Oral Communication (Grade 7)

1. Listening to Understand
2. Communicating

3. Reflection

1. Listening

Create a Character Sketch: Purpose, Point of View, Making Inferences/Interpreting Texts> Listen to a sound clip and create a Character Sketch and explain the connection between a speaker’s voice and the point of view or perspective presented. For each trait or characteristic, the student will provide at least one detail that supports it. (Use Character Sketch Template)
Reading Aloud: Active Listening, Comprehension > Collect, organize and summarize information using a template or software (Smart Ideas) (Extend using groups) Introduce Monologues and have the students identify important ideas)

Think/Pair/Share (Think Literacy page 152): Demonstrate Understanding, Analyzing Texts > in Science, make in inference about an experiment completing the task; create a drawing or graphic form to depict the important ideas.

Video Inferences: Making Inferences/Interpreting Texts, Presentation Strategies >watch a video and answer the following questions; complete Effective Presentation Skills Template (Think Literacy page 196)

· What messages did you get from the speaker’s tone of voice/body language/facial expressions?

· How does paying attention to a speaker’s body language help you interpret what is being said?

· What type of presentation strategies did you see and were they effective?

· Etc.
2. Communicating 

Four Corners (four designated areas to select in the room): Purpose, Interactive Strategies > Propose different questions/topic and place Agree/Strongly Agree/ Disagree/ Strongly Disagree posted in the four corners of the room. Students select one according to statements and a spokes person for each group will explain why; acknowledge different point of views; have students recognize that there are levels of formalities when speaking etc. (Extension; request repetition or an explanation from other groups members when meaning is unclear)

Presenting an Argument (Effective Presentation Skills): Clarity and Coherence, Appropriate Language, Vocal Skills and Strategies, Non-Verbal Cues and Visual Aids > Using the Website http://www.discovery.com/ select a topic from the Discovery News homepage and present an argument in favour of one point of view on an issue with technical vocabulary, using a formal structure of opening statement, enumeration of points, and summary/conclusion,  and a straightforward, impersonal style. Encourage students to us pauses and changes of pace to highlight new or important points, and include non-verbal cues e.g., leaning, eye contact. (Students will be encouraged to use Smart Boards, Slide Shows, Website, and Charts etc. to present.)

3. Reflection 

Improving Oral Communication Skills: Metacognition > Discuss strategies to follow discussion (Think Literacy Page 178 -9); understanding information presented by taking effective notes (Think Literacy page 197 including posters) Have students complete a template with a partner to help with listening skill during an oral communication.

· What do you try to find out before you begin to listen to an oral text?

· How can a partner help you clarify your ideas after listening to oral texts?

· What steps help you prepare to speak in a formal situation?

Making Connections: Interconnection Skills > Teacher prompts students with ‘How can your collection and organization of data help you to present it to an audience? Discuss jot notes, graphic organizers, databases etc..

Reading (Grade 7)

4. Reading for Meaning
5. Understanding Form and Style
6. Reading for Fluency

7. Reflecting on Reading Skills and Strategies
1. Reading for Meaning

Reading Various Texts on the Same Topic: Variety of Texts, Purpose > topic (History ‘New France” 7h1) Literacy Texts (e.g., novels, autobiographies), Graphic Texts (e.g., online encyclopedias), and Information Texts (e.g., newspaper, websites etc.) In addition, view a film documentary and the value of the information. (Living in New France 090207, DV)

· Students will select three different texts to from each text area to collect information to outline the reasons whey settlers come to New France and describe how settlers and fur traders interacted with the First Nation peoples. (7h1)
· Additional Learning> Determine which type of text would be effective to find specific information on a topic

· Explain using your research data why certain texts are better than others when looking for specific data

Sorting Ideas While Reading Using a Concept Map (Think Literacy pg 48-54): Comprehension Strategies, Demonstrating Understanding and History British North America 7h17>
· Summarize using a concept map while reading and cite a variety of details that support the main ideas or topic (Think Literacy pg 46-47) 

· Describe the origin (the first stage of existence; beginning) of English settlement in British North America after the fall of New France; describe the migration and settlement experiences of the various groups of settlers…
· Outline the causes, events, and results of the War of 1812
· http://www.civilisations.ca/sitendx/sitendxe.asp
· War of  1812 and War of 1812 19th Century North America
· Major Battles of  the War of 1812 

· British North America circa 1823
· The Selkirk Settlers
· CBC TV History
· http://www.civilisations.ca/orch/www04j_e.html#brit
Recognizing Supporting Details That Help With the Meaning of the Text: Making Inferences/Interpreting, and Extending Understanding, and History 7h37 > Students read History on Conflicts and Change 7h37 about issues and conflicts in Upper and Lower Canada, and about the attempts to resolve them. They will create a demonstration with supporting details to enhance the information and meaning.

