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Opening Doorsto Our Past

Doors Open Hamilton was a city-wide
event held in May as part of aprovincial
initiative, Doors Open Ontario. All over
this city and province, museums and
historical sites opened their doorsto the
public for avery specia week-end, May
3and 4. The EAHC was pleased and
proud to participate in this well-
publicized event, and we were especialy
gratified to welcome over 300 visitorsto
our Open House. For most of the visi-
tors, from children to grandparents, this
was their first visit to the Archives.
Many were surprised and impressed by
the extent of our collections and the pro-
fessiona displays on hand. Some were
anxious to utilize our services as well,

taking the opportunity to initiate queries
for future research.

Our Giant Book Sale, held as part of the
week-end’s event was also a great success.
The Archives raised over $200.00 through
the sale of books. Most of the books were
surplusto our collection, and provoked
specia interest from collectors of old
school textbooks. Several other books
were generously donated to the EAHC for

this fund-raising sale, many from the estate

of the late Dr. Harry Paiken, apast Chair-
man of the Hamilton Board of Education.
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Attend the AGM

Our Annual General

M eseting isheld every

fall at the Archives and

an invitation to attend

is extended to everyone interested

in the work of the EAHC. Thisyear,
following a brief business meeting with
year-end reports, we will nominate and
elect our Executive team for 2004. We
are especially pleased to offer a special
talk by Bob Williamson. Mr. William-
son isno stranger to local history buffs
as he has spoken hundreds of timesin
thearea. Atthe AGM Bob will provide
atak entitled The History of High
School Education in Hamilton. This
slide- illustrated talk will trace the evolu-
tion of secondary education in Hamilton
fromits originsto the present day, with a
look at its schools, outstanding educators
and innovative programs.

Adm'\\ one

The AGM will be held Wednesday,
December 3 at 7:00 p.m. and refresh-
ments will be served. Please plan to
attend.

Aikman Newest Media

Super star

John Aikman has been especially busy
increasing the visibility and raising the
profile of the Archives through the local
media. Excellent articlesin all Brabant
newspapers from Ancaster to Stoney
Creek extolled the value of our services
and the Archives collections. Aswell, in
May, John participated in alive TV inter-
view with local radio and TV personality
Matt Hayes. These media events not
only help to make the community aware
of the value of the EAHC, they also spark
many phone calls and offers of materials
to add to our collection.

Rumor hasit John is currently consider-
ing big contract offers from CTV,
Global, the CBC and the History Chan-
nel. He has apparently refused overtures
from an un-named American network to
appear on Secrets of the World's Most
Dangerous School Registers...

Archives Team Rushesto
Rescue

In our last issue of this newdletter (One
for the Archives Issue #4, Soring 2003)
we listed a number of school closings
that were to take place in the summer of
2003. The Archives School Closing
Protocol was put into effect and our re-
trieval team (Curator John Aikman as-
sisted by his valuable volunteers) sprang
into action. Aswe move ahead with the
closing of more schoolsin the next few
years, the need to act quickly to identify,
transport, catalogue and archive artifacts
and documents from those schools has
never been more important.

Over 700 items have been received at the
Archives from the 12 schools recently
closed at the HWDSB. They are now
being sorted, organized, catalogued and
stored at the EAHC on Macassa Avenue.
Some of the items will find new homes
and a place of honour in the new schools
replacing those that have been closed.
Fortunately for the citizens of our com-
munity and all of usinterested in our
educational heritage, Archives volunteers
have been able to ensure these items will
not be lost to future generations.

The Archives continues to receive items
fromindividual donors as well, and we
are grateful for these artifacts, docu-
ments, and photographs that add to the
richness and diversity of our collection.

Volunteers Bob Cruickshanks and
Mary Jarrett hard at work. Really.



NumbersTell Our Story

Some statistics to ponder:

Number of volunteers who worked regu-
larly at the Archivesin 2003: 32

Estimated number of work-hours contrib-
uted by volunteers at the Archives Janu-
ary to June, 2003: 1764

Volunteer hours worked in September,
2003: 236

Number of visitors to the Archives web-
site as of October 29, 2003: 3,238

Minimum number of books catalogued in
the Archives collection. 7,002

Estimated number of photographs and
dlides collected, labelled and archived at
the EAHC: 19,895

Number of schools closed in 2003 in the
HWDSB: 12

Minimum number of items retrieved for
the Archives from closing schools in
June of 2003: 701

