HAMILTON-
WENTWORTH

SCHOOL
BOARD

=

DISTRICT Parent | nvolvement Survey

The home/school partnership is one of the essential components of an effective school. This survey is designed to help us
better understand the level of parental involvement both at school and at home and help guide us in school improvement
planning. Please take a few minutes to complete the following survey and help us gather important information about our
partnership and how we, as a team, can enhance your child’s school experience. Your participation in this survey is
voluntary. Results will only be reported in summary form; no individual person will be identified.

Part A: Tel UsAbout Yoursaf (Demogr aphics)

School Name:

Gender of person completing this survey:
___ femae
____male

____filled out by more than one person

Please identify the number of children that you have in each division at this school. If your children arein a
gpecia class, please indicate their grade level.

____Junior/Senior Kindergarten
____ Primary (grades 1-3)
____Junior (grades 4-6)
____Intermediate (grades 7-8)
____Senior (grades 9-12)

Part B: Helping your Child

It isimportant for schoolsto provide families with information that will assist them in establishing home
environments to support children as students. In this section of the survey, we are interested in finding out if
there are any topics of information that parents need to assist them in supporting their children as students.

1) Which topics would you like more information about in order to help your child do well in school ?

Not at all
I nterested

A little
I nterested

Somewhat
Interested

Very
I nterested

Extremely
Interested

Child/adolescent devel opment

a

a

a

a

a

Communicating with children / teens

How to help my child(ren) learn at home

Substance abuse awareness (tobacco,
alcohol, drugs)

00|00

0|00

00|00

0|00

0|00

Children’s self esteem

Bullying

Peer Pressure

Health and nutrition

Discipline techniques

Anti-racism

Motivating my child(ren)

Time management skills

0|0|0|0|0|0|0|0

000|000 |00

0|0|0|0|0|0|0|0O

0000|0006

0|0|0|0|0|0|0|0

Please list any other topics you may be interested in:




Part C: Communication

We want to communicate clearly to you and we want you to be able to communicate to us. This part of the
survey deals with the effectiveness of the school’s current forms of communication and how you use them.

1) Thetable below lists some of the ways that schools communicate with parents. Please rate the effectiveness
of these forms of communication in your school community.

Not at all | A Little | Somewhat Very Extremely | Don’t Not

Effective | Effective | Effective | Effective | Effective | Know | Available
School newsletter a a =) a a =] a
Meet the teacher/open Q a Q a a Q a
house
Student agendas a a Q a Q Q Q
Report cards Q a Q a a Q a
Parent/teacher a a ] a a a a
interviews
School Council a a Q a Q Q Q
meetings
Home and School a a ] a a a a
Association meetings
School webpage ] a =) a Q Q Q
Telephone Q a Q a ] Q a
conversations
School sign a a Q a =] Q Q
Email Q a Q a a Q a
Online conferences ] a =) a a =) a
The Community Q a Q a a Q a
Blackboard
(HWDSB Newsletter)
Please comment on any other communication tools used in your school community:
2) How often do you...

Never | Rarely | Sometimes | Frequently | Always Not
Applicable

Contact the school about your a a Q a a a
child(ren)
Attend parent/teacher interviews a Q Q a Q Q
Attend School Council meetings a a =] a Q a
Attend Home and School meetings a a Q a a a
Respond to report card a Q Q a a Q
Read the school newsletter a a Q a Q ]
Attend special events (open house, a a Q a =] Q
concerts, performances)
Visit the school website a =] =) a a a




Part D: Volunteering

Many schools rely on parent volunteersto assist with student learning, school events, and in making
decisions. We would like to know about your volunteer experiences and barriers to participation.

1. Wereyou invited to volunteer at school in the last two years?  Yes No

2. Didyou seek the opportunity to volunteer at the schoal in the past two years? Yes No

3. Fromthelist of volunteer activities, which ones did you participate in during the past two years?

Not
Activity Yes No Applicable
Helped with an event Q a a
Coached ateam a a a
Led aclub or activity a Q Q
Organized or acted as a guest speaker a a a
Volunteered on school trip Q a Q
Served on School Council a a a
Helped organize a Home and School event a a =]
Participated as a classroom volunteer a a a
Assisted with planning graduation Q a Q
Helped to run afund raising event Q a Q
Assisted with the nutrition program a a a

Please list any other volunteer activities that you were involved in over the last two years.