Teacher Prompts:

· How does the information in the graphic influence your interpretation of the text?

· What do you think the author wants you to realize about the character’s decision in this scene?

· How is this information communicated?

· Connect some of the ideas to their own knowledge, experience, and insights, to other familiar texts, and to the world around them. (e.g., compare you own experiences to those settlers for example moving to a new school or a new home)

· An Article will be examined for style, format, how information is presented etc. (Article is in Analyze Advertisements, Drawings, Logos, etc Folder)

Book Report (bibliomania.com): Analyzing Texts, Responding to and Evaluating Texts, Evaluating Texts, Point of View > Select a complex text to read and answer the following questions;

· Suggest how the meaning would change if different voices, scenery, character traits etc…

· What impressed you the most – the facts themselves or the way they were presented?

2. Understanding Form and Style
Analyze A Manual, Logos and Captions, etc: Text Forms and Text Patterns > Study graphic texts for meaning and purpose such as:

· Analyze an informational text such as a manual ( (e.g., the use of headings, numbered steps and illustrations makes the procedures easy to follow)

· Create a manual for a piece of software

· Analyze Olympic products and logos or an opening ceremony: http://www.olympic.org/uk/index_uk.asp
· History 7h47 (Analyze the transportation routes for Upper and Lower Canada. What are the main factors that allow the reader to better understand? Create an inventive way to label these routes with a partner.)

Examples of Maps:

· http://www.pc.gc.ca/lhn-nhs/on/rideau/natcul/natcul2_E.asp 

· Edfiles CD  Files (found in Computer Lab Cupboard) 

· Canada in the Making: http://www.canadiana.org/citm/images/images_e.html
· http://www.davidrumsey.com/maps6067.html
· http://www.collectionscanada.ca/confederation/023001-2001-e.html
· http://atlas.nrcan.gc.ca/site/english/maps/historical/territorialevolution/1867/1
Reading Maps (How are they organized to help the reader.): Text Patterns, Text Features and Patterns in Physical Geography 7g19 (Maps, Globe, and Graphic Skills)> Using the EdFiles CD compare various maps and analyze their differences and similarities, and features that help the reader. Organization is determined by Ideas (Think Literacy page 14, & 18 -19)

Map Websites:

· http://www.calgary-city-maps.com/ 

· http://www.fes.uwaterloo.ca/crs/geog165/mapdesign.htm
· How do text features such as; a task bar, hyperlinks, margin notes, ‘Works Cited’ or References’ lists) help to communicate meaning. Find examples from various sources with support data.

E.g., Different maps for different purposes.
Geographical maps such as 

· Canada maps 

· world maps 

· university campus maps 

· online maps such as Mapquest, Yahoo Maps and Map Blast (MSN) 

· entertainment and fun maps 

· bicycle maps 

· air photo maps 

· Geographic Information System GIS maps 

· Global Positioning System GPS maps 

· weather maps and forecasts 

· topographic maps 

· ecological and vegetation maps 

· lunar and other scientific maps

Complex Sentences to combine Information: Elements of Style > How does this help communicate meaning? (Think Literacy page 26-28) and enhance the effectiveness. Students need to collect and analyze examples of the following:

· foreshowing

· metaphor

· symbolism

Activity:  Collect examples of the above and share with the class in a creative way.
3. Reading with Fluency

Word Anchor Charts (Definition Links): Reading Familiar Words > Post terminology used regularly in discussion and later use a thesaurus to improve communication language. (Think Literacy page 33)

Presenting of Unfamiliar Words: Reading Unfamiliar Words >using semantic (meaning), syntactic (language structure) and graphophonic cues (phonological and graphic) each pair of students will select and present a detailed evaluation of the word.

New Anchor/Radio Announcement: Reading fluently> students will read a radio drama ‘War of the World’ or a News Cast to match the form and purpose. (Connie Smith, Cathy Wegner etc.)

4. Reflecting on Reading Skills and Strategies

Reflection Sheet: Metacognition, Interconnected Skills > Teacher prompts; 

· What writing activities helped you to read other unknown texts?

· http://www.bibliomania.com/0/0/frameset.html (Review the fiction books and explain the techniques used to give a quick introduction to the book.)

· http://www.bibliomania.com/0/0/frameset.html (Review an interview and explain the techniques used to in the interview and how the writing structure helps the reader to understand and follow the conversation.) Create on of your own.

