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Doors Open, Visitors Enter, Everyone Pleased! Cornered
Doors Open Ontario is becoming quite a success for museums and his- If you have visited our Macassa
torical sites throughout the province. Once again this spring, several Avenue site you are certainly
sitesin Hamilton opened their facilities to welcome visitors and to dem- aware of the formidable collec-
onstrate what valuable resources are often just around the corner in our tion of school cornerstones that
own city. The EAHC was happy to participate for the second year in a gracesthe entryway. Most
row, and so we opened our doors to the public on May 1 and 2. schools have cornerstones built
into thelir structure (traditionally

Advertised on our website, vialocal media and with an impossible-to- in the north-east corner of the

ignore portable sign outside our Macassa Ave. headquarters, the Ar-

chives played host to amost 150 visitors over the two-day period. John

Aikman, Archives Curator, was pleased with the turnout and especially

grateful that some 22 volunteerstook part by supervising and explaining
our various displays and
escorting visitors around
the site.

Cornerstone - LIoyd George School

Aswell as showcasing our

permanent (but continu- building) and the Archives wants
ously evolving and grow- to make sure we recover those
ing) and specia displays, important artifacts when schools

the Archives held a Book are demolished.

and Picture Frame Sale.

By selling off these surplus ~ Thisyear we received the cor ner -
or duplicate items we were stones from the former Fernwood
able to raise approximately Park School and Hampton

The very successful Doors Open Book and Frame Sale

raised $275.00 for the Archives $275.00to helpuscarryon ~ Heights School. Interestingly, the
our archivingwork .... and sturdy vault-like container or
our customers went away pleased with new reading material's, some col- “time capsule” sedled in the
lectible texts and a variety of very useful and attractive picture frames. Hampton Heights cornerstone ap-

peared to have been designed to
last much longer than the 50 years
that measure the life of that build-
ing. After cracking open this
completely airtight container with
an electric tool, what was found
inside? The valuable contents
from a half-century ago were:
(1) acopy of the Hamilton Spec-
tator from May 19, 1954 and (2) a
Hampton Heights 1954 bookl et listing Hamilton
School April 2004 Board of Education officials....
that’s all folks!
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Ken Snell — The Voice of the Archives

Kenisn't redly the official “voice of the Archives’ but his sonorous tones do manage to keep our facility lively
and interesting when he is on board, most Tuesdays. Ken Snell worksin the Archives Library where he busily
organizes and catalogues our collection, in cooperation with a number of other volunteers.

Those of uswho share the area with Ken always enjoy his enthusiasm and sense of humour —and that distinctive
booming voice.

Ken wasthefirst “official volunteer’ in the earlier iteration of the EAHC when the facility was under the direc-
tion of the late Dave Brown. Dave could never be accused of being subtle and one of his first comments upon
“hiring” Ken as avolunteer in 1997 was.” He' s going to work out al right, but boy he talks alot.”

Well Ken has worked out “all right” indeed, and is still regularly volunteering at the Archives some seven years
later. The book collection has grown from some 200 books when Ken started by himself and is now crowding
the shelves at over 8000 volumes of textbooks, early readers and some general fiction and non-fiction of collecti-
bleinterest. And Ken has generously volunteered to serve on our Archives Executive Steering Committee as
well. Always keenly interested in detail, Ken isthe one most likely to ask the pointed question and to ferret out
some important detail or problem we hadn’t really considered.

Ken Snell,

Asif that isn't enough, our “Volunteer of the Year” (in February 2003 — see Volunteer

Newsletter 4 on our website) continues to be a very busy man in other areas.

Ken has been volunteering in various ways since retirement from teaching in
1989. He says: “Early in my retirement | produced a video showing various
members of the Senior Talent Bank at their volunteer jobs. | had never done

anything like this before and, for afirst effort, the video won second prize at

the annua Ad & Sales Club Awards. Volunteering allows one to experiment
and try new and different things, keeping interests alive after retirement.”

