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Political Cartoons
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Task #1:
Answer the following questions pertaining to Political Cartoons.

1. Does the cartoon have a title? If so, what does it mean?

2. What issue or event is being referred to?

3. What is the setting? Describe what you see.
4. Who are the people or figures in the cartoon? What is their mood? What are they saying?

5. What other objects, symbols, words, or letters are in the cartoon? What do they mean?

6. What comparisons are being made?

7. What is the cartoonist’s view of the issue or event? What does he or she think about it?

8. At what or whom is the cartoonist poking fun?
9. What is the main message of the cartoon? Try to state it in a sentence.
10. Does the cartoonist succeed in getting the message across effectively? Why or why not?

Task #2 Creating a Political Cartoon
Try creating your own political cartoon. Describe on an issue, character, or group that will be the focus of your cartoon. Think about what you want the cartoon to say and how you can say it clearly and simply. Remember not to make it too complicated. You want your audience to get the message almost immediately. Note: All individual and group cartoons will be posted in the computer lab for our Dalewood community to see. Good Luck!
Anchor Chart Help
A political cartoon is a type of drawing used to present opinions, comments, or criticisms of a situation, person, or event. Cartoons help us understand information by presenting it in a visual and memorable way. Cartoonists use many different techniques to achieve their goals: 

Caricature - exaggerating one or more physical features - a large mouth to show someone who often speaks out on an issue. 

Symbols - using a recognizable item to communicate an idea - an elephant to represent the Republican Party. 

Caption - having the characters speak or summarizing the message in a few words above or below the cartoon.