4. What makesit difficult for you to volunteer at the school? (Please check all that apply. If you feel there
are no barriers, check the last box):

__ Unaware of the various volunteer opportunities

___ Conflict with my work schedule

___ Child care responsihilities

Feeling unwelcome at the school

___ Feding shy / nervous about volunteering

___Nointerest in volunteering

___Not interested in the volunteering opportunities offered

__ Language barriers

__ Lack of time

__ Lack of transportation to the school

___Volunteer screening process (police check)

__ Information about volunteer opportunities not received on time
___ Thereare no barriersto my involvement at school as a volunteer

Please list any other reasons why it might be difficult for you to volunteer at the school.




5. Do you have any suggestions on how to get other parents involved?

Part E: Decision-M aking Pr ocess

Schools recognize and appreciate the input of parents when making school decisions and encourage the
development of parent leaders and representatives. This section of the survey asks about your involvement in
the decision-making process in the school.

Yes No Unsure
School Council
1) Does your School Council meet regularly? ] a Q
2) Does your School Council actively participate in providing advice to a a a
the principal ?
3) Are parents’/guardians’ concerns well represented by the School Q a a
Council?
Home and School Association
4) Does the school have aHome and School Association that meets a a ]
regularly?
5) Are parents’/guardians’ concerns well represented by the Home and a a a
School Association.
Other:
6) Have you been involved in any other committees/ organizations Q a a
other than School Council or Home and Schaool that have provided
advice at the school or board level ?
7) Does the school actively seek ideas from parents on school -related a a Q
issues (e.g., School Improvement Plan)?
8) Have you given your ideas or advice on school-related issues to the a a a
staff or School Council members?
9) Do you know how to get involved in the decision-making process at Q a Q
your child(ren)’s school ?
10) Does the school staff consider your opinion when it comes to a a a
making decisions.

11) Would you like to contribute more to the school decision-making process (Please check all that apply):

____No, | am satisfied with my current level of participation.
___Yes, but | don’t feel encouraged by the school.

___Yes, but | do not know how to get involved.

___Yes, but | do not have time.

___Yes, but the time of the meetings isinconvenient.
___Yes, but communicating in English is difficult for me.
___Yes, but | do not understand the issues very well.
___Yes, but | do not fed comfortable.

Please list any other barriersto your participation in school decision-making.




Part F: School and Community Collabor ation

This section of the survey asks about your use of community services. Many resources and services are
available within our community. By collaborating with these organizations, we can strengthen school
programs, family practices, and student learning and devel opment.

Please respond to each of the following statements.

Yes No Unsure
Information about community servicesis readily available at my child’s school a a a
(e.g., Contact Hamilton, Recreation Centres, Public Health, etc.).
Have you used any of the community services/organizations that you heard a a a
about through the school ?
Does the school acknowledge and support events involving members of Q a a
ethnocultural communities (e.g., Black History Month activities, Chinese New
Y ear, Aboriginal Day activities, etc.)?
Do you encourage your child to participate in volunteer projects that serve the Q a a
community?
Have you attended at least one school activity or event to support your child a a a
(e.g., awards assembly, school play, athletic or arts event, concert)?

Part G: Learning at Home

Learning occurs at school and at home. Thisfinal section of the survey asks about your involvement with
your child’s schoolwork at home. As you answer the following questions, please focus on just ONE of your
children at this school. Please indicate which child you will focus on.

Q your oldest child at this school O your youngest child at this school a your only child at this school
Please check the grade level of this child.
___Junior/Senior Kindergarten ____ Primary (grades 1-3) ___Junior (grades 4-6)
____Intermediate (grades 7-8) ____ Senior (grades 9-12)

1) How often do you participate in the following activities with your child?

Not
Activity Never | Rarely | Sometimes | Frequently | Always | Applicable

Help develop reading skills a a Q Q a a
Help develop writing skills a a Q Q Q =]
Help develop mathematical skills a a a a Q Q
Explore career pathways with your a a a a a a
child at home

Prepare for tests/exams a a a a =] =]
Follow a homework schedule a a Q a a =]

Use school agenda/planner for
monitoring learning

Monitor homework to ensure that Q Q Q Q Q Q
assignments are compl eted on
time and done to the best of
his/her ability

Obtain outside educational support a a a a ] =]
to assist with learning at home
(i.e., tutoring, homework club)




2) What other activities do you engage in that enrich your child’s learning experiences (e.g., visitsto the
library, encouraging a specia interest, etc.)?

3) For Middle School and Secondary School Parents:
Do you discuss with your child their course selections before you sign their Secondary School option sheet?
Yes No

Thank you for taking the time to complete the HWDSB Parent | nvolvement Survey. Your
responses will assist the school in better meeting the needs of your child.
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