
Important Dates 

Photo Day—September 19 

October 5th– Meet the Staff 

(5:00-6:30) 

October 14th—De-Pave Project 

Part 1 

October 28th—De-Pave Project 

Part 2 

Photo Re-take Day—November 

2 

January 25 – Grad 8 grad              

photos 

March  1 – SK grad photos 

June 20th - Graduation 

June 28th—Last day of School 

 

PA Day Dates 

Friday, September 22 

Friday, November 3 

Friday, December 1 

Friday, January 26 

Friday, March 2 

Friday, June 8 

Friday, June 29 

 

School Holidays 

October 9th 

December 25th-June 5th 

February 19th 

March 12th-16th 

March 30th-April 2nd 

May 21st 

 

 

 

From the Principal’s Desk 

September 2017 

Welcome Back to Adelaide Hoodless! 

I hope everyone had a great summer vacation. We have had a terrific first week 
back. The cooler temperatures have meant more comfortable learning environ-
ments. 

Construction over the summer has brought significant improvements to our 
physical plant. The kindergarten conversion is almost complete. The new kin-
dergarten room (former library) and grade 1 room (former book room) re-

ceived new floors, lighting, and paint. A wall was built between the two spaces to create separate class-
rooms. Work is continuing in the lower level to improve the music room and to convert room 5 into the 
library. Work in these spaces should be complete by the end of September. Work will then begin im-
proving the science and art rooms. Other improvements are scheduled and will be announced as details 
are finalized. 

Adelaide will also be receiving a significant upgrade to our playground thanks to a joint project between 
the City of Hamilton and the Hamilton-Wentworth District School Board. The first part of the project will 
be our project with Green Venture. We received a grant to de-pave parts of our playground. Our de-
pave event occurs Saturday, October 14th at 9:00 am. We need all the volunteers possible to help re-
move the asphalt.  The asphalt will be cut by professionals, but volunteer muscles are required to re-
move the pieces. Volunteers will be WSIB trained. We also welcome any donations of food and drink to 
help us get through the day. More information will be following shortly. We have partnered with a 
Landscape Architect to ensure our plants are low pollen and native to this area. 

We had a few last minute changes to our staff over the summer. Ms. Gould is the temporary DECE in 9D 
with Ms. J. Morine and Ms. Roczniak.  Ms. Roczniak is partnering with Ms. Morine in 9D. Ms. Morine will 
be here days 1-3 and Ms. Rozniak days 3-5. Ms. Centanni is in 9A with Ms. Ritchie. Ms. Husslage and Ms. 
Ridos are teaching class 9E. The teams of Ms. Fennell and Ms. Beasley and Ms. Tweedle and Ms. The-
roux remain intact. Ms. Orovan will be teaching 1A for the month of September until re-organization at 
the end of September. Ms. Matthews is the new grade 3 teacher in 3A. Mr. Knight-Messenger is the 
new junior French teacher and shares 5A with Ms. Wagner. Ms. McFarlane (formerly Ms. Gagne) is our 
new primary LRT. Finally, we welcome Mr. MacLeod as our new vice-principal. We are very fortunate to 
have both Mrs. Wilson and Mrs. Glenn full-time in our office. 

Fidget spinners are not allowed at Adelaide this year without following a process that will include 
meetings with the classroom teacher, Learning Resource Teacher, and administration. We support all 
students being provided with accommodations to help them focus. As a team (parent, educators, child) 
we will determine a plan to support this. 

Students in grade 5-8 who wish to go out for lunch second nutrition break, must have a written note 
each day they go out. We will not accept a blanket letter of permission. The note must identify  the 
date, the student name, and the lunch destination. This helps us to locate students who may not return 
after nutrition break. Student safety is a priority. Please see more detailed information on page 2. 

We look forward to working with all of you to help build this amazing school community. 

Nanci Simpson—Principal 

Principal: 

Nanci-Jane Simpson 

Vice Principal: 

Scott MacLeod 

Superintendent: 

Michael Prendergast 

Trustee: 

Larry Pattison 
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CREATIVE PLAYGROUND 

Our creative playground is open to children in grades 

FDK-5 during nutrition breaks.  All students in the 

school have received safety training and are expected 

to follow the rules. 

Staff supervise the playground during both nutrition 

breaks and reserve the right to ask children to leave 

the area if they are not playing safely. Students are 

not allowed on the creative before (8:35-8:50) and 

after school (3:10-3:25). 