· http://www.bibliomania.com/0/0/frameset.html (Review poetry and explain the techniques used to and how the writing structure helps the reader to understand and follow the poems ideas.) 

Teacher Prompts:

· What strategy works best for you when you come to a word or concept that is unfamiliar?

· What questions do you ask yourself that helps you monitor your reading? 

· What is the most effective use of your reader’s notebook?

· How has your experience of writing influenced the way you read?

· How does writing about what you read in your reader’s notebook help you as a reader?

Writing (Grade 7)

1. Developing and Organizing Content

2. Using Knowledge of Form and Style in Writing

3. Applying Knowledge of Language Conventions and Presenting Written Work Effectively

4. Reflecting on Writing Skills and Strategies

1. Developing and Organizing Content
Researching and Writing a School Newspaper: Purpose and Audience, Developing Ideas, and Research > students will develop and generate an article about a potential topic to collectively create a school newspaper > students will be encouraged to identify the steps required to gather information using appropriate copyright and referencing procedures. Students will also interview people with knowledge of the topic and identify and use appropriate graphic and multimedia resources.
· Ten Steps to Writing a Research Paper http://library.ust.hk/serv/skills/libskill.html
· Seven Steps Research Process http://www.library.cornell.edu/olinuris/ref/research/skill1.htm
· Writing a Newspaper http://www.northernstar.info/nina/highschool/write.html
· Lets Write a Newspaper http://www.jhuapl.edu/education/elementary/newspapercourse/forstudents/tips.htm
Organizing and Classifying Pollution of the Great Lakes (Patterns in Physical Geography> 7g19 & 7g28 Geography Expectations): Classifying Ideas and Organizing Ideas > Students will use ‘Smart Ideas’ software and create a “Plus/Minus/Interesting” chart for a comparative study of the following; what effect does pollution of the Great Lakes have on the lives of Canadians?

· http://www.mindtools.com/pages/article/newTED_05.htm
· Great Lake Websites: 

http://www.great-lakes.net/teach/pollution/water/water1.html
http://sitemaker.umich.edu/section5group1/implications__solutions_and_conclusion
http://www.ec.gc.ca/water/en/manage/poll/e_hotspt.htm
http://www.cbsnews.com/stories/2004/09/14/tech/main643305.shtml
http://www.ec.gc.ca/water/en/links.cfm?category_id=6&sub_section_id=5
http://epa.gov/greatlakes/
· Extended Understanding: Using the information you have gathered above write a short report on how the Pollution of the Great Lakes will influence regions around the world. You may select one country to focus on such as, United States and Canada’s Treaty to clean up the Great Lakes. (Think Literacy page 144-46 ‘Writing a Report’)

Determining if Information is sufficient: (The Themes of Geographic Inquiry> 7g1, 7g2, & 7g3 Geography Expectations) Review > Students will organize and explain information with a partner to critically review.

Students will identify and explain the themes of geographic inquiry: see worksheet in Geographic Themes Folder.

· Location/Place

· Environment

· Region

· Interaction and Movement

· Global Issues Organization  http://www.globalissues.org/
· Global Issues http://www.geni.org/globalenergy/issues/global/index.shtml
· Current Environmental Issues http://www.globalissues.org/EnvIssues/
Geographic Resources (7g2):
· http://www.rcgs.org/ccge/english/resources/geographylinks/georesources.asp
· http://www.rcgs.org/ccge/english/Resources/default.asp
· http://www.canadiangeographic.ca/
· http://www.cgkids.ca/cgkids/
· Maps: http://www.cgkids.ca/cgkids/maps.asp
· http://www.geocities.com/enchantedforest/tower/1217/geo.html#a
2. Using Knowledge of Form and Style in Writing
Written Procedures: (Natural Resources 7g38, 7g39 & 7g48 Geography Expectations) Form > Students will write a description of a procedure (See worksheet on ‘Tips for Writing Procedures’), such as extracting a resource in an environmentally sensitive area, the ocean floor. Select one of the following to research and describe; Minerals (salt, sand, gravel, and some manganese, copper, nickel, iron and cobalt can be found in the deep sea) and/or drilled for crude oil.
· http://oceanlink.island.net/oceanmatters/undersea%20mining.html
· http://oceanlink.island.net/glossary.html
· http://www.mar.dfo-mpo.gc.ca/science/ocean/sci/sci-e.html
· http://marinebio.org/Oceans/OceanResources.asp
· http://www.sciencedaily.com/releases/2003/05/030501075621.htm
· Extended Understanding: Voice >Using the information you have gathered and a ‘T’ Chart (Template located in Writing Standard Operating Procedures Folder) describe the positive and negative ways in which the human activity surrounding this resource has affected the health of the environment and person’s involved.

