
 
PRINCIPAL’S CORNER 

 

Where did the month of September go?   I know, I know, I complain every month about the 
speed of time passing.  You’d think I would be used to it by now! 
 
The start up of the school year is going smoothly—children are settled in to their new 
classes, teachers are looking forward to refining their Teaching/Learning Critical Pathways, 
our Early Intervention Programs are up and running—the machinery of learning is humming 
along. 
 
Our EQAO results from last June are in and the reading and writing scores, while remaining 
above Board and Provincial levels, were lower than last year.  We have started to ―unpack‖ 
some of the individual data results and are looking at our strengths and weaknesses relative 
to specific curriculum expectations.  We will use what we learn to drive part of our school 
improvement plan for 2011-2012.  We will make one of our main foci writing in an effort to 
improve our results. 
 
This year, as our Community/Culture/Caring focus, we will be working through some of the 
lessons in the Skill Streaming Program.  This program helps kids to cope with social 
situations.  The sixteen lessons that we will be doing this year are: Listening, Asking for Help, 
Knowing Your Feelings, Expressing Feelings, Using Self Control,  Avoiding Trouble, Problem 
Solving, Negotiating, Joining In, Suggesting an Activity, Accepting ―No,‖  Dealing w/ Group 
Pressure, Dealing with Being Left Out, Responding to Teasing, Dealing with Losing and 
Being a Good Sport.  We are also looking into starting up the Peer Mediation Program at 
Greensville.  Stay tuned… 
 
I had the opportunity to be in-serviced on the new Hamilton Police/School Board Protocol 
(2011) in September and am happy to report that the new Protocol is concise and more 
streamlined than the last one.  It is in my office if anyone would like to examine it.   
 
We had a Mad Science Assembly last week and the registration forms are coming in.  We 
run Mad Science only in the fall, so if you are interested in having your child participate, now 
is the time. 
 
Over the past year, we have published a list monthly of the items in our Lost and Found.  
This did not reduce our collection by much, so we will no longer do that.  Instead, each time 
we have an assembly, we will parade found items before the student body in the hopes that 
they will be claimed.  I am pleased to report that today at our assembly at least ten items 
were reunited with their owners. Please make sure to label all clothing that might be 
removed at school with your child’s name.  
  
Mrs. K. Fischer 
 

Terry Fox Run  
Our Terry Fox run was a success.  We got the run in before the rain and the 
school and community raised over $500.  Thank you for your support.   
Mrs. Kosempel 
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Let Us Be Thankful……..              
As Thanksgiving approaches, let us turn our thoughts to those whose fortune is quite 
different than ours.  Once again, Greensville School is proud to be supporting an 
international charity with Canadian roots – Sleeping Children Around the World. 
By now you will have received a pamphlet about this life-changing organization, providing a 
mat or mattress, pillow, sheet, blanket, mosquito net, clothing, shoes, and school supplies to 
needy children in third world countries.  Although each bed kit costs $35.00, any amount of 
donation is gratefully accepted.  In past years, Greensville has raised enough money to build 
nearly 100 kits.  (And, every cent goes towards the kits.  Volunteers are responsible for 
putting them together and delivering them).  This is an easy way for us to make such a 
marked improvement in a child’s life, so please send in what you can. 
Donations gratefully accepted until October 7th. 
 

Library Book Exchange Days – Below is a list that includes your child’s day 
for book exchange. *Please help them remember to bring their books on their 
exchange day. I am regularly buying new books that I’d love them to 
experience! 
 

Day 4 Book Exchange – Classes 1S, 1/2N, 2G and 4P 
Day 5 Book Exchange – Classes 3K, 3G, 4/5B and 5K 
 
JK and SK classes are a bit different, as they are on a Monday to Friday schedule. Book 
exchange days will be as follows:  
 
JK (Mrs. Tyrosvoutis) – Friday 
JSK (Mr. Duggan) – Thursday 
SK – (Mr. Duggan) - Wednesday 
 
We will be learning about how to look after and keep track of books and the students will be 
responsible for the books that they sign out. They are allowed to keep them for a maximum 
of 3 weeks. After that time, they are considered overdue. It is the responsibility of the 
student to pay for or replace any books that are lost or damaged. A notice will come 
home when a book is more than 2 weeks overdue. After 2 notices, a bill will be sent asking 
for replacement cost. 
Mr. Carle 
 

School Archives  
Mr. Carle is working with an enrichment group to organize and update our 
school archives. Greensville School has existed since 1848 and there must be 
lots of interesting items out there that could be added to the school collection. 
We are currently looking for donations. If you have anything that might 
deserve a permanent place in the archives, please send them in ASAP. 