Schools identified in the HWDSB for
possible closure by 2006: 14

Projected number of new schools to be
constructed by the HWDSB by 2009: 12

Minimum number of Archives brochures
distributed in 2003: 261

Open Houses and School Reunions sup-
ported by Archives resourcesin 2003: 12

Money raised by the Archives in answer-
ing Queriesin fiscal 2002-2003; $599.65

Gifts and Donations to the Archives in
2002-2003: $1047.09

Number of dues-paying members who
are Friends of the EAHC: 14

Value to the Hamilton-Wentworth com-
munity of the EAHC: priceless.

| One of the many displays at the EAHC

Never Speechless

Our colorful Archivesbrochure de-
scribes the services we provide at the
EAHC. One of services we are espe-
cially proud to promote is described in
the brochure thus: “ Providing speakers
on the development of education in the
Hamilton area when reguested.” Cer-
tainly those who have attended our AGM
or other meetings in the past know that
our Manager John Aikman is afount of
knowledgein thisarea. And Murray
Aikman, our current “Friends of the Ar-
chives’ chair has presented at local his-
torical associations (heis also amember
of the Hamilton Mountain Historical So-
ciety) and recently outlined a history of
Hamilton schools at the EAHC (see
Valuing the Past on p.3)

That reminds me
of a story...

Bob Williamson, our Vice-Chair and a
retired secondary vice-principa has been
a speaker on many local history issues for
years. In the past Bob has delivered hun-
dreds of interesting talks, many under the
auspices of the Hamilton Board of Edu-
cation’s Speakers Bureau. With that
particular service no longer in existence,
we are pleased to sponsor and promote
Bob Williamson as a speaker under the
wing of the EAHC.

See aso the detailed list of Bob's speak-
ing topics on our website, and the AGM
notice in this Newsl etter issue.
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SUPER- intendents
Thanks and Best Wishesto Wayne

As most of you are probably aware, our
liaison with the HWDSB, former Board
Superintendent of Education Wayne
Joudrie was recently appointed Director
of Education for the Grand-Erie District
School Board. We at the Educational
Archives wish him well in this new and
challenging role.

Wayne was a specid friend to the EAHC,
faithfully attending the monthly meetings
of our Steering Committee and keeping
us updated with information from the
Board, and advocating strongly for the
Archives at Executive Council. His
knowledge, advice and sincere interest in
our organization are much appreciated
and his presence will be missed around
the Archives.

Hello and
Welcome
to John

John
Laverty, a
Superinten-
dent of
Education
for the
HWDSB for the past two years has spe-
cial responsibility for Information Tech-
nology and for the opening and closing of
schoolsin the HWDSB. Thoserolesare
in addition to his regular responsibilities
as a Superintendent for East Mountain
Area (ASC #5) schools.

So here at the Archives we were espe-
cialy pleased to know that in addition to
that heavy agenda, John has agreed to sit
in on our Executive Steering Committee
and take over the role of liaison between
the Friends of the EAHC and the
HWDSB. We“officialy” welcomed
Supt. Laverty to our table at the October
Executive Meeting (Minutes posted on
our website) and value his on-going con-
tribution to our organization.

Special Notice

Heritage Speaker CDR. ROBERT WILLIAMSON
1 CLONMORE AVE. HAMILTON, L9A 4R2 (905) 383-6084

Bob Williamson is a seasoned speaker with over 500 guest appearances locally and internationally. He is afifteen year veteran of the
Board®Archive Committee and has written or co-authored several heritage books including the Archive® Sesguicentennia History of
the Hamilton Board of Education entitled, "150 Y ears of Excellence". He has played amajor role in other local heritage society publi-
cations, is presently a member of the Hamilton Historical Board and continues to be a creative force in developing heritage programsin
thecity. Speaking Topicsinclude over 30 Slideillustrated lectures about Our Loca Heritage.




Just Ask Marie!

Telephone calls come into the Archives
on aregular basis. The answering ma-
chine may pick up the call, or if the caller
islucky and thisis Monday, Tuesday or
Wednesday, the telephone may be an-
swered by an actual person -- our Curator
and Manager John Aikman. Ifitisa
typical Archivesday, John will be “out
and about” in the Archives centre on Ma-
cassa Ave., supervising our many and
varied tasks, consulting on an issue with
one of several volunteers or doing the
shifting, moving, and storing that ensures
files and artifacts will be preserved and
accessible.

When acall comesin asking for some
information about a former student in the
system, our Archives “query” processis
putingear. A typica caler may bere-
questing information about a grandparent
or parent who once went to school in the
Hamilton area. Now the caller would
like some detailed information, perhaps
to enhance the Family Tree project sheis
working on. John will take down the
details of the request and get to work on
following up the query — by passing on
the request to someone else!’ That some-
one elseisthisissue's featured volunteer,
Marie Ballantine.