(September 5th)
Self-Assessment of Writing:  Word Choice and Sentence Fluency > Review a piece of your writing and Identify three language choice you have made and explain the effect they had or will have on the reader.

· Similes

· Metaphors

· Adjectives and Adverbs

· Word phrases: however, therefore, as a result etc.

· Combing short and long sentences

· English Glossary http://www.usingenglish.com/glossary.html
· Word Choice and the Writing Process http://www.psesd.org/technology/writeprocess/
Word Processing (Computer Technology): Point of View, Preparing for Revision, Revision and Producing Drafts> 

3. Applying Knowledge of Language Conventions and Presenting Written Work Effectively
· Shared- guided and independent reading text while using/Spelling familiar words correctly (For example: After the Read Aloud in Guided Reading have the students synthesize while summarizing each segment in writing and adding their own ideas.)

· Spelling Unfamiliar Words: Understand the following>
· Sound-symbol relationships

· Word structures

· Word Meanings

· Generalizations about spelling

· Root Words

· Vowel and consonant patterns

· Rules for possessives, contractions and plurals

· Vocabulary: (Sept 5)
· Locate syllables, stress patterns, inflected forms and multiple meanings
· Use a thesaurus to explore alternative word choices 
· Use Thematic dictionaries such as bilingual dictionary

· Research Word Origins http://www.ipl.org/div/pf/entry/48468
· http://students.resa.net/stoutcomputerclass/2la.htm
· Punctuation: 

· Periods after initials, decimal numbers and abbreviations
· Parentheses

· Punctuation to indicate intonations, pauses or gestures
· http://www.factmonster.com/ipka/A0771337.html
· http://punctuation.org/paraanal.htm
· http://www.arts.uottawa.ca/writcent/hypergrammar/punct.html
· http://www2.actden.com/writ_Den/tips/sentence/puctuate.htm
· http://lilt.ilstu.edu/golson/punctuation/
· Punctuation Quiz 

http://grammar.ccc.commnet.edu/grammar/cgi-shl/quiz.pl/punct_quiz.htm
http://grammar.ccc.commnet.edu/grammar/quizzes/punct2_quiz.htm
http://guweb2.gonzaga.edu/faculty/campbell/enl270/quiz/punctuation.htm
http://www.bbc.co.uk/schools/ks2bitesize/english/tests/punctuation.shtml
http://eatsshootsandleaves.com/ESLquiz.html
· Grammar:

· Relative Pronouns (e.g., who, whose, which, that)

· Prepositions including propositional phrases

· Adjectives

· Conjunctions

· Subordinate clauses

· Adverb phrases

· Past, present and future verb tenses

· http://students.resa.net/stoutcomputerclass/2la.htm
· Proofreading: Use an editing check list and use consistent symbols that indicate errors.
· Publishing and producing Finished Works: Effective presentation skills, incorporating multiple Medias and produce pieces of published work to meet identified criteria (e.g., adequacy of information and effectiveness of organization). Also using cursive writing, text boxes with graphics (photo essay) and use bullets to summarize key points.

4. Reflecting on Writing Skills and Strategies

Summarize your Writing Style: Metacognition and Interconnected skills > Students will research several writing style techniques and reflect on their own writing style. They will use a three-column reflection journal to monitor the writing process: (See worksheet in Summarize your Writing Style Folder.)

· http://www.readwritethink.org/materials/lit-elements/
· http://grammar.ccc.commnet.edu/grammar/
· http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/List_of_writing_techniques
· http://www.idrc.ca/IMAGES/books/WFC_English/WFC_English/sitemap.html
· http://www.gooddocuments.com/techniques/techniqueshome.htm
Writing Process:

· http://www.geocities.com/fifth_grade_tpes/writing_process.html
· http://freedom.up.net/~msbones/ww01000.htm
· http://www.psesd.org/technology/writeprocess/
· http://www.brainpop.com/english/writing/writingprocess/
· http://www.suelebeau.com/writingprocess.htm
· http://www.delmar.edu/engl/instruct/stomlin/1301int/lessons/process/intro.htm
Writing Prompts: Metacognition > Students will use the technique of creating and using statements to encourage creative writing within the classroom community. 

· http://www.theteacherscorner.net/daily-writing-prompts/september/index.htm
· Using Microsoft Publisher or Word students will create several writing-prompts geared to many grade levels to share with peers and primary and junior schools.

Portfolio: Students will select pieces of writing and using the skills learned in researching writing techniques they will edit, reflect and develop the piece further.

