
 

Accommodation and Review Committee Meeting Tonight! 
Meet at Parkside High School at 6 p.m. 

Parents – have your say! 
We want to give our students the best schools for the 21st century 

Our schools have empty spaces. Our buildings need expensive renovations. This is why community groups 
are studying our schools to explore options for the future. 

We want parents to understand and help this decision-making process. We want the final decisions made by 
trustees to create the best future for our students. 
- Greensville Home and School and School Council 

 

 
PRINCIPAL’S CORNER 
Our students may not have been in school on Halloween, but Halloween was certainly in the school last 
Friday!  After a few days of drizzly weather, the sun came out to shine on our Costume Parade.  Kudos 
to all for a fantastical array of imaginative, beautiful and scary costumes.   
 
Attached to this newsletter is our semi-annual budget report, showing how we spent last year’s funds 
and an outline of our plans for this year’s funds.  Our staff remains committed to increasing technology 
in our classrooms and our plan over time is to have a Smartboard in every classroom. 
 
Our staff had a very productive day on the P.A. Day.  We spent the morning at Dundana School 
working on school self assessment and planning and the afternoon back at Greensville being trained in 
policies and protocols. 
 
The school year is ticking over like a finely tuned machine.  We were sorry to see Ms. Kerr go, but we 
are very proud that she was chosen to be the interim Union Vice President.  It is a wonderful 
opportunity for her, though hard on the rest of us!  Mrs. Robb has taken over in room 6 and the 
transition is going very smoothly.  Welcome Mrs. Robb!  In room 9, Miss Nyitrai’s hours are slowly 
increasing.  She and Mrs. Ketchen make a grand team. 
 
We are looking forward to a productive fall and winter. 
 

Mrs. K. Fischer 
 
Spring Ahead—Fall Back! 
Remember to turn your clock back on November 6th when Daylight Savings Time ends. 
 
Board Policies 
Just a reminder to check the Board website regularly for policies that may be under review.  
HWDSB welcomes feedback from the community.    
http://www.hwdsb.on.ca/aboutus/feedback/ 
Policies currently up for review are: 

¶ Draft Assessment, Evaluation and Reporting Policy 

¶ Interim Facilities Partnership Policy 

¶ Nutrition Policy 
 
Remembrance Day is around the corner and we will be having an assembly to 
commemorate the soldiers killed in World Wars I and II and all those who have given their 
lives in service of their country. 
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Cancellation of School and Board Operations  

The decision to cancel School and Board Administrative Operations is often a difficult 

call to make. Please be assured that the decision to remain open or to close is 

always made with the safety and security of our students and staff in mind. 

In the event of inclement weather, our Transportation Department advises our 

carriers to drive predetermined routes to assess the condition of the roads. This is done between 

4:00 a.m. and 5:00 a.m. The drivers report back to the carriers and HWDSB begins to receive 

reports between 5:30 a.m. and 6:00 a.m. In the meantime, our Transportation Department is 

verifying the weather forecast through our local media outlets as well as contacting the City of 

Hamilton Works Department to determine where possible what roads have been cleared or when 

they are expected to be serviced. The decision to close our schools is made in conjunction with our 

colleagues at the Hamilton-Wentworth Catholic District School Board based on relevant information 

at that time. School Boards across Ontario have varying polices about the cancellation of schools. 

At HWDSB, the cancellation of transportation is linked to the cancellation of School and Board 

Administrative Operations. The cancellation of transportation immediately triggers the closure of 

our schools. For more information on the Cancellation of School and Board Administrative 

Operation, go to: http://www.hwdsb.on.ca/aboutus/policies/Please remember, as a parent/guardian 

you always have the choice on whether or not to send your child to school. 
Hotline # 905.521.2535  
 
 

 

 