On Monday mornings, Marie works qui-
etly and diligently in the secret vault of
the EAHC, actually in asmall corner of
the Register storage room. Here she has
volunteered to toil for hours, helping area
callers who have requested some infor-
mation about a former student of our lo-
cal schools. The Archives policy isto
charge anominal amount for investigat-
ing queries, to help offset the costs of
photocopying and mailing and to assist
the Archivesfinancially. It'snot alot of
money ($5.00 to open afile and provide
thefirst two hours of research, $2.00 for
each additional hour) but Marieis careful
to log her time, which can occasionally
be substantial. While many searches can
be accomplished in the initial two hours,
but Marie has logged up to 20 hours
(that’s not al in one day!) for a particu-
larly challenging query. If she knowsthe
birth-date of the person and/or the ad-
dress at the time of school attendance,
she can locate the appropriate school reg-
ister and dig out the details requested.
Marie admits that John Aikman is very
helpful here — he has an encyclopedic
knowledge of school neighborhoods past
and present.

Mari€'s job becomes somewhat more
difficult

when she has

to search

information

in the general

registers

used in the

19" cen-

tury — stu-

dentsin

Hamilton

schools were recorded in one yearly reg-
ister for the district, rather than school -
by-school.

Marie has been involved in tracing infor-
mation for entire families, an especially
interesting and rewarding task. Ms. Bal-
lantine saysthat while al her searches
areinteresting, sheislikely to verbalize a
quiet “hooray” when she has at last found
the details she has been seeking.

A few years ago, Marie retired from her
full-time teaching job in the Business
Department in Hamilton high schools,
most recently at Sir John A. Macdonald
and Barton. At Barton she taught one of
John Aikman’s sons, so it wasonly a
matter of time before he would be seek-
ing to tap her organizationa skills.
Marie had volunteered in other places
and first came to work at the Archivesin
our extensive library of textbooks. When
John suggested her current role, it ap-
pealed to Marie's methodical business
sense and she has been researching que-
ries for aimost three years now.

When you call the Archives* to find out
who taught Uncle Bill in Grade 3 and
how many times he played truant, leave a
message with John (or his machine) and
Marie will follow up on your request
with her usual quiet and efficient dili-
gence. We are dl fortunate to have vol-
unteers like Marie Ballantine.

* Our telephone humber is 905-318-3046 and
the Archives e-mail addressis
jaikman@hwdsb.on.ca

Valuing the Past
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Archives, EAHC, and the
Friends

Y ou will notice we commonly refer to
our organization as The Archives and we
are unsure whether that isa singular or
plural appellation, so we will occasion-
aly follow it with either “is’ and “are”.
Aswell the Archivesis (are?) also known
as the EAHC — the Educational Ar-
chives and Heritage Centre of the Hamil-
ton-Wentworth District School Board.
That should probably be the
EAHCOTHWDSB, but you get the idea.
Rather than trying to remember, let alone
pronounce cumbersome acronyms, re-
member the Archives for what we do.

We are anon-profit registered charitable
organization, staffed by volunteers who
contribute hundreds of hours of their time
and expertise to the organization. We
work hard to retrieve, organize and main-
tain artifacts, documents and pictures that
represent the history of education in the
Hamilton-Wentworth area. We provide
searches of records, talks to interested
groups, and resources and materialsto
support school anniversaries and reun-
ions. And much more.

At our Archives centre (that’sthe
EAHC) we have permanent and changing
displaysand people willing to assist you

For de-
tailed g
informa- | We are here™——y-

tion

about the Archives and our valuable
work, visit our website at www.hwdsb.
on.calarchives, visit usin person at the
former Vincent Massey School 155 Ma-
cassa Avenue in Hamilton, or call our
Curator/Manager John Aikman at 905-
318-3046.

Murray Aikman, current Chair of the Friends of the Archives Seering Committee pre-
sented an interesting slide talk at a public meeting last May 6. He spoke on the history
of the Hamilton Board of Education and his didesillustrated many of the schools of
Hamilton dating back over 150 years, and illuminated the regrettable loss of some of our
architectural heritage. There are presently few examples of 19th century school architec-
ture remaining in the area, and Murray, along with all of us at the Archives are working
to ensure at least some of the elements of older schoolswill be retained as the buildings

disappear.

As another positive benefit of this meeting and talk, the Archives gained 4 new mem-

bers!



