Dear Best Buy,

Dalewood Middle School has a total of 378 students.  Dalewood provides English and French Immersion programs, a Gifted Intelligence class and a Comprehensive class. As you can read we have a vastly diverse group of student learners. This requires us to offer unique and highly differentiated learning environments. 
Over the past 5 years we have attempted to introduce our students to new educational technologies, but this can not be done on a consistent basis without the proper tools. These include laptops with wi-fi in our classrooms for instant information to analyze and synthesize, Smartboards for continued student engagement in every subject and video equipment to allow our students to demonstrate their knowledge of the curriculum in creative ways, just to name a few.
Dalewood has been pro-active with assisting our students to take the lead when it comes to technology in education. Teachers and students have created an Information Technology Student Team who assists the school in various aspects of technology. For example, setting up AV equipment for assemblies, re-imaging computers, installing local software, in-servicing teachers and students in our school community, hooking up laptops and projectors on the Smartboard, video presentations etc. We just wish we had more equipment, because we are limited to one piece per subject division, which does not make it equitable for everyone. Equitable means giving everyone what they need, and in our ever-growing digital world this technology needs to be a part of our students’ education everyday, every class and with every school activity. We are striving to build Technology Literate Students in the 21st Century and we need your support.
Overall we are attempting to build the skills of research and information fluency, along with innovative presentation skills in our students. The ability to have students be able to search for information instantly through the Internet, online databases and encyclopaedias creates effective informal discussion, boosts involvement as well as creating a vibrant and enriched forums for collaboration and problem solving in all subject areas. What a great way to engage the 21st Century Learners and to promote teachers to embrace today’s ever changing world. At this point in time we can only dream what it would be like to enhance our 21st Century learning environments, and hopefully in the future this hurdle will be cleared allowing us to grow with technology enhancements and not playing catch-up.

Respectfully Submitted,
Ms. Linda Coburn
Information Technology/System Gifted Class/ITC
Dalewood Middle School
linda.coburn@hwdsb.on.ca
http://www.hwdsb.on.ca/dalewood/coburn.htm
Brock University Instructor
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