JK SK 1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 Total 

2013 18 11 10 14 11 20 16 41 47 40 228 

2014 10 18 11 12 14 13 15 47 41 46 227 
2015 10 8 17 10 11 15 12 43 47 41 214 

2016 12 16 9 18 11 13 13 35 41 47 215 

2017 12 14 16 9 19 12 12 31 35 40 200 

  

Beverly Central  

Year JK SK 1 2 3 4 5 SP-E Total 

2013 17 15 28 19 26 28 32 7 172 

2014 17 21 16 26 21 26 28 4 159 
2015 32 21 22 18 28 20 24 8 173 

2016 24 32 21 24 20 25 18 7 171 

2017 23 26 34 22 26 19 24 8 182 

 

Do the padlocked doors at the back of the Dr. Seaton gym meet fire code regulations?  

The back door was padlocked in error. The lock has been removed and a work order has been placed to 

install a window in the door. 

 

TRANSITION 
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What is the impact on children of moving or transitioning them to multiple schools?  

Overall, research studies indicate that transience (moving schools) can have a negative effect on student 

achievement. One long-term study stated that adjustment issues, including attempting to make new 

friends, are typical for students who move schools, but making one friend in the first month is key to a 

successful transition to a new school. Hattie (2009)  

What support systems are in place to help with the transition in regards to behaviour and students 

already at risk?  

If the decision was made to move forward with the merger, a Transition Committee would be made up 

of principals, parents, teachers and students. The Transition Committee would identify what is needed 

to support students during the process. 

What happens to the staff at both schools?  

Regardless of when the two school merge, the collective agreements of each employee group outlines 

how the new school will be staffed.   

Why isn't this proposal a first step in the new school naming process?  Can we do this by September?   

If the decision is made to move forward with the temporary accommodation plan, the recommendation 

would be to move forward with the new school naming process. This process could be completed by 

June 2017.  

Is there still a choice as to which high school students go to?  

Dr. John Seaton is an associate school to Dundas Valley Secondary School. The new school will also be an 

associate school to Dundas Valley Secondary School. 

How can we ensure that the Dr. Seaton and Beverly communities grow to become inclusive, safe and 

welcoming?  

The Transition Committee plays an important role in helping the two schools move to a combined 

school community. The committee is made up of principals, parents, teachers and students. The 

committee plans events and advises on activities that will ensure the communities come together to 

create a safe, inclusive and welcoming school.  

PROGRAMMING 

 
How will the Ontario Early Years programming be affected?  

The goal would be to move the Ontario Early Years program to Dr. Seaton, under the temporary 

accommodation proposal.  

Where would the Wesley Urban Ministries Before and After School Program be located?  

It would be located at Dr. Seaton in shared classroom space, under the temporary accommodation 

proposal.   

Will there be extended hours and capacity for before and after school childcare?  
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The hours would remain the same but discussions could take place with the childcare operator for an 

increase in enrolment if there is parent demand. 

What will the child to staff ratio be?  

Childcare ratios are outlined in the Childcare and Early Years Act. The ratio is 1:15.   

How will physical education programming be accommodated in the school?  

The use of the gym is dependent on the number of classes in the school. The school timetable is created 

based on the number of classes and available staff.  

How will students achieve their academic or curricular achievements if the schools are joined?  

HWDSB strives for all students to find success and meet their individual goals through the support and 

efforts of their teachers, educational assistants, early childhood educators and administrators. This is 

true at all HWDSB schools.  

Will new kindergarten classes be added?  

At this time, it appears that a third Kindergarten classroom would be required if the temporary 

accommodation proposal is approved. 

Will the same student resources be available (e.g., technology, gym, library, specialty class rooms, art, 

student services) 

If the temporary accommodation proposal is approved, this may change the amount of available space 

within the school. Resources will be in place to deliver the curriculum and ensure all students are 

successful. 

How will classes be organized?  

The school organization depends on how many students are enrolled in each grade. The staffing process 

for 2017-2018 begins in late February. Final decisions are not made until April.  

What grades will be in portables?  

This decision is not made until the school is organized during the staffing process. 

TRANSPORTATION 

  
What will happen with transportation?  

HWDSB's Transportation Policy directs that bus routes are no longer than 60 minutes each way.   

How will this affect bus routes times?  

If students from Beverly Central are designated to attend Dr. John Seaton, bus times will increase simply 

due to the distance between the two schools. Bus routes would be adjusted to ensure that no routes 

exceeds 60 minutes.  

What is the longest bus ride for current Beverly Central and Dr. Seaton students?  
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Dr John Seaton - longest bus ride - 56 minutes 

Beverly Central - longest bus ride - 59 minutes 

NEW SCHOOL CONSTRUCTION  

  
What is the current status of the new school?  

The drawings are being finalized and we are working closely with the City of Hamilton on site plan 

approval.  

Does the community have input on the new school design?  

The plans for new schools are shared with communities at public meetings and on our website. What is 

included within schools is outlined by the Ministry of Education.  

Will the school be ready for September 2018?  

We project a September 2018 opening, pending approvals from the Ministry of Transportation and the 

Ministry of Environment and Climate Change. We expect to receive the approvals in the immediate 

future. Once we receive them, we can finalize site plan approval with the City of Hamilton. 

Will a potential merger have a negative impact on the opening date for the new school?  

No. We are projecting a September 2018 opening date.  

Will the new school on the Beverly Community Centre site be able to accommodate students from 

Queen’s Rangers? 

Queen’s Rangers is currently part of an accommodation review in Ancaster. Decisions from the 

accommodation review will be made in June 2017. As with any new school construction, there are 

options that allow for expansion to accommodate students.  

What are the bell times for the new school?  

The bell times for new schools are determined by Hamilton-Wentworth Student Transportation Services.  

Why is the new school not attached to the Community Centre?  

The new City of Hamilton recreation space and school are a combined build.  

What is the size of the new school and how did you arrive at that number?  

The new school is approximately 40,000 square feet. The school is designed to accommodate 347 

students. The number is based on project funding calculations developed by the Ministry of Education.  

Why is there no playground? Will there be green space available for a play area?  

The new school site includes an arena, community center and recreation facilities. A playground will be 

located at the school.  

What if Spencer Valley project is delayed?  
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We are projecting that both schools will open in September 2018. The projects are separate and any 

delays on either project will not affect the other.  

Please provide a copy of the title register for Beverly Central School 

Beverly Township trustees purchased the property in 1871. A further portion of land was purchased in 

1959. Copies of land titles can be found at https://www.ontario.ca/page/search-land-property-records. 

 

https://www.ontario.ca/page/search-land-property-records

