	Subtraction Strategies

	Using Counters
	Counting Up

	8 – 5 =
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                      Count out 8 chips and remove 3 chips.
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There are 5 chips left.
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8 – 5 =
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	Counting Back 
	Making a 10

	9 – 2 =
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	Knowing 6 + 4 = 10 can be helpful in finding differences from 10
10 – 6 = 4  and 

10 – 4 = 6  

May be used to reinforce close facts:

9 – 4 = 5  

11 – 4 = 7 
 

	Jumps of 10
	Using Doubles

	Using a pattern of jumps of 10 …

17 - 10 = 7
13 – 10 = 3

…may be used to reinforce close facts:
            17 – 9 will be 1 more than 17 - 10
	Knowing 

8 + 8 = 16 

and 

6 + 6 = 12

Uses the idea of “half doubles”

16 - 8 = 8 

and 

12 - 6 = 6

May be used to reinforce close facts:

17 – 9 will be 1 more than 17 - 10


	Related Addition Facts
	Back Up Through 10

	Use reasoning to draw from known facts.
Knowing that 8 + 7 = 15 is helpful in solving 15 – 7 = 8.

Seeing relationships between operations is vital for fluency and flexibility.
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14 – 8 =
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	Back Down Through 10

	This strategy is really about take-away, rather than think-addition.
15 – 6 =
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   5  +  1

Start with 15 and take off 5.  That gets you down to 10.  Then take off 1 more to get 9.
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9 in your head, count back
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Start with 8.


How much to 10? (2)


How much more to 4? (4)


So 14 minus 8 is …? (6)
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