Hillcrest and the Scottish Connection

The Archives was pleased to receive an unusua gift of letters and
personal recollections from Britain recently. They were sent to
us by Dan Harris who had come to Hamilton from Scotland as a
student in 1940. Paul Wilson of the Spectator is quite interested
in Dan’s story, as you will betoo. Here are some of the details:

Dan was a boy in Scotland during the first days of World War 11,
but in 1940 he was one of many children sent to Canada for
“safekeeping” and attended school at Hamilton’s Hillcrest school
in the city’s east end. Dan has many astonishingly detailed
memories of his years at Hillcrest from 1940-44 and relates them
in detail on the Hillcrest School website at www.hwdsb.on.ca/
hillcrest

Dan Harris today

Some of the highlights:

The pupils entered the back door, which was accessed by walking around the right hand
side of the building. In cold or wet weather, we assembled in the basement. On a dightly
embarrassing topic, the basement toilet facilities were the one aspect of the school | did-
n®like or could never get used to. There were no doors on the toilet cubicles!

Miss Glidden was my all-time favourite teacher. She made school ajoy. | can vouch that
she taught music. One day in her class, she had us standing at the back wall of the class,
doing chair practice. During one of the songs, she suddenly called out that someone was
singing off key. She then pointed to me and told me to take a seat. She was right first
time. It was me! On the day | left school, to come home to Scotland, | wasin grade seven
in Miss Thompson® class. Everybody in the class signed a farewell note, including Miss
Thompson. But there was one other signature. That was Miss Glidden®. That was the
type of person she was. We all loved her.

And thisfinal note which captures the attitudes of Canadian schoolchildren toward the
war then raging in Europe:

During the 1944 year, the school started to collect money in order to purchase War Sav-
ings Certificates. The way the War Savings Certificates system was conducted at school,
was just an extension of what was available to the general public. Anyone could goto a
Post Office and purchase a War Savings Certificate for 4 dollars. You were then guaran-
teed to get 5 dollars back after 7 years. It was one of the war time slogansin Canada,
that 2 times 2 = 5 when you buy war bonds. Anyway, as not everyone wasin a position
to pay 4 dollars outright, you could get a savings book and purchase savings stamps.
The stamps were then stuck in the savings book until you had saved 4 dollars. These
were then traded in for a War Savings Certificate ...

...In order to encourage the kids to come up with as much war savings that they could, a
scheme was developed at Hillcrest. The idea was that we would pay what we could and
collect savings stamps until we had sufficient to pay for a savings certificate ($4). On the
wall at the back of the class, there was a chart. This chart showed the ranks of the Royal
Canadian Air Force. The more you paid in, the higher became your rank. In 1945, | re-
ceived a letter from my classmates after | had moved back to Scotland telling me that a
boy named Roy Hinchcliffe was the highest contribu-
tor."

In February of 2003, Dan made a very kind gesture
towards Hillcrest by donating aWar Savings Certifi-
cate dated November 15, 1944. He stated, "I noticed
thereis a mention that a total of $1441.93 was col-
lected by the school for War Savings Certificates. |
thought it would be nice to return one of War Sav-
ings Certificates to the school, so | have sent you
mine."

John Aikman visits with Dan

ecial thanks to the Hillcrest website for much of this )
= in Scotland, Summer 2003

information.
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Displaying our wealth

Volunteers were very busy in the Spring
of 2003, completing the Archives display
areas, cleaning, and painting thewalls
that hold the many artifacts we have re-
trieved from area schools that have
closed. In our Display Hall we have as-
sembled “living reconstructions’ of
school scenes now long gone. Besides
the typical

classroom

and princi-

pa’s of-

fice, the

Display

Hall also

features

displays

and

memora-

biliare-

lated to the

school

nurse, caretaking staff and trustees. You
are encouraged to come into the EAHC
and have alook. We think you will be
impressed and educated about our past,
and some of you may even fedl the pangs
of nostalgia, especially when you recall
the last time you were sent to the princi-
pa’s office...

And now the pleafor support...
M ember ships, Volunteersand Dona-
tions

Past newsletters and the website have
reminded our readers of the important
way's people can support the Archives.
But we will repeat the message here once

again.

Volunteers make the Archives work. We
are always seeking new volunteers to
help in the organization of our many re-
sources.

Membership in the Friends of the Ar-
chives provides financia support for our
on-going endeavors. $10.00 registers
you as a member entitled to attend and
vote at our AGM, to receive our newslet-
ter and to receive one Archives query
without charge.

Donations to support the Archives, areg-
istered charitable organization are fully
tax-deductible.

You can visit the Archivesin person on
Monday, Tuesday and Wednesday morn-
ings or on the Internet 24 hours a day.