We also will close the creative during wet weather or 

when the temperature drops below freezing. We re-

serve the right to limit use to the playground if we 

feel conditions are unsafe. 

In compliance with HWDSB policy, all volunteers, including 
volunteers for trips and volunteer drivers, must have a current 
Vulnerable Sector Check to be permitted to volunteer.  We rec-
ognize this can be difficult. We are including the link that pro-
vides you the information required as well as an option to com-
plete the form electronically.  You also require a letter from the 
school. Please contact your child’s teacher if you wish to re-
ceive a letter. If the cost of VSC is problematic, please speak to 
your child’s teacher.  We never want finances to be a barrier to 
parent participation. 

https://hamiltonpolice.on.ca/how-to/obtain-criminal-records-
check  

 

NUTRITION BREAK PROCEDURES 

All students are required to stay in their home classes during Nutrition Break #1 (10:30am-11:10). Students in 

grades 5-8 are permitted to go out for Nutrition Break #2 (12:5pm-1:30) , however, the following restrictions apply: 

 Students who go HOME for lunch may have a blanket permission form signed and on file with the classroom 

teacher. 

 Students who want to go out to a store or area  business MUST have a written, dated and signed note for each 

day they go out.  The note must clearly identify the lunch destination (for example Subway, KFC, the Fry Truck). 

We will not take phone call permission. This is for student safety in the event they do not return back to school or 

if the school is evacuated during nutrition break.  We need to know where our kids are to ensure their safety. 

 Students who leave for nutrition break must leave for the entire 40 minutes.  Students must re-enter through the 

front door. Students will not be allowed back onto the school playground with food or beverages. 

 All food and beverage must be consumed prior to  re-entering the school. 

If you have any questions regarding this, please feel free to contact the school. 

Cold and flu season is upon us. Please review 

proper hand washing procedure with your child. 

If your child is very ill (fever, vomiting, diarrhea) 

please keep them home from school.   

FOOD FOR KIDS 

Adelaide Hoodless is in the second year of part-

nership with Food for Kids.  Food for Kids pro-

vides many of our students with nutritious 

food to help them over the weekend and holi-

days.   

Kindergarten parents are reminded to bring their children in through the kindergarten doors. Please do not accompany 

your children into the school.  This makes the halls too crowded and makes it difficult for us to monitor who is in the 

building.  We have over 125 FDK students at Adelaide. The halls are crowded and we need to ensure everyone is safe.  

Please work hard to be on time so you do not need to  enter  through the front doors.  We need to maximize every minute 

of instructional time! 
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School Day Organization 

 

SCHOOL DAY-Kindergarten/Primary/Junior/Intermediate 

(Balanced)-Entry: 8:50 

Instructional Block 1: 8:50-10:50 

Nutrition Break 1: 10:50-11:30(students remain at school) 

Instructional Block 2: 11:30-1:10 

Nutrition Break 2: 1:10-1:1:50 (students may go home for lunch with permission) 

Instructional Block 3: 1:50-3:10 

Dismissal: 3:10 

Drop Off and Pick Up 

Supervision on the playground begins at 8:35 a.m.  There is no supervision prior to that time so we 

ask that students not arrive prior to 8:35.  Please make sure that your child knows their correct entry 

door at the back of the school.  JK-3 students will be met at their entry doors by a staff member.  

Grades 4 to 8 students will enter the school through the main doors at the back of the school.  Stu-

dents are dismissed out the same doors. Parents picking up students are asked to meet them at the 

back of the school at dismissal time. Please note that outside supervision ends at 3:25 and we expect 

students to be off the playground by that time. Please do not idle your cars along Springer or park in 

front of the school on Maplewood.  Parents are reminded that parking in either parking lot is restrict-

ed to HWDSB staff and should not be used for drop off or pick up.  Additionally, do not cut through 

either parking lot to access the school. Please enter the playground by the main gates only. We en-

courage your children to walk or ride to school. 

Adelaide Hoodless Home and School and  Adelaide School Council 

Adelaide Hoodless is fortunate to have a strong Home and School Association with deep roots in the commu-

nity. Everyone is invited to become a member, although you do not need to be a member to attend meetings. 

Meetings are traditionally held the second Wednesday of each month from 7:00-8:00pm.  The meeting is held 

upstairs in the staff room.  Child care is available. The first meeting this year is Wednesday, September 13 

at 7:00 pm. Please consider attending. 

