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The Archives depends on volunteers to organize,
catalogue and maintain our local educational history.
In 2001, our volunteers logged almost 2300 hours of
time, working at the Vincent Massey location. These
hours represent only part of the contribution of our
volunteer staff, many of whom work at home on their
various archives projects and attend meetings in the
evenings, ensuring that the Archives and Heritage
Centre continues to provide the Hamilton-Wentworth

area a unique and

L priceless commu-

nity resource.

We always wel-
come new volun-
teers, of course. In

“5g, October, we spe-
V/ﬂcewaasseyS/fe Front Entrance | cifically need people

who are willing to offer their services taping and
finishing drywall in our new display area.

We are also seeking new volunteers to assist with
sorting and cataloguing books, documents, artifacts,
and photographs. With a number of potential school
closings on the horizon, volunteer help is needed to
collect and inventory valuable artifacts from those
schools.

If you have a few hours a week that you can con-
tribute, please give us a call. Call our Archives Man-
ager/Curator, John Aikman at 905-318-3046 or send

us an e-mail message at
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Volunteer Recognition Awards were presented to
Archives volunteers again this year. At a February
ceremony at City Hall, the Hamilton-Wentworth
Heritage Association recognized the hard work and
talents of John Aikman, our Curator, and Len Johns-
ton and Joy Lane who have worked tirelessly on
school registers. Congratulations and thank you to
these three, andto  our Archives volunteers. Well

done!

Plan to attend the Annual
General Meeting (AGM) of

the Archives. This year our

meeting is scheduled for Tues-
day, November 12, 2002, 7:00 pm at the Vincent
Massey site. We will conduct our regular business
briefly, receiving reports from the Treasurer and the
Manager, and we will have an election of officers.
This will be a chance to view our new display area, a
work in progress that will demonstrate the important
role the Archives and Heritage Centre plays in local
history. This will also be an opportunity to provide
your input into the future direction of the Archives.
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Educational Archives and Heritage Centre
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We recently asked a few of

| our volunteers why they

¥ have chosen to contribute
their time and skills to our

organization. Some of their

Len Johnston,
Award-Winning Volunteer

responses:
5"+ ,." K

" () * Itis something related to my occupation

as a teacher, and | have a desire to see things about

education preserved.
$5 A ¢

of identifying and cataloguing these pictures. And

* | enjoy the challenge

the Archives has provided me an insight into the
history of education in this area — and | am a part of
that too, | guess.

$56 $$"iHh K& ),
much to do .. and Bob

* There is so

Joyee Scruton, Music Specialist

Cruickshanks talked me
into it!

65" $#h &

- * | wanted to .=

see some follow-through
with programs that no
longer exist.

65 " &

) * loriginally
worked with the OGS
(Ontario Genealogical
Society, which has made frequent use of school
registers) then John Aikman told me there was a job
to be done, so | am doing it. He nagged me!

1 /% oo/ (o) )!
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of people who are nice to work with.

2 *: | enjoy working regularly with a group

1o Volunteer or Contribute to the Archives, call John Aikman at 905-3/8-3046
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Did you know The Ar-

chives has its own website?

Fully operational for the
last few months, the Ar-
chives Website provides

you, and all others who are

interested in the history of

local school systems, even more information about
our services. The website also provides access to
some of our databases (our catalogue of photographs
for example), full text of our steering committee
meetings, news of current happenings at the Archives
and full-colour reproductions of this newsletter and
past issues. So far we have had more than 800 visi-
tors to our website.

Our website has links to other sites about education
and local history as well. We’ve recently added links
to reunion sites for some local elementary and secon-
dary schools.

The Archives Website can be reached via the web-
site of the HWDSB (where it is listed as a link) or
directly at  %%(788 §$ &8

Schoolroom reconstructed
In the Archives Display area
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John Aikman is undoubtedly the chief moving

force behind the establishment and continuing func-
tioning of the Educational Archives and Heritage
Centre of Hamilton-Wentworth. As our Manager
_ and Curator, John
8 is the “volunteer of
¥ volunteers”, log-
4 ging some 24-30
11 hours a week
(that’s over 1000
hours per year) at

Vincent Massey

_~ and elsewhere, to

” ensure the Archives
continues to func-
tion smoothly, and
to preserve the educational history of this area.

