




Which Operation to use in Problem Solving?

Read the math problem carefully.
Using the words in the chart below, decide whether the problem calls for addition, subtraction,
multiplication or division.
For instance: If you see the words “combien pour un” (how much for one), you know automatically that the
problem calls for division.
Careful: Some words can hint at two different operations. “En total”  (in total) can indicate an addition or
a multiplication.

en total
la somme
Combien en tout
Montant de la facture
le coût de
le périmètre

la différence
Combien de plus
Combien de moins
reste-t-il
doit-il
De combien dépasse-t-il
Combien rend-il (change)

Combien en tout
en total
le produit
le coût de
Combien pour 3
Combien dans 4
(rows, groups, multiples)
l’aire
le volume (3 numéraux-la longueur, la largeur, la
hauteur)
Quelle est la taxe?

Combien pour un
la part de chacun
Combien coûte un
le quotient
Combien de ___ en ___?
le moyenne
répartir également

Typical questions and answers:

Combien y a-t-il en tout? Il y a __ en tout.
Combien y en a-t-il en tout? Il y en a __ en tout.

Quel est le total? Le total est __.
Quelle est la différence? La différence est ___.
Quel est le produit? Le produit est ___.
Quel est le volume? Le volume est  ___ cm3/m3.
Quelle est la capacité? La capacité est ___ L/mL.
Quel est le périmètre? Le périmètre est ___ cm/m/km.

Combien mesure-t-il? Il mesure ___ cm/m/km.
Combien pèse-t-il? Il pèse ___ g/kg/t.

…représente-t-il? Il représente ___.
…fait-elle? Elle fait ___.
…faut-il? Il faut ___.

Calcule le total. Le total est ___.



Which Operation to use in Problem Solving

Here is a rough translation of the previous page!

In total
The  sum
How much in all
How much is the bill
The cost of
The perimeter

the difference
How much more
How much less
How much is left?
Does s/he owe
How much further
How much does s/he receive (change)

How much in all
In total
The  product
The cost of
How much for  3
How much for 4
(rows, groups, multiples)
the area
the volume (3 numbers-length, width, height)
How much tax?

How much for one
How much does each get
How much does one cost?
the quotient
How many  ___ in ___?
the average
shared equally

Typical questions and answers translated:

How many are there in all? There are ___ in all.
How many of them are there? There are __ of them.

What is the total? The total is __.
What is the difference? The difference is ___.
What is the product? The product is ___.
What is the volume? The volume is  ___ cm3/m3.
What is the capacity? The capacity is ___ L/mL.
What is the perimeter? The perimeter is ___ cm/m/km.

What is the length? The length is ___ cm/m/km.
How much does it weigh? It weighs ___ g/kg/t.
How much does this represent…? It represents ___.

…does s/he earn? S/he earns ___.
…do you need? You need ___.

Calculate the total. The total is ___.