Kenisvery activein his church, where heis the Secretary-Treasurer of the
Cemetery Board; clerk of the Vestry Meeting; helps organize the readers for
the church service; does Chalice Bearing for the Communion; helps set up
various schedul es concerned with Readers, Chalice Bearers, Sidesmen and
Prayers. He adds, almost as an after-thought, “| also help produce a quarterly
church newdletter. “

Ken says, “For thirty-nine years | was active in the Masonic Lodge serving
many offices, the longest being as Secretary for twenty-two years. | have al-
ways felt that if | weretojoin any group | would wish to take an active part.”

Mr. Snell has lived most of hislife in the city, attending Ryerson and Central Public Schools and Westdale High
School, taking his B.A. at Wilfrid Laurier University while beginning to teach elementary school.

Ken explains hislove of teaching: “Until | became ateacher my previous jobs were just "nine-to-five" but when
| became ateacher | found ajob | truly loved. Helping young people learn and gain confidence in themselvesis
very rewarding. | taught Dramafor a number of years and this requires great enthusiasm and a strongly outgoing
nature on the part of the teacher.” That certainly describes this guy’ s personality to this day!

Ken offers this sage advice for hisfellow seniors: “Most seniors help out somewhere and would not even call it
volunteering but every little bit counts. And when you are thinking of others you have very little time to worry
about yourself.”

Just the kind of man the Archivesis proud to have “on staff”.
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And the work goes on...

Thanksto our loyal volunteers, the work of the Archives continues.
During this past year, we have been busily archiving materias from
the 12 schools closed in June 2003. Helping organize and catalogue
over 700 items, our usua coterie of ass stants has been augmented by
some new volunteers.

Laila Ali hasjoined Gary Gibson in sorting, labelling and catal ogu-

ing the thousands of photographs we have received. Our two photo

curators would like to encourage schools to keep up their school his-

tory files paying special attention to the photographs that help to pre-

serve arecord of everyday events, as well as special occasions. And ] ,

it would be so appreciated if photos weretitled and dated, if not individu- Archives Volunteer Diane Cole
aly, at least in appropriate groupings. It would make our organizing task so work during Doors Open 2004
much easier, and the records of the Archives so much more detailed and ac-

curate.

Laila' s husband, Sallam Abdellatif has aso become aregular volunteer, devoting his time and talents to enter-
ing computer data concerning our large and valuable collection of school registers.

Hill Park Secondary alumnus Bob L ittle has joined our volunteers as well, taking on the school yearbooks as
his domain. Thisisone of our most requested areas of interest. Bob has aready created a database of all the
volumes in the collection ... of course hiswork will never end as new volumes are added on aregular basis.
That’s what makes the Archives a constant work-in-progress!

Y ou may have noticed that a new name has appeared on our Steering Committee. Lee Gowershasgiven usa
much-needed community connection. Sheis President of the Home and School Association of Hamilton and
besides keeping us informed about the Association’swork, Leeis promoting the good work of the EAHC
through her group and the provincial newsletter.

Ken Snell hastotaled up the number of hours of volunteers for 2003. He came up with the remarkable total of
3773.5 hours of volunteer time. Perhaps the .5 represents the time it took to total all those hours from the
weekly logs. Thank you volunteers!

And we keep getting those important requests for information from people near and far. Curator John Aik-
man reports that the Archives dealt with 62 queries in 2003. That is more than a 100% increase over the pre-
vious year’ s requests, and an all-time record.

One of our most important tasks at the Archivesisto assist schoolsin setting up reunions and key anniver sa-
ries. We not only supply them with ideas and procedures, but those all-important bits of memorabiliathat we
organize and preserve for just such occasions. We are pleased to provide these reunions with textbook displays,
display cases and assistance in photocopying materials.

