
 
PRINCIPAL’S CORNER 
Less than a month until Christmas and the grass is still green.  I have one rose still blooming in the 
garden.  What a lovely fall this has been!   
We are still in the stage of having lots of outdoor clothing in the Lost and Found as our students wear it 
outside and then shed layers as their active play warms them up.  Our new system of parading the lost 
and found items around in an assembly has been very successful in returning lost items to their 
owners.  I encourage you to label ALL of your children’s clothing and belongings so that our efforts to 
match them to the children are guaranteed. 
Speaking of winter clothing, please remember that, as the snow starts to fly, the rule for outdoor wear 
is: If there is snow on the ground, boots and snowpants MUST be worn along with the regular warm 
attire.  No boots or snowpants = no outside play. 
Progress Reports went home on the 15th of November and by now most of you have had an opportunity 
to discuss your child/ren’s progress with the classroom teachers.  These reports give an assessment of 
how the children are moving along the continuum of learning rather than assigning marks to any 
specific learning strands.  The first report card to do that will come home in February. 
 

If I don’t see you before the break, I wish you all a peaceful, relaxing and safe holiday 
and a joyful start to the New Year.          ~Mrs. K. Fischer 
 

Winter Concert 
Our multi-talented students and staff have been working hard on the production of 
another stellar Winter Concert for the end of the month.  Since the music room is next to 
the office, I am privy to the regular practice sessions and am getting into the spirit of the 
season, hearing an array of holiday music.  The Concert performances this year will be in 
the afternoon on the 21st and 22nd of December and on the evening of December 22nd.   

 
Book Fair 
The Book Fair will be running December 16th until the 22nd as well, giving you the 
opportunity to pick up some books for under the tree. 
 
 
Annual Mitten Tree and Food Drive 
During the month of December, Greensville School will be collecting mittens, scarves, 
socks, and winter outerwear to donate to a needy school in Hamilton.  Gently used 
clothing for the Clothes Closet is also needed. Food donations for the food bank will also 
be collected and delivered to the food bank in Dundas.  Thank you for your generosity. 

 
Skating 
Our annual skating trip will be on the morning of December 23rd.  Parents are welcome 
to join us at the Market Street Arena in Dundas.  The Juniors (Grade 4-5) will skate from 
9-10 a.m. and the Primaries (Grades 1-3) will skate from 10-11 a.m.  Donations/loans of 
skates for those who don’t have them are welcomed.  Children must wear helmets on 
the ice.  Hot Chocolate and Cookies will be served upon returning to the school. 

 
 
Milk Money 
If you wrote a post-dated cheque for Milk, please be aware that Mrs. Wannamaker will be 
cashing the cheques in January. 
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School Generated Funds  
The following is a report on the school generated funds 2010-2011 

  Opening       Ending 

  Balance 
$ 

collected $ spent    Balance 

Category Sept. 2010 2010-11 2010-11 Breakdown of $ Spent June 2011 

Book Fair $285.42 $4,458.45 $3,904.97 $3,904.97   books $838.90 

Cafe $582.49 $721.91 $922.50 $922.50   T-shirts and café supplies $381.90 

Cookies $0.00 $1,910.42 $1,246.93 $1,246.93   cookies $663.49 

Milk $15.52 $9,267.38 $7,736.21 $7,736.21   chocolate and white milk $1,546.69 

Pita Pit $0.00 $4,760.72 $3,993.01 $3,993.01   pitas $767.71 

Pizza $0.00 $3,531.92 $3,712.17 $3,712.17   pizza -$180.25 

Popcorn $2,465.19 $1,255.55 $709.50 $709.50   popcorn $3,011.24 

Smoothies $0.00 $521.50 $479.85 $479.85   smoothies $41.65 

Yogurt Tubes $2,056.08 $184.00 $55.90 $55.90   yogurt tubes $2,184.18 

Principal Fund $14,607.49 $6,157.13 $8,240.94 $1,404.38   agendas $12,523.68 

  (includes:   (See details $481.33  classroom supplies   

 opening   in next  $3,213.24  trips & events   

 balance   column) $879.00  water for staff room   
 from      $367.25  movie license   

 June 2010)     $1,240.87  gym equipment   

       $594.89  grad, incentives, celebrations   

       $59.98  lice check (top up)   

        $8,240.94       

For 2011-2012, we continue to raise funds through the Grizzly Snack Shack and the lunch program. We will 
spend on the areas in the breakdown column as needed.  Since September we have spent the following: 

Categories Opening 
Balance 

Sept. 2011 

$ 
collected 
2011-12 

$ spent 
2011-12 

Breakdown of $ Spent Ending 
Balance 

Nov. 28/11 

Book Fair 838.90 0 544.23  Books for Library (294.67) 