After retirement in 1996, from his “real job” as a
teacher with the Hamilton Board of Education, John
worked with Dave Brown to help organize Dave’s
vast collection of resources and artifacts into a viable
archives. Following Dave’s untimely death, the
Chairman and the Director of the Hamilton Board of
Education approached John to take on the role as
Curator. At that time, in 1998, the Archives was
housed in the former Ainslie Wood School on Main
Street West in Hamilton.

From the start, John recognized the need to pre-
serve the Board’s past. He had ideas even then about
expanding the Archives and moving it to the present
site at VVincent Massey School. The new site offered
the opportunity to not only preserve the past, but to
display our educational heritage, and provide re-

sources and facilities for research.

1o Volunteer or Contribute to the Archives, call John Aikman at 905-3/8-3046

John has expressed his great pleasure in seeing the
Vincent Massey site develop, according to his origi-
nal vision. Working with the more than 25 active
volunteers, and developing displays give John great
satisfaction. He sees the Archives now approaching
a plateau, where the groundwork is (almost) com-
plete and we can now be more pro-active about
reaching out into the community. He dreams of
someday soon seeing the now-closed Mohawk Trail
School Museum up and running again. Of course
there are frustrations, often associated with funding,
but we all hope that our strategy for obtaining grants
will soon provide us with the resources to employ
more professional conservation processes and to
have the facility act as a genuine museum resource

for local schoolchildren and the larger community.

Men at Work: Volunteers Dan
Wentworth and Bud Windsor

/ 9 + - 4

Our new Display Area is rapidly taking shape
thanks to our hard-working volunteers. As can be
seen in the photographs and design layout in this
issue, the Display Area will add immensely to our
facility as a public resource.

Our display centres have been drywalled and are
ready for finishing and final set-up.  ,# ¥"$ )
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The Archives has been an invaluable source of
information and memorabilia for schools celebrating
key anniversaries and reunions. We recently assisted
with these events at such area schools as Central
Secondary, and George R. Allan and Bellmore ele-
mentary schools. In the coming months, the Ar-
chives will be assisting with a reunion at Robert
Land School and anniversaries at Viscount Mont-

gomery (50 years), Prince Philip (50), Woodward

(50), Saltfleet H.S.(75), Dundana (50), and Central P.

S. -- Hamilton (150). We have also informed other
area schools celebrating significant milestones of our
willingness to help. These include C. H. Bray (50);
Mount Hope (50); Franklin Road (50); Norwood
Park (50) and Rosedale (50).

o+ 1 1 +
When a school closes in our district, the Archives
has proven ready to assist the closing committee to
ensure that significant historical items are not lost,
but identified, organized, catalogued, and retained at
the Archives and Heritage Centre. Our Steering
Committee has ensured the preservation of important
resources for future generations through the develop-
ment of a Board-endorsed School Closing Protocol.
We have seen this protocol implemented in the clos-
ing of such schools as Allenby, Bennetto Middle
School and Scott Park Secondary. Undoubtedly,
during the months and years to come, more schools
will be identified for closure and the Archives hopes
to be instrumental in assisting in the preservation of

our community’s educational heritage.

One For The Archives /s the Newsletter of The Friends of the
Edlicational Archives and Heritage Centre of Hamilton-Wentworth
Written and Edited by Gary Gibson
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One of the goals of the Archives is to

be financially

independent, and to that end we have taken a number

of initiatives. Because the Archives is a non-profit

corporation, - ) )

Yy /! 3 4

- -, . Thisyear, since incorporation, the Ar-

chives has received more than $1600 in donations

and gifts from generous con-

tributors. Thank you!

The Archives charges a

nominal fee for queries — that

o is researching information for

clients — and through these

charges, we have added over $600 to our accounts.

Of course, our facility would not function as it does

without the continuing contribution of space and

maintenance support from the HWDSB.

Presently, the Archives is actively seeking operat-

ing grants from various levels of government and

from foundations. We hope to have positive news to

report soon regarding the success of our requests.

| Draft Plan for New Archives Display Area |
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