Sleeping Children Around the World 
I would like to extend a heartfelt Thank You to all the children, families and staff of Greensville who 
donated to Sleeping Children Around the World. Your generosity will touch the lives of more than 30 
children.  Over $1100.00 was raised to purchase bedkits (each with a ground sheet, pillow, blanket, 
mosquito net, clothes and school supplies.)  It is truly amazing to realize how far $35.00 will go in a 
third world country.  All supplies for the kits are purchased in the country where the kits are being 
delivered, so not only do the children benefit from our gifts, but also the workers who are responsible 

for manufacturing those goods.  Again, thank you.       - L. Seldon 
 

Garden Club 
Our garden club has planted tulip bulbs to brighten up our gardens in the Spring and put 
up some Halloween decorations.  The Garden Club will lie dormant now, as the plants do, 
and revive when the sun has warmed the ground again.  Thanks to all who have 
participated to make the front of our school look great.  We’ll look forward to working again 

with you, and any others who would like to join us in the Spring. 
 
Grizzly Snack Shack   
The Snack Shack continues to offer snacks that meet the Nutrition Policy criteria 
at first nutrition break on Tuesdays.  On offer are Terra Cotta Cookies at $1 each, 
Kernels Popcorn and TCBY Frozen Yogurt for $2 each.  Any money raised at the 
Grizzly Snack Shack goes to improving program for our students. 

 
Universal Children’s Day – November 20, 2011 
In December 1954, the General Assembly recommended that all countries 
institute a Universal Children's Day, to be observed as a day of worldwide 
fraternity and understanding between children. It recommended that the Day was 
to be observed also as a day of activity devoted to promoting the ideals and 

objectives of the Charter and the welfare of the children of the world. The Assembly suggested to 
governments that the Day be observed on the date and in the way which each considers 
appropriate. The date 20 November marks the day on which the Assembly adopted the Declaration 
of the Rights of the Child, in 1959, and the Convention on the Rights of the Child, in 1989. 
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http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/1386%20(XIV)
http://www.un.org/ga/search/view_doc.asp?symbol=A/RES/1386%20(XIV)
http://www2.ohchr.org/english/law/crc.htm


Animals in School 
Please note that there is a new Board Policy on Animals in schools that can be viewed on the 
website.  Owners bringing pets in for any reason must show proof of liability insurance, licensing 
(when applicable) and proof of good health for the animal.  There is a form to fill out as well.  Please 
make any arrangements for showing an animal in school well in advance.  Thanks 
 
School Budget Semi-Annual Report 2010-2011 
 

Percent of 

budget 

(35,396.) 

Spent on Description 

7.3 Technology Computers, projectors, software, cables, etc. 

0.4 Postage Stamps 

25.8 Textbooks  

2.4 Office supplies  

6.0 Furniture, equipment, 

repairs 

Guided reading tables, chairs 

10.2 Print/Copy Copier rental, paper 

35.9 Classroom Supplies  

2.8 Occ. Teachers, ñSchool 

Businessò 

Release for IEP writing, prep payback 

8.2 Phone/Voice  

99.0   
 

School Budget 2011-2012 
 

Percent of 

budget so far 

(24,514)* 

Spent on Description 

<1 Technology Computers, projectors, software, cables, etc. 

<1 Postage Stamps 

17.2 Textbooks  

<1 Office supplies  

5.4 Furniture, equipment, 

repairs 

Library Chairs, classroom carpets,  disposal of 

old furniture 

1.7 Print/Copy Copier rental, paper 

15.3 Classroom Supplies  

6.4 Occ. Teachers, ñSchool 

Businessò 

Release for IEP writing, prep payback 

0 Phone/Voice  

ca. 47.4   
 

Above is a break down of how the 2010-2011 budget was spent last year and how we have spent our 
budget this year so far.  In addition to the yearly costs of classroom supplies, office supplies, 
photocopying, phones, textbooks, occasioaletc., we remain committed to spending on technology 
(i.e., smartboards in every classroom) and classroom libraries. 
 
*Our budget is considerably smaller than last year’s, partially due to declining enrolment, but also 
because there are changes to the budget over the course of the year. 
 

School Generated Funds  
The School Generated Funds report will be published in the December Newsletter. 
 



School Council 

Parents working with Greensville School Council are active for their own reasons. 