Cafe 381.90 0 159.95  T-shirts and supplies (221.95) 

Cookies $0.00 $369.25 $272.50   Cookies $96.75 

Milk $0.00 $7,336.97 $1,625.27   Milk (committed for purchase) $5,711.70 

Pitas $0.00 $624.75 $741.86   Pitas (deposits outstanding) -$117.11 

Pizza $0.00 $915.00 $816.12   Pizza $98.88 

Popcorn $0.00 $232.00 $310.75   Popcorn (stock on hand) -$78.75 

Yogurt $0.00 $599.25 $447.48   Frozen Yogurt $151.77 

tǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭΩǎ 
Fund 

$12,523.68 $1,576.53 
 (includes 
ins and 
outs, 
bursary 
and 
charitable 
donation) 
  
  
  
  
  
   

$3,544.90 $154.08 spec. ed. $10,555.31 
(includes 
opening 
balance of 
Principal's 
Fund and 
from June 
2011 and 
photo 
commission) 
  

(See details 
in next  
column) 
  
  
  
  

$169.14 trips & events   

 $0.00 water for staff room   

 $183.63 movie license   

 $1,256.05 computers/tech   

 $1,336.88 in and out   

 $27.02 Roots of Empathy   

 $79.10 grad, incentives, celebrations   

   $339.00 carpet   

  

 

  $3,544.90    $16,418.55 



 
Medication at School 
For those children for whom we have medication (pills, liquid and puffers) at the school, 
an "Authorization for Administration of Oral Prescription Medication" must be filled out 

and signed by parents and the physician even if it is over the counter medication.  These forms must 
be updated once a year. 
 

Swim Team News 
Thanks so much to all members of the swim team.  We had an outstanding showing at 
the swim meet again this year! Not only do we have some of the best swimmers in the 

board, but I am sure that we have the best cheering section.  Thank you to all the parents for their 
support.  Hope to see you out again next year.  
The members of the swim team were, Josh P., Conrad, Cash, Tyler, Jordy, Jace, Kris, Ben, AJ, 
Ewen, Tim, Huston, Matthew, Darcy, Matty, Adele, Clare, Mackenzie, Lily, Jasmine, Fawn, Chelsey, 
Emily, Caelyn, Kristen, Ashleigh, Alexis, Finn, Emily V., Lauren, Sally, Amy, Courtney, Grayson, 
Kendra, Eve and Abbey. 
Swimmers in training for next year; Brandon V, Login W, Colin H.  Thanks for all your hard work. 
Mrs. K and Mrs. B 
 
School Council 
It is a well known fact that, generally speaking, the children of parents who are active in education 
and in the school tend to perform better academically. This is just one of the many reasons why it is 
important for parents to become engaged in helping their children learn and to help improve the 
school in which they learn. 
 
Right now, at the Hamilton-Wentworth District School Board, there is a policy discussion about how to 
best engage the education stakeholders, whether they are students, parents, staff or the community. 
 
Posted for comment on the HWDSB website is a Draft Engagement Pillar Policy. It can be found at 
www.hwdsb.on.ca/feedback. It proposes a number of guiding principles and objectives for ensuring 
all interested parties are given an opportunity to interact with the board and school. If you have 5 
minutes, have a look at this short 4 page policy and provide some feedback. 
 
As your School Council, we are always looking for ways to continually improve the school and the 
educational experience for all students. We also hope to share with you other ways that you can 
assist us in these efforts. 
 
Happy Holidays and we hope to see you in 2012! 
 
Council Members 2011-2012 
David Arbuckle   Chair 
Sasha Spycher –Sulentic    Parent Member, Past Co Chair, Communications Rep 
Steve Hadcock   Parent Member, Past Co-Chair 
Sarah Mann    Parent Member 
Brian Csermak   Parent Member 
Marc Brittain    Parent Member 
Colleen Evans   Parent Member 
Rosina Harvey-Keeping  Parent Member 
Ramona Jerome   Parent Member 
Aimee VanMeeteren  Parent Member 
Susan Hill    Community Rep, Secretary 
Cairine Grantham   Teacher Rep 
Laura Santaguida   Umbrella Family After School Care Rep 
Kate Fischer    Principal            

 
 



Home and School  
 Our Connon's "Helping You Grow" Fundraiser  is under way!  Connon Nurseries  have 
Christmas Trees, Poinsettias, Urn Arrangements, Greens, and more.  Just mention 
Greensville Home and School PRIOR to making your purchase when you are at the 
cashier and Connon’s will track our purchases and return 10% to the school in January. 
Connon’s is just east of Waterdown on Highway #5.  On Saturdays December 3 & 10, from 
9am to 5pm, Connon’s Annual Family Christmas Day Celebrations will take place.  Kids will 

enjoy Pony Rides (9am-3pm), photo-taking with live Reindeer (also 9am-3pm), face painting, 
Christmas movies, hot cider, candy canes, and more!   