We are currently in the process of building our  School Council. Please consider attending our meetings and 

become a member of our School Council. We meet the same evenings are the AHHSA but at 6:00 pm. Our 

first meeting is September 13 and we will meet in the staff room. 

 

ADELAIDE CLOTHING CLOSET 

Please be advised the Adelaide Clothing Closet is currently closed as the space is 

required for storage during construction.  We are presently in consultation with 

HWDSB staff to explore the feasibility of maintaining the closet for Health and 

Safety and Fire Code reasons. Please do not leave donations as they will not be 

processed. Access to the closet is now restricted to HWDSB staff only.  
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Meet the Teacher 

Mark your calendars for Thursday, October 3 for our Meet the Teacher evening and Book Fair. Further details 

will be coming later this month.  

 

Academic Celebrations and Character Recognition 

At Adelaide we value the importance of both academic achievement and the development of character.  Each 

term we recognize the academic achievement of our senior students at our Breakfast of Champions celebration.  

Character Education is a regular part of our daily life at Adelaide and each month the school focuses on a specific 

character trait.  Students who consistently make Adelaide a better place to work and learn will be recognized 

through daily Hawk Eye awards, weekly draws and “Student of the Month” assemblies. we will continue to align 

our Learning Skills with our Character Traits and recognize students who demonstrate both the Character Trait 

and the focused Learning Skill(s) for the month.  The Character Trait for the month of September is Respect.  

The HWDSB defines respect as “We treat others and ourselves with courtesy, dignity and positive regard. 

We honour the rights of others and ourselves. We respect belongings, the environment and the world 

around us”.  Please review ways in which your student can demonstrate respect at home and 

school and in the community. 

 

 

Report Card Reminders 

 

In keeping with the Ministry of Education’s new Growing Success document, the format and timelines for re-

port cards changed for school boards across Ontario 2 years ago.  Standardized progress reports are distributed 

in November with two formal report cards coming in February and June.  November progress reports will focus 

on learning skills and academic progress in the various subject areas but no formal letter or percentage grades 

will be given.  As always, please contact the office with your questions.  Please see the information below from 

the Hamilton-Wentworth District School Board. 

 

Assessment and Evaluation Policy 

 

The Ministry of Education introduced Growing Success, a provincial assessment and evaluation policy in 2010, 
based on longstanding guidelines developed to inform our Assessment and Evaluation practices.  The Hamilton-
Wentworth District School Board will begin implementing a board-wide assessment and evaluation policy based 
on this provincial policy in September 2011. Details of the HWDSB Assessment, Evaluation and Reporting Poli-
cy will be available for students and parents on the board website in the fall of 2011.  

 

Like prior school policies in HWDSB this policy includes specific responsibilities for students.  

 

 



Page 6 Adelaide Hoodless 

Use of Technology/PED policy 

There will be many opportunities for students to access computer technology for school activi-
ties and assignments during the school year.  We expect all students to respect the property 
and rights of others by following the Internet Use Agreement guidelines as well as the HWDSB 
and school Codes of Conduct when using the computer lab and classroom computers.   

 

 

To limit distractions during instructional time all Personal Electronic Devices (PEDs) including 
cell phones, smart phones and personal music players (mp3, ipods, headphones etc.) are to be 
turned off in the classroom and stored in lockers (see below for Grade 7 and Grade 8 expecta-
tions). Please do not attempt to contact your child via their cell phone during the school day. An 
office phone is available for student and parent use when emergency situations arise.  Please 
refer to your student’s agenda for further details.  Thank you for your cooperation in this 
matter. 

 

 

New to Adelaide Middle School-TipOff  

 

There will be an opportunity for our Grade 7 and 8 students to report cases of potential bullying 
(including inappropriate use of cell phones) via their smart phones through the use of an app 
called TipOff.  This is an HWDSB initiative started last year at selected high schools and one mid-
dle school and is expanding to 30-40 schools in the district. Staff, students and parents will be 
provided with training in the near future.  In the meantime, please see the information sheet 
included with this newsletter.  Grade 7 and 8 teachers will be working through expectations re-
garding the appropriate use of cell phones both inside and outside of the classroom. 