Aimee Van Meeteren, one of our newest members, talks about her reasons :  
ñOne of my reasons on joining the Council is to t ry and have a bit more of a 

say on the Nutritional components with the school board.  
HWDSB has a new nutritional policy on their website. I think it ôs great that 

the School Board is trying their best to encourage a healthier lifestyle for our 
kids in thei r learning environment. One thing that I find missing, and this is 

more likely  because of my own children, is an option for those with food 
sensitivities.  

There are a lot of concerns with children who lack focus and impulse control. 

These conditions are c ommonly linked to food sensitivities. The most 
common foods in this category are:  

¶ Gluten and wheat products  
¶ Dairy  

¶ Eggs  
My son suffers from these sensitivities and just by cutting them out we have  

found a significant difference in his skin conditions, atten tion span, 
rationality and even his asthma. Personally, I would love to see these 

addressed in the board ôs policy, even just to recognize that this is a 
condition that a lot of kids suffer with.  

Greensville Elementary can be a powerful voice in our commun ity and for 
our children. Contributing to these types of policy papers can really make a 

difference. ò 
Passionate parents like Aimee are always welcome to share their views on issues 

related to the educational environment at Greensville.  

We would also like to invite interested parents to come to our next School 
Council meeting on November 15 at 6:30pm.  Ward 14 & 15 School Trustee 

Karen Turkstra is scheduled to delegate to Greensville School to talk about a 
number of education issues happening in our area.  If you do wish to attend this 

meeting, please RSVP to School Council Chair Dave Arbuckle 
(arby2001@hotmail.com) to ensure we have adequate seating for everyone.  
 
 
Council Members 2011-2012 
David Arbuckle   Chair 
Sasha Spycher –Sulentic    Parent Member, Past Co Chair, Alt. Communications Rep 
Steve Hadcock   Parent Member, Past Co-Chair 
Sarah Mann    Parent Member, Communications Rep 
Brian Csermak   Parent Member 
Marc Brittain    Parent Member 
Colleen Evans   Parent Member 
Rosina Harvey-Keeping  Parent Member 
Ramona Jerome   Parent Member 
Aimee VanMeeteren  Parent Member 
Susan Hill    Community Rep, Secretary 
Cairine Grantham   Teacher Rep 
Laura Santaguida   Umbrella Family After School Care Rep 
Kate Fischer    Principal            
 



Home and School  
  

We would like to thank all families who supported our Entertainment Book Fundraiser.  
Together we raised almost $2000 which will go directly back into the school to fund 
classroom supplies, trips etc.   
  

Later this week, we will be sending home order forms for MacMillan's frozen goods that will 
be delivered to the school on Tuesday, December 6th. These are especially useful with the 
holidays fast approaching -  this way you always have something in your freezer that can be 
quickly baked or cooked.  We need to have all orders and money back into the school by 
Thursday, November 17th.   
  

If you are interested in joining our group or have new ideas that would benefit our school, 
please talk to any of our members or better yet, join us at our next meeting - Tuesday, Nov 
15 at 6:30 in the Library. 
 
Home and School Members, September 2011: 
Tania Brittain, Co-President, tbrittain@cogeco.ca 

Lisa Spenler, Co-President, spenlers@cogeco.ca 

Colleen Evans, Past President, bevans4@cogeco.ca 

Dawn Brittain, Treasurer, dawn.brittain@sympatico.ca 

Cindy Goodes, Secretary, rcgoodes@hotmail.com 

Jennifer Smithyes 

Ramona Jerome 

Sue VanEgdom 

Anne Campbell 
Stacey Spence   Chris Duggan, Teacher Rep for September 
Megan McGran   Nancy Johnson, Teacher Liaison 
 
 
 
 
 
Face the flu. Get your shot.  
 
What is the flu?  

