
Preparing for the 

Next Step

Apprenticeship?
College?
University?
Work?



APPRENTICESHIP

▪ Combines on the job training with 
classroom instruction

▪ Takes 2 – 5 years to complete 
depending on the skilled trade

▪ Canada has a large demand for 
people in the skilled trades and 
technologies 





Starting Your 

Apprenticeship

 Find an employer who is willing to hire 
you as an apprentice

 Register with the Ministry of  
Training apprenticeship office

 Sign an Apprenticeship contract or 
training agreement



OYAP - Ontario Youth 

Apprenticeship Program  

 Allows students to earn high school 
credits while participating in 
apprenticeship training in a skilled 
trade

 Full day Co-op placement

 Signed apprentice= Paid employment + 
four credits + apprenticeship hours



COLLEGE

 Credentials
– 1 year certifications

– 2 year diplomas

– 3 year advanced diplomas

– 4 year degrees/applied degrees

 Smaller classes

 Cooperative Education, Work 
Experience



COLLEGE 

PREREQUISITES

▪ ENG4C or ENG4U depending on the 
program you are applying to:
▪ ENG4C or ENG4U if applying for Media 

Fundamentals at Sheridan College
▪ ENG4U if applying for Honours Bachelor of 

Film & Television at Sheridan College

▪ No bonus given for course level



COLLEGE 

PREREQUISITES

 Specific requirements for different 
programs…DO YOUR RESEARCH!

 Plus additional requirements –
portfolio, audition, interview, 
admissions test, etc.

 www.ontariocolleges.ca

http://www.ontariocolleges.ca/






College Degrees

 Applying to a Degree Program at an 
Ontario College is exactly the same as 
applying to a Degree Program at an 
Ontario University, except you will 
use the OCAS application process

 College Degree programs require 6 
grade 12 U/M courses



Exploring Your Options

 Ontario College Information Program
– TUESDAY OCTOBER 25

– 9:00 to 11:00 a.m.  

– MOHAWK FENNEL CAMPUS

 Westdale Post Secondary Fair 
– MONDAY NOVEMBER 7 

– 5-8PM

– UPPER GYM, LIBRARY, CAFETERIA



Ontario College 

Application Process

 Apply NOW on-line at www.ontariocolleges.ca
 Obtain OEN number & instructions from Mrs. 

Harvey
 Deadline February 1st for equal consideration
 $95.00 application fee
 5 choices—no more than 3 programs at any 

one college

http://www.ontariocolleges.ca/


Timelines - College

 Apply by February 1 for equal 
consideration. Applications after 
February 1 will be processed only if 
there is space in the program.

 February 1 is the earliest offer date

 Offers continue to go out until 
programs are filled; then waitlisted

 Deadline to accept offer is May 1

 Tuition deposit due to college June 15



UNIVERSITY

 You will be applying to an 
undergraduate degree program at 
University (i.e. B.A., B.Sc., B.Comm.)

 Most undergraduate degree programs 
are four years in length



UNIVERSITY

 Professional Programs (not direct 
entry from high school)
Medicine                  Dentistry

Physical Therapy      Occupational Therapy

Pharmacy                  Veterinary Medicine

Teachers’ College       Law



University

Prerequisites

 Top 6 Grade 12 U/M courses including 
ENG4U + specific program pre-requisite 
courses

– e.g. McMaster Bachelor of Technology
ENG4U, MHF4U, SCH4U, SPH4U + 

next two highest grade 12 U/M

 Co-op, college and open level courses do not 
count towards your university admission 
average



University 

Prerequisites

 Upgraded mark policy varies from 
school to school
– Some take the highest mark

– Some take an average

– Some give a penalty

 Check the minimum average and the 
upgraded mark policy for your 
university program of choice



Exploring Your Options

 Westdale Post Secondary Fair 
– MONDAY NOVEMBER 7 

– 5-8PM

– UPPER GYM, LIBRARY, CAFETERIA

 www.electronicinfo.ca

 Individual University Websites

 Campus Visits

http://www.electronicinfo.ca/




Ontario University

Application Process

 Receive PIN code & instructions from
Mrs. Harvey at the end of November

 Apply online at www.ouac.on.ca
 Application deadline is January 11, 2017
 Apply early…before you return to school in 

January 2017!

http://www.ouac.on.ca/


Ontario University

Application Process con’t

 $150.00 for 3 choices
 Additional choices $50.00 each
 Can apply to no more than 3 programs 

at any one university
 Deadline to apply is Jan 11 2017, but 

you can make changes to your 
application until Feb 3 2017



Timelines - University

 Some schools send out offers starting 
in February

 Remaining offers go out until the end 
of May

 Deadline to accept offer is June 1

 All offers are conditional until final 
marks are submitted in July

 Offers can be rescinded depending on 
final marks



Out of  Province 

Universities

 Check each university website for deadlines 
and application fees as they vary from 
institution to institution

 Some can access marks through OUAC 
– if not, you must request transcripts from Mrs. 

Harvey, that you must mail to each institution

 U.S.A. universities require SAT or ACT scores



Marks Submission
▪ Sent electronically by Mrs. Harvey in

February,  April,  July

▪ Check your OCAS/OUAC account on 
line and report any errors to your 
counsellor

▪ If you are taking a course outside of 
Westdale (e.g. night school, elearning), 
it is your responsibility to ensure Mrs. 
Harvey receives your mark for 
submission



Scholarships

▪ Automatic Entrance Scholarships based on 
marks and no application is required

▪ Additional Scholarships are available but may 
require an application (e.g. TD Community 
Leaders, Queen’s Chancellor’s, Schulich
Leaders)

▪ Scholarship information available on OCAS, 
EINFO, Westdale Website, Student 
Services



WORK

 Earn money 

 Get real life experience

 Any job experience makes you more 
employable for future jobs

 Get a taste of what a career in a 
specific industry might be like

 Many companies help employees pay 
for college & university tuition costs



WORK

 Career Research
– www.canadiancareers.com

– www.careercruising.com

– www.careerexplorer.net

– www.jobsetc.gc.ca

 Job Search Websites
– www.youth.gc.ca

– www.jobpostings.ca

http://www.canadiancareers.com/
http://www.careercruising.com/
http://www.careerexplorer.net/
http://www.jobsetc.gc.ca/
http://www.youth.gc.ca/
http://www.jobpostings.ca/


WORK

 Websites where you can post resumes 
– www.careerbuilder.ca

– www.monster.ca

– www.workopolis.ca

 Local Job Fairs

SEE YOUR GUIDANCE COUNSELLOR 
FOR A COMPLETE LIST OF WEBSITES

http://www.careerbuilder.ca/
http://www.monster.ca/
http://www.workopolis.ca/


Some advice…

 Plan ahead!

 Meet all due dates!

 See your guidance counsellor for help!