Page 7 Adelaide Hoodless 

School Reorganization 

Every fall the Hamilton -Wentworth District School Board goes through a reorganization process that is 

based on student enrolment.  In this process, schools can be directed by the Board to open or close a 

class or classes depending on its number of registered students.  Families will be notified by the end of 

September if their students will affected by the Board’s reorganization process.   

 

Picture Day-Monday, September 23rd 

Individual pictures will be taken on Monday, September 23.  Class pictures will be taken on retake day in 

mid-November.  

 

 

Tobacco Free School 

This is a reminder to parents that it is illegal to smoke on school property.  This includes property at the front 

of the school facing Maplewood, the sidewalks adjacent to the school on Springer and our parking lot.  

Thank you for your cooperation in this matter.  

 

Skateboard and Rollerblade Safety 

Skateboards and rollerblades are not allowed at school due to the safety concerns they present on the 

playground and surrounding property.   Boards and/or blades will be taken and stored at the office for the 

day as a one time reminder.  Parents will be notified to retrieve these items after each repeated incident.  

Nutrition Policy 

The HWDSB’s Nutrition Policy that outlines what can and cannot be served and/or sold in schools 

throughout the District.  Each school is allowed up to 10 “special days” when food can be served that 

does not comply with the policy.  These 10 days are determined by staff and parent members of our Nu-

trition Committee at the beginning of the school year.  In keeping with the policy, we ask that baked 

goods not be brought to the school to serve to students to celebrate birthdays.  Instead a book donation 

to your child’s classroom library would be most appreciated.   
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Why I loved the Special Olympics 
Why I loved the Special Olympics by Bobby Holloway 

 

1. It was cool because of all the games 

2. I played football throw and I got a sticker. 

3. I felt happy because I did good. 

4. I ate pizza and my lunch with Miss H. 

5. I got prizes such as a t-shirt and a toy place and more!!!! 

 

 

Why I loved the Special Olympics by Ashley James 

 

It was fun. 

I got to play golf. 

I played ball with Boomerang 

We made a tent and had lunch. 

The Special Olympics made me happy and excited 



71 Maplewood Avenue 

Hamilton, Ontario 

L8M 1W7 

Phone: 905-549-1339 

Fax: 905-549-8132 

schools.hwdsb.on.ca/

adelaidehoodless 

Adelaide’s Annex 
Monday 9:30-11:00 

Wednesday 3:15—3:45 

Thursday 9:30-11:00 & 3:15—3:45 

Everyone Welcome: 

As always, all items are available free of charge to   

everyone in our Adelaide Community.  Please remember to 

sign in at the office and take a visitor’s tag. 

 

Home of the Hawks! 
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DATES TO REMEMBER 
 

June 5th, 2013 Go Girls at Dofasco Park 

June 5th, 2013 The Wiz Grade 1 and Room 11 

June 6th, 2013 French Café 

June 7th, 2013 Military Tattoo at Copps Grade 7/8 

June 24th & 25th, 2013 Report Cards Home 

June 27th, 2013 Last Day of School 

June 28th, 2013 PA Day 

 

             



June  2013  

Sun Mon 

 

Tue 

 

Wed 

 

Thu 

 

Fri 

 

Sat 

 

      1 

2 3 4 5 Go Girls at  

Dofasco Park 

 

The Wiz  Grade 1& 

2 and Room  

11— 

Kiwanis Banquet 

6 

The French  

Café 

 

Earth Keepers Gr 6 

7 

Military Tattoo 

@ Copps  Grade 

7 /8 

8 

9 10 11 

Scholastic 2 for 1 

Book Fair 

9:00-4:00 

12 

Scholastic 2 for 1 

Book Fair 

 

9:00-4:00 

 

Senior Track Meet 

13 

Scholastic 2 for 1 

Book Fair 

9:00-4:00 

 

14 Whole School—

Picnic @ Dofasco 

Park 

Scholastic 2 for 1 

Book Fair  

9:00-4:00 

15 

16 17 

Scholastic 2 for 1 

Book Fair Ends 

9:00-4:00 

 

18 

Kindergarten  

Twin Valley Zoo 

Gr7/8 Pen Pals 

@Gage Park 

19 20 

Grade 8 Girls 

Spa Day 

 

21 

Graduation  

Rehearsal at Delta 

22 

23/30 

 

24 

Grade 8 Graduation 

Report Cards  

Home 

25 

 

26 

Bike Helmet As-

sembly 

27Report Cards 

Signed and  

Returned 

Last Day of School 

 

28 

P.A Day 

29 