This year the EAHC has assisted or will assist in the following specia events:

Anniversaries/ Reunions

Y orkview 50 years April 24, 2004

A .M. Cunningham 75 years May 1, 2004
Caledon Vocational 1980's May 28, 2004
Waterdown District H.S. 150 years June 10 -13, 2004
Winona High School 75 (150) years July 31, 2004
Highview 50 years September 2004

G.L. Armstrong 75 years spring 2005



Coming Up in the Near
Future ... or Perhaps
Coming Down

John Aikman has been working
closely with HWDSB' s new Sys-
tem Facilitator for Revitaliza-
tion, Phasell. A longand com-
plex title for an important role.
Ably filling that role is John For-
beck, an elementary principal
with several years experience.
John has aready been busy im-
plementing the School Closing
Protocol originated by the
EAHC. Schoolsclosingin June
2004 include Pleasant Valley in
Dundas, and Robert Land,
Tweedsmuir and Fairfield in
Hamil-

ton.

Besides
invento-
rying the
schools
contents, John Aikman has also
identified several heritage ar chi-
tectural features of those schools
and others already closed. A
digital photo record of those de-
tails has been forwarded to John
Forbeck and others at the Board.
It is anticipated that at least some
of the most valuable architectural
details could be incorporated into
new school buildings which will
replace many of the closed facili-
ties. Hopefully, new and original
ways can be devised to preserve
those more substantial portions of
our educational history.

Sanford Avenue School

Fairfield School —entrance detail

Archives Newsletter 6 Spring 2004 p.4
Money Matters

Our hard-working and meticulous Treasurer is Mr. William (Bill) Lister.
With many years of accounting experience in business, Bill has been
diligent and unfailingly accurate in keeping our financial house in order.
Mr. Lister is pleased to report that for our 2004 accounts (so far) the
EAHC isinfinefinancial condition and that there will be no new taxes...
well that’s another area altogether.

Bill reports that donations and query feesfor the first sx months of the
2004 fiscal year match the totals recorded in 2003,
and that gifts to the Archives are up over 100%.
This putsthe Net Worth (as of March 31, 2004) of
the Friends of the Educational Archivesand Heri-
tage Centre (our managing organization) at
$6,809.77 up from $5774.95 in 2003. For complete
details, see our full Financial Report for each
month, appended to the Archives Minutes on our
website.

Mr. Lister examines the books

Visitors Welcome (almost) Any Time

The EAHC isabusy place most weekdays from September to June. Our
dozens of volunteers are kept busy catal oguing artifacts, documents and
school registers. Some of our volunteers specialize in researching infor-
mation in response to public requests or “queries’. (Seelssue 5 of this
Newsletter on our website). We spend a great deal of time assessing and
organizing memorabilialarge and small, especialy from closing
schools. We provide a secure environment for the many documents and
artifacts, ensuring they will be available to present and future genera-
tionsinterested in local history and the education systemsin this part of
Ontario. Aswell, over the past two years volunteers have worked hard
to construct interesting and educational exhibits incorporating many of
those artifacts, and even parts of school structures from buildings that
have now disappeared.

Now that the Archives Centre has been organized and “beautified” for
public consumption, we welcome tours from interested groups in the
community. We have hosted annual meetings and regular monthly
meetings from afew of our other local historical associations. Recently
the Ontario Geneal ogical Society—Niagara Zone held their meeting at
the Archives and the tireless John Aikman took the 45 members attend-
ing on an informative tour of our facility. On May 27" 35 members of
Caledonia' s Canadiana Club have scheduled avisit. Not only will visit-
ing groups be able to see our displays and collections, but if thetiming is
right, they may also see us functioning as a working organization, with
volunteers busily catal oguing, shelving, and researching.

Other groups have aready scheduled tours of the Archives for the Fall
of 2004. If your group isinterested in having atour of the Archives, or
using our facility to host a meeting, contact John Aikman at 905-318-
3046 or viae-mail at jaikman@hwdsb.on.ca