Pictures, memorabilia etc would be appreciated. If items are labeled with names and dates, 
that's even better. Please remember, we would love to have originals in the archives, BUT, if 
you have Greensville School Memorabilia that you would like to keep, we would love to have 
the opportunity to scan it and keep digital copies. Thanks for your help! 
Mr. Carle 
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Rockton Fair 
Many of our Greensville students worked very hard this past June to complete entries 
for the Rockton fair.  In the past we have been well represented in winning ribbons 
and monetary prizes. If your family gets a chance to visit the Rockton Fair over the 
Thanksgiving Holiday, please take a moment to visit the school exhibit pavilion.  The 

exhibits will be returned to the school and proudly displayed on our school bulletin boards 
sometime in October.  
Best wishes to all of our participating students. 
D Green 
 

Garden Club 
Many grade 4 and 5 students have signed up for our Garden Club this month. The 
students will be busy on their nutrition break planting tulip bulbs, weeding and 
preparing our gardens for the winter months ahead. Our gardens may take on a 
whole new look October 31st. So beware!  A special thank you goes to the 

Spenler family for putting down mulch in the front gardens. 
D Green & L. Nyitrai 

 
Grizzly Snack Shack   
The Snack Shack is up and running and offering snacks that meet the 
Nutrition Policy criteria at first nutrition break on Tuesdays.  On offer are 
Terra Cotta Cookies at $1 each, Kernels Popcorn and TCBY Frozen 
Yogurt for $2 each.  Any money raised at the Grizzly Snack Shack goes to 
improving program for our students. 

 
Lunch Program   
We started with a pizza day on Friday (Domino’s).  We will try out different 
pizza places over the coming weeks and decide, based on student voice, 
which one we will stick with.  This coming Friday we will have a Pita Day.  
Daily Milk starts today.   

 
 
Early Intervention Invitation 
If your child is in one of our Literacy Intervention Programs (Class Act, LLI, 
Empower), we would like to invite you to join us at 2:15 on October 13th in the 
Resource Room.  We will have the program materials on display for examination 

and will answer any questions that you might have.  See you there! 
 
School Council 
We all know as parents that teachers and school are only a part of our children’s educational 
experience. With the school year now well underway, School Council would like to highlight 
one particular initiative that we participate in to help parents meet the learning needs of their 
children OUTSIDE of school. 
  
Since 2006, the Ontario Ministry of Education has instituted a grant program called PRO, 
which stands for Parents Reaching Out.  PRO Grants ―are designed to support parents in 
identifying barriers to parent engagement in their own community and to find local solutions 
to involve more parents in support of student achievement and well-being.‖ 
  
For the past three years, Greensville School Council has applied and received PRO Grants 
totaling $2,500.  The money received from the these grants have supported a number of 
important events focused on bring parents into the school and helping them discover ways of 



helping their child learn away from school.  Event examples include workshops on literacy 
and numeracy and the puppet making session held last year (and again later this month) that 
taught us and our kids about the arts and storytelling.  Later this year, stay tuned for an 
evening focused on the value of on-line educational resources and the safe use of the 
internet. 
  
This is just one of the important things YOUR School Council does on your behalf to improve 
the learning environment at Greensville for you and your child.  It doesn’t take much to 
become part of your School Council and, in turn, become part of this great community.  We’d 
love to have you come out and hear about your ideas to make Greensville a better place to 
live and learn.  Next Meeting: Tuesday, October 18th at 6:30 p.m. in the library. 
 
Council Members 2011-2012 
David Arbuckle   Chair 
Sasha Spycher –Sulentic    Parent Member, Past Co Chair, Alt. Communications Rep 
Steve Hadcock   Parent Member, Past Co-Chair 
Sarah Mann    Parent Member, Communications Rep 
Brian Csermak   Parent Member 
Marc Brittain    Parent Member 
Colleen Evans   Parent Member 
Rosina Harvey-Keeping  Parent Member 
Ramona Jerome   Parent Member 
Aimee VanMeeteren  Parent Member 
Susan Hill    Community Rep, Secretary 
Cairine Grantham   Teacher Rep 
Laura Santaguida   Umbrella Family After School Care Rep 
Kate Fischer    Principal            
 
Home and School  
Thanks to all our Greensville families who sold Entertainment Books.  We are in the process 
of wrapping up this fundraiser so please return any unsold books or outstanding money 
ASAP.  The money that we raise through our various fundraisers goes directly back into the 
school to help pay for guest speakers, subsidize trips or to purchase items for our school and 
classrooms that directly benefit our children.   
  

If you are interested in finding out more about Home & School, please join us at our monthly 
meeting (next meeting is Tues., Oct 18 at 6:30)!  We would LOVE to have new members who 
can help us with new and exciting fundraisers to further improve our children's time spent at 
Greensville School. 
  

Home and School Members, September 2011: 
Tania Brittain, Co-President, tbrittain@cogeco.ca 

Lisa Spenler, Co-President, spenlers@cogeco.ca 

Colleen Evans, Past President, bevans4@cogeco.ca 

Dawn Brittain, Treasurer, dawn.brittain@sympatico.ca 

Cindy Goodes, Secretary, rcgoodes@hotmail.com 

Jennifer Smithyes 

Ramona Jerome 

Sue VanEgdom 

Anne Campbell 
Stacey Spence   Chris Duggan, Teacher Rep for September 
Megan McGran   Nancy Johnson, Teacher Liaison 
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