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PRINCIPAL: 
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first, that to our a great 

of our will to their at 
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Successful Westmount students demonstrate strong initiative, have an interest in 
asking questions, and collaborating with teachers, are self-starts and have strong 
time management skills.  Students must also be able to set individual goals and 
monitor their own progress in achieving them. 
The Westmount program is open to all students Hamilton– Wentworth District 
School Board (HWDSB) who would benefit from a self-paced, self-directed program.  
Students at Westmount come from across HWDSB and represent a variety of learn-
ers.  Like all HWDSB secondary schools, Westmount offers workplace, college and 
university pathways.   

to at look 

to joining your own  to our school! 

,  

Principal Angela Ferguson 

Supports for Students 

 Administration, Guidance Counsellors,       

 Student Success Teachers, Learning Resource 

 Hamilton-Wentworth Police Liaison Officer 

 Homework Help, Nutrition Program,   

 Positive Space 

 School Nurse,  Social Worker, Student Mentors 

 Student Success Team and many more 

ACT Anime Club Badminton Badminton Club 

Baseball Basketball Bollywood Dance Bus ticket club 

Blood Services Chess Club Clarinet Choir Concert Band 

Creative Writing Cricket Cross Country Curling 

Dance Ensemble Debate Club DECA Drama Council 

Eco-Ninjas Filed Hockey Figure Skating Team Flag football 

Football Free the Children Games Club Golf 

Guitar Club History Bowl History Club Hockey 

HOSA Jazz 1 & 2 Jazz Choir McMaster Business  
Heroes 

Music Council MSA Newspaper Outdoors Club 

Orienteering People For Animal Welfare Ping Pong Positive Spare 

Prom Committee Reach for the Top Rubix Cube Club School Play 

Sketch Comedy Slam Slo-Pitch Soccer 

Social Committee Student Promoting Lead-
ership Team 

Student Promoting Acts of 
Random Kindness 

Stage Crew 

Student Council Swim Team Tennis Triathlon 

Track and Field Ultimate Frisbee Volleyball Westmount Athletic  
Council 

Water polo Westmount Nutrition 
Program 

Westmount Healthy Action 
Team 

Wildcats Helping Others 
Achieve 

Wind Orchestra Women’s Empowerment 
Club 

Yearbook And Many More! 
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1. Grade 9 programs are based on the Ontario Ministry of Education curric-
ulum, which include: 

•  Credit courses (Compulsory & Optional) 

•  Course types (Applied, Academic, Locally Developed and Open) 

•  Student Success Initiatives 

•  Pathways Programming (Apprenticeship, College, Community Assisted 

Living, University and Workplace) 

 

2. Curriculum at the Secondary School Level 

Students will choose courses in Grade 9 from one or more types: Academic, Applied, 
Locally Developed Compulsory Credit and Open. They will make their choices primar-
ily based on their goals, interests, learning preferences, needs and achievement. 

Academic Courses: These courses focus on the essential concepts of a subject and 
explore related concepts as well. They incorporate practical applications as appropri-
ate. 

Applied Courses: These courses focus on the essential concepts of a subject and 
develop students’ knowledge and skills through practical applications and concrete 
examples. Familiar situations are used to illustrate ideas, and students are given 
more opportunities to experience hands-on applications of the concepts and theories 
they study. 

Locally Developed Courses: These courses focus on literacy, mathematical literacy, 
essential job skills and essential concepts. Students may be placed in these specially 
designed courses to continue their learning and bring their achievement closer to 
grade level.  

Open Courses: Courses, which comprise a set of expectations that are appropriate 
for all students, are designed to broaden students’ knowledge and skills in subjects 
that reflect their interests and prepare them for active and rewarding participation in 
society. They are not designed with the specific requirements of university, college, 
or the workplace in mind. 

