
 Specialist High Skills Major 
(SHSM) 

Arts and Culture 
 

Quick Fact Sheet 
 

 
1. CREDITS AND PATHWAYS 
 

Credits 
Apprenticeship 

Training 
College University Workplace 

Gr 11 Gr 12 Gr 11 Gr 12 Gr 11 Gr 12 Gr 11 Gr 12 
Arts and Culture 

Major 
2 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 

English  1  1  1  1 
Business or 

Canadian and 
World Studies 

1 1 1 1 

Cooperative 
Education 

2 2 2 2 

Total 8 8 8 8 
 
The above credits must be selected from the following lists: 
 
Grade 11 Arts and Culture Major (select 2)  Grade 12 Arts and Culture Major (select 2)  
AVI3M1 Grade 11 Visual Arts   AVI4M1 Grade 12 Visual Arts 
AWC3O1 Grade 11 Ceramics   AVI4E1  Grade 12 Visual Arts (workplace) 
AWH3O1 Grade 11 Interior Design  AWQ4M1 Grade 12 Photography 
AWQ3M1 Grade 11 Photography   AWD4M1 Grade 12 Portfolio Design 
HNC3O1 Grade 11 Fashion   AWK4M1 Grade 12 Illustration 
       AWU4M1 Grade 12 Art History 
       HNB4O1 Grade 12 Fashion 
 
Grade 12 English (select 1) Grade 11 or 12 Business or Canadian and World 

Studies (select 1) 
ENG4U1 Grade 12 University English  BDI3C1 Grade 11 Entrepreneurship 
ENG4C1 Grade 12 College English  BMI3C1 Grade 11 Marketing  
ENG4E1 Grade 12 Workplace English  BAF3M1 Grade 11 Accounting 

BDI3C1I Grade 11 Entrepreneurship, Fr. Imm. 
Cooperative Education (2 credits)   CGG3O1 Grade 11 Travel and Tourism 
2 credits in cooperative education tied to ANY  CHA3U1 Grade 11 American History 
credit in the SHSM bundle as long as the   CHW3M1 Grade 11 Ancient History 
placement is within the sector    BAT4M1 Grade 12 Accounting 

      BBB4M1 Grade 12 International Business 
      BOH4M1 Grade 12 Business Leadership 
      CGU4U1 Grade 12 Geography: Human Patterns 
      CGW4U1 Grade 12 Canadian and World Issues 
      CHY4U1 Grade 12 History: West and the World 
      CIA4U1 Grade 12 Economics 
      CLN4U1 Grade 12 Cdn and International Law 

 
 
 
 
 
 



2. SECTOR –RECOGNIZED CERTIFICATIONS AND TRAINING 
 

Three (3) Compulsory 
Cardio-Pulmonary Resuscitation 

(CPR) Level A 
Generic instruction about 

Workplace Hazardous Materials 
Information System (WHMIS) 

Standard First Aid 

Three (3) Electives (from the list below) 
Curatorial Techniques Customer Service Electrical Safety Elevated Work Platforms 

Fall Protection Framing and Matting Health and Safety – 
Basic 

Instructor Certification 

Lighting and Sound 
Equipment Maintenance 

Make-up/Cosmetology Musical Instrument 
Repair 

Portfolio Development 

Proper lifting and carrying 
techniques 

Pyrotechnics Recording Equipment Sewing 

Software: Animation Software: Graphic Arts Software: Photography Stage Combat 
Taping for Dance 

Performance 
Technical Staging Training in an Art Form 

(e.g. mime, improve) 
Training in a Technique 

(e.g. figure drawing) 
 
3. EXPERIENTIAL LEARNING ACTIVITIES 
 

� Planned learning activities that take place outside the traditional classroom setting 
� Can include job shadowing (day long observation of an artist), job twinning (observation of a coop 

student), work experience (one or two week work placement), virtual work experience and coop 
 
4. REACH AHEAD ACTIVITIES 
 

� Must be connected with the postsecondary destination of the student 
� Will have an assignment or task associated with it 

 
5. ONTARIO SKILLS PASSPORT 
 

� Development of skills and work habits required in the sector 
� Primarily developed through the coop placement 
�  