¶ The flu is also known  as influenza  
¶ The flu is a serious disease caused by a  virus that affects the air passages  
¶ People who get the flu may have a fever, chills, cough, runny eyes, stuffy nose, sore throat, headache, muscle 

aches, extreme weakness and fatigue  
¶ Children can also  have earaches, nausea, vomiting or diarrhea  
¶ Some people can become very sick and need to go to hospital  
¶ The flu spreads easily from an infected person through coughing and sneezing. It can also spread by touching 

objects or surfaces with the virus on them  (like unwashed hands, toys and eating utensils.  
¶ Illness due to flu usually lasts 2 -7 days or longer for older adults and people with chronic diseases  

 
How well does the flu shot protect against the flu?  

¶ In healthy children and adults, the flu shot is abo ut 70 -90 percent effective in preventing the flue  
¶ In the elderly, the flu shot has been shown to prevent pneumonia, hospitalization and even death  

 
Who should NOT get the flu shot?  

¶ Infants under the age of six months  
¶ Anyone who has a known allergy or hyper sensitivity to any part of the vaccine. The nurse can tell you what is in 

the flu shot  
¶ Persons who have had symptoms like redness in both eyes that are not itchy, and/or swelling of the face, 

difficulty breathing, difficulty swallowing, hoarseness or sore throat within 24 hours of receiving the flu shot  
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2011 – Public Health Community Flu Clinics “Face the flu. Get your shot.” 

Tuesday, Nov. 1 Immaculate Conception Catholic Elementary 3:00 ï 7:00 pm.  470 Kitty Murray Lane, Ancaster 

Wednesday, Nov. 2 Cardinal Newman Catholic Secondary School 4:00 -8:00 pm. 127 Gray Rd, Stoney Creek 

Thursday, Nov.3 Waterdown District High School 3:00-7:00 pm. 215 Parkside Dr. Waterdown 

Friday, Nov. 4 Valley Park Arena and Recreation Centre 3:00-7:00 pm. 970 Paramount Dr. Stoney Creek 

Saturday, Nov. 5 Hamilton East Kiwanis Boys & Girls Club 10:00 am -2:00 pm. 45 Ellis Ave. Hamilton 

Monday, Nov. 7 Dundas Lions Memorial Community Ctre 11:00 am.- 3:00 pm. 10 Market St. S. Dundas 

Tuesday, Nov.8 Sackville Hill Senior Centre 4:00-8:00 pm. 780  Upper Wentworth St. Hamilton 

Wednesday, Nov. 9 Central Library 12:00-4:00 pm. 55 York Blvd. Hamilton 

Thursday, Nov.10 McMaster University Medical Centre/ 
McMaster Childrenôs Hospital  - Main Lobby 

3:00-7:00pm. 1200 Main St. W.  Hamilton 

Monday, Nov.14 St. Matthew Catholic Elementary School 10:00 am.-2:00 pm. 200 Windwood St. Dr. Binbrook 

Tuesday,Nov.15 St. Thomas More Catholic Secondary School 4:00-8:00 pm. 1045 Upper Paradise Rd. Hamilton 

Wednesday, Nov.16 Saltfleet Secondary School 4:00-8:00 pm. 108 Highland Rd. W. Stoney Creek 

Thursday, Nov.17 Waterdown District High School 3:00 -7:00 pm. 215  Parkside Dr. Waterdown 

Tuesday, Nov.22 Juravinski Hospital ï Main Lobby 3:00-7:00 pm. 711 Concession St. Hamilton 

Thursday, Nov.24 Hamilton General Hospital-Main Lobby 12:00-4:00 pm. 237 Barton St. E. Hamilton 

Friday, Nov.25 Sackville Hill Senior Centre 11:00 am.-3:00 pm. 780 Upper Wentworth St. Hamilton 

Saturday, Nov.26 Meadows Long Term Care Centre 12:00-4:00 pm. 12 Tranquility Ave. Ancaster 

Monday, Nov.28 Dundas Lions Memorial Community Centre 2:00-6:00 pm. 10 Market St. S. Dundas 

Tuesday, Nov.29 Cardinal Newman Catholic Secondary School 4:00-8:00 pm. 127 Gray Rd. Stoney Creek 

Wednesday, Nov.30 St. Josephôs Healthcare Hamilton 
Charlton Campus ï Main Lobby 

12:00-4:00 pm. 50 Charlton Ave. E. Hamilton 