The organization of courses by type is intended to enable students to choose one 
type of course in a Grade 9 subject while allowing the possibility of choosing a differ-
ent type for another Grade 9 course. 
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A. Secondary School Diploma (  

 
30 credits 

18 of  

12 of optional 

40-  of (to 1st in the 

 

of 10 OR 

B. Secondary School Certificate (  

 
a minimum of 14  

2 in English 

1 in Mathematics 

1 in Science 

1 in or Geography 

 in or Education 

1 in Education 

a total of 7 optional  
 Academic  Applied   Open  Locally   FI**  

Developed 
English      

French     

Geography    

& Physical 
Education  

Mathematics      

Science     

Arts  

Areas Course(s) 

Arts Dance, Integrated 
Arts 

Studies Information Applications), 
Business 

Sciences Studies, Food and Nutrition 

Education 
Technology 
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Examples of Careers in the Arts 
Animator Critic Music Teacher 
Architect Designer Recreational Therapist 
Arranger Director Set Designer 
Artist Film Art Director Singer 
Bandleader Graphic Designer Window Display Artist 
Composer     



 

 
 Page 10       GRADE 9 STUDENT HANDBOOK       WESTMOUNT SECONDARY SCHOOL                   Page 11 

 
 

BBI1O1 – Introduction to Business (Open)

- (Open) 
to information and  in a 

and a foundation of digital 
in a  will word processing, 

and  
 an on digital effective 

and and to the impact infor-
mation and technology. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  

– Issues in Canadian (Academic) 
This course examines interrelationships within and between Canada’s natural and 
human systems and how these systems interconnect with those in other parts of the 
world. Students will explore environmental, economic and social geographic issues 
relating to topics such as transportation options, energy choices and urban develop-
ment. Students will apply the concepts of geographic thinking and the geographic 
inquiry process, including spatial technologies, to investigate various geographic is-
sues and to develop possible approaches for making Canada a more sustainable 
place to live. 
 

– Issue in Canadian Applied) 
This course focuses on current geographic issues that affect Canadians. Stu-
dents will draw on their personal and everyday experiences as they explore a 
range of issues, including food and water supplies, competing land uses, and 
interactions with the natural environment, developing their awareness that 
issues that affect their lives are interconnected with issues in other parts of 
the world. Students will apply the concepts of geographic thinking and the 
geographic inquiry process, including spatial technologies, to investigate choic-
es related to sustainable living in Canada. 
 
CGC1D1E– Issues in Canadian Geography (Enriched, Academic) 

will the  CGC1D1  9 
and to in 

CGC1D1.  that will and 
to the in This 

for who a for who with the 
“gifted” who in  or in 

11 and 12 and/or who learning to a 
of big on the final student CGC1D1. 

 
 

Examples of Careers in Business 

Accountant Entrepreneur Publisher 

Administrative 
Assistant 

Journalist Salesperson 

Court Reporter Manager Systems Analyst 

Economist Marketing Analyst Treasurer 

Examples of Careers in Geography 

Cartographer (Mapmaker) Human Development 
Worker 

Surveyor 

Census Data Analyst Immigration Officer Teacher 

Climatologist Landscaper Travel Agent 

Environmentalist Oceanographer Travel Writer 

Forester Park Ranger Urban Planner 

Game Warden Pilot Water Quality Analyst 

Geologist   Weather Forecaster 
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ENG1D1 - (Academic) 
This course is designed to develop the oral communication, reading, writing and 
media literacy skills that students need for success in their secondary school aca-
demic programs and in their daily lives. Students will analyze literary texts from con-
temporary and historical periods, interpret informational and graphic texts and cre-
ate oral, written, and media texts in a variety of forms. An important focus will be 
on the use of strategies that contribute to effective communication. 
  

- (Applied) 
This course is designed to develop the key oral communication, reading, writing and 
media literacy skills that students need for success in secondary school and in their 
daily lives. Students will read, and create a variety of informational, literary and 
graphic texts. An important focus will be on identifying and using appropriate strate-
gies and processes to improve students’ comprehension of texts and to help them 
communicate clearly and effectively. 
 
ENG1D1– English (Academic, Enriched) 

will the  ENG1D1 9 
and to in ENG1D1. 

that will and 
to the in This for 

who a for who with the “gifted” 
who in  or in 11 and 12 and/or 
who learning to a of big 

on the final student ENG1D1. 
 
ENG1L1 – English (Locally Developed) 
This course provides foundational literacy and communication skills to prepare stu-
dents for success in their daily lives, in the workplace, and in the Grade 10 English 
Locally Developed Compulsory Credit course. The course is organized into strands 
that develop listening and talking skills, reading and viewing skills, and writing skills. 
In all strands, the focus is on developing foundational literacy skills and on using 
language clearly and accurately in a variety of authentic contexts. Students develop 
strategies and put into practice the processes involved in talking, listening, reading, 
viewing, writing and thinking, and reflect regularly on their growth in these areas. 
 