Also the Samko toy sale is coming up this Nov 30 to Dec 4 at the Careport on Longwood 
Rd.  At check out, please mention Greensville Home and School and they will stamp your 
receipt.  Please take a copy for your records as needed and then hand in your originals 
to the H and S box in the office.  Thank you Greensville for you support. 

 
Thanks to all our families who supported our MacMillan's fundraiser this year - the profit for the school 
is close to $1100.  Please remember to pick up your order at the school on Tuesday, December 6 
between 2:30-5:00.  If you're not able to get to the school before 5:00pm please make arrangements 
with a friend/neighbour to pick up your order for you as the school doesn't have the facilities to keep 
the product beyond that time. 
 
Below is the 2011/2012 Home & School Budget.  Under the expenses column, you can see how our 
money raised is being spent within our school to support teacher's supplies, library/gym materials and 
the Wish List fund which was used to purchase 3 new Smartboards for the classrooms. 

 
  2011-2012  

Opening Balance  17830.64   

     

Fall Fundraiser  1000   

Spring Fundraiser  1000   

     

2010-2011  19,830.64   

     

Expenses     

Bank Fees  400   

Teacher Allotment  4000 10 at 400  

  150 Resource  

  400 French & Art/Music 

EQAO  125   

Grade 5 trip/Grad  1200   

Gifts  300   

Presentations  1000   

Boys Club  150   

Lunch Program  100   

Special Event Refreshments   400   

(Terry Fox/Play Day)     

Garden Club  450   

Library  1000   

Gym  1000   

Computers  1000   

Wish List (Opportunity Fund)  5750 
Used to purchase 
Smartboards/netbooks/projectors 

     

  17425   

  2,405.64   

 



 
Home and School Members, September 2011: 
Tania Brittain, Co-President, tbrittain@cogeco.ca 

Lisa Spenler, Co-President, spenlers@cogeco.ca 

Colleen Evans, Past President, bevans4@cogeco.ca 

Dawn Brittain, Treasurer, dawn.brittain@sympatico.ca 

Cindy Goodes, Secretary, rcgoodes@hotmail.com 

Jennifer Smithyes 

Ramona Jerome 

Sue VanEgdom 

Anne Campbell 
Stacey Spence   Christine Ketchen, Teacher Rep for November 
Megan McGran   Nancy Johnson, Teacher Liaison 
 

 

OPSBA supports the efforts of the Canadian 

Red Cross in Attawapiskat  
 

TORONTO, Nov. 30, 2011 /CNW/ - The Ontario Public School Boards' Association is urging its 

member boards to support the Canadian Red Cross in its efforts to meet the immediate needs of 

families in Attawapiskat. With families living in tents or makeshift wooden shelters and without 

running water, the Canadian Red Cross is mobilizing to meet the challenges in Attawapiskat.  

 

The Canadian Red Cross is working closely with the community and public authorities to 

determine the best course of action to address this crisis. Donations are desperately needed for 

emergency supplies such as heaters, blankets, generators, insulated sleeping mats and winter 

clothing.  

 

"Our member school boards are tremendously giving and care deeply about the welfare of the 

children of Attawapiskat," said OPSBA president Catherine Fife. "Donations made to the Canadian 

Red Cross reinforce our commitment to the Attawapiskat community."  

 

The plight of the students in Attawapiskat has been an ongoing cause for the Ontario Public School 

Boards' Association. In 2008, the OPSBA Board of Directors unanimously passed a motion urging 

the Government of Canada to fund the building of a new school in the Attawapiskat community. 

For 11 years now, the children at Attawapiskat have been promised a real school instead of 

makeshift portables. They were moved into portables 11 years ago when a diesel spill left their 

school environment toxic. Poorly resourced, even dilapidated, on-reserve schools are deplorably 

common across remote Northern First Nation communities.  

 

Conditions for First Nations children and youth are the subject of endless, often ignored, studies. 

The research shows that First Nations children face increased challenges to health and mental well-

being with suicide rates among youth five to six times higher than is found in the general 

population.  

 

Canadians wishing to make a financial donation may give online at www.redcross.ca, call 1-800-

418-1111 or contact their local Canadian Red Cross office. 
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