
Citations in History Classes 
 
Based on Chicago-Style referencing format, all post-secondary history departments require 
students to used Turabian when citing sources in papers.  Referencing in Turabian format 
involves the creation of both footnotes and a bibliography.   
 
Footnotes 

• the footnote is a statement which acknowledges a source you used in your paper 
• a footnote number (in superscript) must follow the quotation or reference in your paper 
• the footnote must be positioned at the BOTTOM of the page on which the reference 

occurs 
 
Bibliography 

• appears at the END of a paper and lists all sources consulted to write the paper 
• arranged alphabetically by author's last name (or by title if no author exists)  
• second and subsequent lines of each entry must be indented five spaces  
• italicize or underline when necessary but never use both  

 
Book With One Author 
Generic  
Author. Title. Place of publication: Publisher, Date. Page (include page only in note entry).  
Bibliography 
Gianetti, Louis.  Understanding Movies. Toronto:  Pearson-Prentice Hall, 2005.  
Footnote 
1. Louis Gianetti, Understanding Movies (Toronto:  Pearson-Prentice Hall, 2005), 3.   
 
 
Journal Or Magazine Article 
Generic 
Author. "Title of Article." Journal / Magazine Title Vol # (Date): Pages.  
Bibliography  
Bergan, Ronald.  “What Ever Happened to the Biopic?” Films and Filming 346 (1983):  22.  
Footnote 
3.  Ronald Bergan, “What Ever Happened to the Biopic?”  Films and Filming 346 (1983):  22.  
 
 
Document From An Internet Site 
Generic 
Author. "Title of Document." Title of Site. Date. Internet. Available from URL address (accessed 
date). 
Bibliography  
Kernaghan, Lois.  “Halifax Explosion”.  The Canadian Encyclopedia.  2005.  Internet.  Available 

from 
http://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.com/index.cfm?PgNm=TCE&Params=A1
ARTA0003536 (accessed 3 May 2007). 

Footnote 
8.  Lois Kernaghan, “Halifax Explosion,” The Canadian Encyclopedia, 2005, [Internet]: available 
from 
http://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.com/index.cfm?PgNm=TCE&Params=A1ARTA0003536 
(accessed 3 May 2007). 
 

https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.com/index.cfm?PgNm=TCE&Params=A1ARTA0003536
https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.com/index.cfm?PgNm=TCE&Params=A1ARTA0003536
https://www.thecanadianencyclopedia.com/index.cfm?PgNm=TCE&Params=A1ARTA0003536


Full-Text Article From An E-Article Database1

Generic 
Author. "Title of Article." Title of Journal / Magazine Vol (Date). Journal on-line. Available from url 
address, (accessed date). 
Bibliography  
Ford, Douglas. "British Intelligence on Japanese Army Morale During the Pacific War: Logical 

Analysis or Racial Stereotyping?" Journal of Military History 69 (2005): 439-74. 
Database on-line. Available from ABC-CLIO, Historical Abstracts, 
http://serials.abc-clio.com (accessed 15 January 2005).  

Footnote 
5.  Douglas Ford, "British Intelligence on Japanese Army Morale During the Pacific War: Logical 
Analysis or Racial Stereotyping?" Journal of Military History 69 (2005): 440, [database on-line]; 
available from ABC-CLIO, Historical Abstracts, http://serials.abc-clio.com (accessed 15 January 
2005). 
 
 
 
 

                                                 
1 “Turabian (as based on Chicago) Style Guide,” McMaster University Libraries – Library Guides, 2006, 
[Internet]:  available from http://library.mcmaster.ca/guides/turabian.htm (accessed 3 May 2007). 

https://library.mcmaster.ca/guides/turabian.htm