  

 
 

 

  

- (Academic) 
This course provides opportunities for students to communicate and interact in 
French with increasing independence, with a focus on familiar topics related to 
their daily lives. Students will continue to develop language knowledge and skills 
by using language-learning strategies introduced in the elementary Core French 
program, and will apply creative and critical thinking skills in various ways. They 
will also enhance their understanding and appreciation of diverse French-
speaking communities, and will develop the skills necessary to become life-long 
language learners.  
Prerequisite: Minimum of 600 hours of elementary Core French instruction, or 
equivalent. 
 

- (Applied) 
This course provides opportunities for students to communicate and interact in 
French in structured situations on everyday topics and to apply their knowledge of 
French in everyday situations. Students will continue to develop language knowledge 
and skills introduced in the elementary Core French program, through practical appli-
cations and concrete examples, and will use creative and critical thinking skills in vari-
ous ways. They will also enhance their understanding and appreciation of diverse 
French-speaking communities, and will develop the skills necessary to become life-
long language learners. Prerequisite: Minimum of 600 hours of elementary Core 
French instruction, or equivalent. 
 

Examples of Careers in English 

Actor/Actress Journalist News Analyst 

Author Lawyer Paralegal 

Broadcaster Librarian Publisher 

Film Director Linguist Teacher 

 

Civil Servant Flight Attendant Interpreter 

Correspondent Foreign Correspondent Missionary 

Customs Officer Immigration Officer Travel Agent 

Diplomat   Teacher 

Exporter/Importer   Translator 
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This course introduces students to the achievements of the classical world through 
the study of Latin or ancient Greek. Students will learn vocabulary and grammar 
essential for reading and translating classical texts. English is the language of in-
struction. Through a variety of enrichment activities, such as presentations, debates, 
and dialogues, students will explore such aspects of life in the ancient world as 
trade, commerce, education, entertainment, and social customs while improving 
their language skills. 

 

HIF1O1- (Open) 
This course explores, within the context of families, some of the fundamental chal-
lenges people face: how to meet basic needs, how to relate to others, how to man-
age resources and how to become responsible members of society. Students will 
explore adolescent development and will have opportunities to develop interper-
sonal, decision-making, and practical skills related to daily life. They will learn about 
the diverse ways in which families function in Canada and will use research skills as 
they explore topics related to individual and family needs and resources.  
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This course focuses on learning strategies to help students become better, more 
independent learners. Students will learn how to develop and apply literacy and 
numeracy skills, personal management skills, and interpersonal and teamwork skills 
to improve their learning and achievement in school, the workplace, and the com-
munity. The course helps students build confidence and motivation to pursue op-
portunities for success in secondary school and beyond.  
 

 

- (Open) (Male) - 
(Open) 

This course emphasizes regular participation in a variety of enjoyable physical activi-
ties that promote lifelong healthy active living. Students will learn movement skills 
and principles, ways to improve personal fitness and physical competence, and safe-
ty and injury prevention. They will investigate issues related to healthy sexuality and 
the use and abuse of alcohol, tobacco, and other drugs, and will participate in activi-
ties designed to develop goal setting, communication and social skills. 

 

Examples of Careers in Health & Physical Education 

Athlete Laboratory Technician Recreational Leader 

Athletic Coach Osteopath Sports Writer 

Chiropractor Physical Therapist Teacher 

Fitness Trainer Practical Nurse  
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SNC1D1E– Science (Enriched, Academic) 
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Mathematics 
Accountant Chemist Engineer 
Actuary Dentist Navigator 
Architect Economist Physician 

Banker Electronic Technician Physicist 

Sciences 
Agriculture Environmentalist Nurse 
Architect Forestry Teacher 
Biochemist Geologist Veterinarian 

Doctor Lab Technician Zoologist 



 

 
 Page 18       GRADE 9 STUDENT HANDBOOK       WESTMOUNT SECONDARY SCHOOL                   Page 19 

 

HIF1O1- (Open) 
This course explores, within the context of families, some of the fundamental chal-
lenges people face: how to meet basic needs, how to relate to others, how to man-
age resources and how to become responsible members of society. Students will 
explore adolescent development and will have opportunities to develop interper-
sonal, decision-making, and practical skills related to daily life. They will learn about 
the diverse ways in which families function in Canada and will use research skills as 
they explore topics related to individual and family needs and resources.  
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ESLE 

Advanced 

 
Beginner  

     ESLC 

Intermediate  
 


